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€0 MY CHILDREN AND MY CHILDREN'S CHILDREH TO THE

" AND INITIATIVE AND CHRISTIAN CHARACTER HELPED MAKE
OUR COUNTRY GREAT, AND THEIR LIVES A SQURCE OF

INSPIRATION AND PRIDE FOR ALL OF US COMING AFTER.
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-and environment; and the stamina,

™

. fmation concerning our own immedia

years, 1889-1963; a period of gre

~which governed their lives., Perh

A g B b e e

-~ LOOPER -

'I;, A TAMILY

HISTORY

and

. AUTOBIGRAPHY .

of

HARVEY SPURGECH LOOPER

This is a book of my own rem
relatives, friends, and asscciate
affecting profdundly all peoples

‘My descendants have tha righ
‘backward through the years to the

~learn something of their personal

-

:inspiréd thereby. - e
"This chronicle may be Justif]

‘now known to me, there is no athe

existence, or being prepared or o

iembrances of significant e§ents,

5 of more thaﬁ ﬁhree'score and ten

at changes throughout the world, and
in many ways, inclu&ing our own family,.
t, and I hope the desire, to look
days of their forefathers; and
ities, character, living conditions,
‘courage, and deep feiigious faith
aps they may not on;y.be edified bﬁt_
1ed further byfthe”faét_that éo far as_-
r genealogical data:orﬂchpiled infor-
te family history available;if'in

ontemplated. " : -
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- in general, during the early ags

"undoubtedly there have been mang

‘various differences in the name

»3

" ‘known for seven generations imms

“gidered in this chronicle.

_“Tather-to-son information over r

‘&nd northesat of the North Sea,

ks Jattn e S

-&nd Mother countries abroad, ove

*kn@ﬁn, but only the one branch v

rhere arce ne available recg
wooper family prior to thedr fiz
pelicved to have been in the ea:

However, certain facts arxe

which taken together with family
from generation to generation o
conclusions possible which appes

to be dependably authentic.

Because of the ease in char

. “TMhyree facts estéblished by

Tooper family background history
L. “The Loopers were Norma:
Brodus™ of 800 to 1000 A.D., im

‘and Svedes of the Teutonic brand

France and extending to include

later, Worma ndy.

>rds of any individual members of the
rét coming to Ehe hﬁerican Colonies,

1y 1700's.

known concerning ghe famil} backgrouné
11 priorlto the migration to America,

r legends and information péssed on

rer wany fe;rSHHeven Eeﬁturies——ﬁake

\r not only plausible, but are believed

\ging the spelling of the name,
r branches of the'Loopérlfamil§ with
spelling, ﬁoth in_ﬁhe United States
2T the years. Some such instances are

2ith the same present name spelling as

.diately past in our family is con-

documentary proof and word of mouth;
nany years; furnish the key to earliest
2

15 and a part éf tﬁe "g;eat Scandinavian
rolving the best of tﬁé Danes, Norwegians,
b of tﬁe Aryan race north of Europe

settling at Ranen. first in Northern

all of the Provinces of Flanlers and,

3--
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in J. B, Rietstap's "Armcrial Ge
*-vin 1887, and generally accepted
~Hexperts.

- follows:

PR, o i e Ty 8 S ey R A e B T e R R o v s

Later these Norman Loopézs
conquest of ﬁngland under Wiliia
and the Qovernment of EBEngland fo
atrong centralized government wa

-strong kingdom advancing art, sc
intimate relations with-European

There is a family tradition

‘William the Conguerocr g

the sons of Richard Duke of Rorm

who was

.ef English monarchs.
2. 'The earliest known reco
.authenticated Coat-of-Arms,

An northern France. Verificatig

;?Heraldié Institute, Ltd., Washin

s N s e s L e e S

were a part of the Norman invasio:

m the Congueror at Hastings in 10Go,

s established and England was made a

ience, and general culture and more

nations.
that & Looper
n illegitimate son himself.

andy. William

neral" Volume XI, page 95, published

a2s historically accurate by Heraldry

gton, D.C., in 1953, who wrote me/as

i

d

reightfeight yeaxrs during which time -]

was a half-brother of

s e iy P e ey L e 1

n of the Looper Coat-of-Arms is found

 They were

was one of the greatest

rd we have of the Looper family is the

which originated in the Province of Flanders

Our copy of the Coat-of-Arms was reproduced by Internatiocnal
at that time

~#you will be pleased to know that we are in a position teo furnish

~you with an authentic reproduction of the Coat-of-Arms of the Looper

“family anciently seated in Flan?

‘0ffice from J. B. Riestap's “Armorial General™.

-aktractive, consisting of three

lying horizontallyv, leaves to th

furnip is in natural cclors. As

ere, and persconally verified by our

The arms are very

L]

e dexter, all on a gold shield. The

requested:

blackbirds, each perched on a turnip,
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'ptor a trois oiscaux de sa., perches chacum sur un navet

d'arg., pose en fasce, feuille de sin., le feuillage a dextre. '

*7f we can be of service in

anyway, please let us know."

(Signed) J. A. Backstrom, Assistant Director

3, The Loopers were ungue
attested to by all the family h
frbm every source bearing on th

exception.

-

- PFrom these three basic fac

- possible to trace the family hi

Aryan-Teutcnic-Scandinavian beg
[“ThelGreat Migration") into no
pagan; they received and acéept
Efa of Chivalry which was the £

as was the feudal aristocracy o

of keeping alive the spirit of

enterprises of the latter half

stiénably fScoﬁcﬁ—Irish". This.fact i51
istory, legends, and‘genealogical data
é métter of the family lineage Qithout_.
ts'6r‘fouﬁdaﬁidﬁftbrﬁéréﬁoﬁéé'Ef"béboméé“"‘w
story with beiievable accur%cy from early
innings down across tﬁe North Sea

rthern France (500—900). Here, previously
=d Christianity and were a part of the
loéer of Feudalism. Turbulént, violen£

£ Euroge; it performed Ehe great service
liberty thle it colored all events and

of the Middle Ages 1100 to 1500 A.D.

Great movements, intermingling, and development of the peoples of

France, England, and Scotland occurred during this period.

During the next century, of greatest significance and involving

the Looper family, was the movejnent into Scetland of Protestantism,

|
mainly the Calvinist-Presbyterian branch of the Reformation from 1492

to 1600.

During this period the great struggle for religious liberty

‘Wwas directed against the absolute control of government and the people

by Roman Catholic rulers.

This period, known as the
4

-5

English Reformation, was in the end
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.occurred. The objective was to
“Crown (and English landlords).
~" a measure of success for about

"holding English landlords. On

“the productive lands, rentals W

S e e e R B, T L o e o e

successful; but, wnfortunately for the freedom loving descendants of

[

¢he Teutonic-Normans-Calvinist Presbyteraang, (by thla time predomln

nating in most of Scotland)‘Cathollc monarchc were sueceeded by rulers

determined to force Episcopacy u?on thﬁpeople as the only form of

. yeligious worship to be tolerated--and again the Protestants of Scotland

were in open and bitter rebellion.

Tt was during this 16th century that the union of England and

Scotland was establivhed and King James VI of Scotland was crowned

E;ng of Lngland and Scotland as

James I 1n 1603

fist i e — e e ey b

As a result of the 1ntclerable situation then prevailing in Scotland

in the early 1600's, and underx the orders and direction of King James VI,

and to attempt to secure religi

After many hardships, thes

to feel the iron heel of oppres

sturdy people refused servility

in the early years of the 1700

¥nown as "Scotch-Irish”. They

2 great migration from the lowlands of Scotland to northern Ireland

overthrow the Catholics in contrbl_there

~cus freedom even though under the English

e Scottish immigrants managed to achieve
105 years then they were once again madg
sion, thi§ time frém the great land-

the expiratien of leases which coveréd

ere doubled and trebled. And again these
ahd oppression, and in waves of thousands
s migrated to America, where they were

included the first known individualsof

our looper ancestors in the American English Colonies, although there

may.have been, of course, others unknown to us in our branch of the family.

+€-*
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family f£irst arrived and lived for a periocd of years in southeastern

-goutheasterly part of Pennsylvania; west of these were the Germans;

 First Looper Ancestors in_Amefica S i
qhe First Period-1715-'28 to 1765, About S0 Years

We have no definite family records of the time of arrival in

. america of the first of our Looper ancestors. From &ll available'

historical data, however, together with oldest family legends, and
earliest known family birth dates and places, there seem to be plausible

grounds for the belief that the first of our own branch of the Looper

Pennsylvania along the east side of the Sﬁsquehanna River, a section
which in May 1729 became Lancastex County, the fourth in the state
at that time, along with relatives and friends of the Scotch-Irish.

immigrants. The time may well have been in the 1710-'30 period when

large numbers of Scotch lineage were arriving from riorthern Ireland.

- At that time, setilers from England, predominntely, were along the

=

‘and west of them the Scotch-Irish. T

As the years passed, the Friends, or Quakers, continued to be the

“predominate religion of Penﬁsylvania,'but Presbyterianism was strongest

among the Scotch~Irish and growing fast. There was diffic:uli_;y with the
Iﬁ&ians on the western frontier and as these pioneers began crossing
the Susquehanna with pressures from the East, intermingling with the
English and Germans occurred, and groups of all three settleﬁénts were
soon to caxry the ideals of the| Scot into the Shenendoah of Virginia

and along the 01¢ Wilderness Trail on south to the western Carolinas.
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__South Carolina. Undoubtedly, ot

Many settled in Virginia for a few years, some permancntly, The

temporary sojourncrs from Pennsylvania in Virginia moved on south

into southwestern North Carxoclina

included our earliest definitely

and northwestern South Carolina. These

known individual Looper family -

that time Jjudging from earliest known'family birth dates,

~ In the first United States census of 1790 are listed two families

ancestors, This occurred possibly in the%eriod 1750-1760 or about

-

cf'Loopers in Pennsylvania, one [family in North Carclina, and five in

hers, related, were in various

settlements in these ageaé and in Virginia but missed in this first

" census for various reasons due to the primitive conditions then

prevailing along the western frontiers especially.




"Irish piocneer community of that

.over: three males under sixtenn:

g

Earliest Definitely Known American Ancestor

The earliest patérnal ances
pbirthplace and date is definitel
Grandfather, Joseph Looper.  Acc

by the 1790 census for South Cax

tor in our immediate fémily, whose
'y known to my knowledge, was wy Creat
rording to our family records, and verified

rolina as to place-of birth, he was born

in North Carolina in 1765, but was living in the 96th District, Pendleton

County, NW South Carolina in 17¢

therefore, seven years cold when

0. Family records show that Grandfather,

. William Looper, Sr., was born in South Carolina August 1, 1797. He wag,

the 1790 census was taken so the family

is thus known to have lived in South Carolin® for more than seven years

and probably for ten years or moere. Actually, Eh?éredominately Scotch-

SW North Carclina-NW South Carolina

area was on both sides of the state line, and not a great many miles on

either side in this pre-Revoluticnary period. District 96, Pendleton

County, NW South Carolins was only about thirty miles from the North

Carolina line. Great Grandfather, Joséph, born in SW North Carolina in

1765, may well have grown to ﬁanhood theré; married,'and then about 1789

moved over into South Carolina and established his residence there.

His oldest son, Magness, was born in North Carclina in 1788, but second

son, Samuel, was born in South Carolina in 1789 or éarly 1790, before

census was taken which shows two males under sixteen. The 1720 census for

South Carolina also shows another Joseph Looper family also in District

96, Pendleton County. In his family

!

goven children, Tt is belicved

are listed two males, sixteen and

four females: or, himself, wife and

and ;

that
q'

he was an uncle of the younger
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Joscph, MY great grandfather,
A few years after the 1790
Loopers arrived in this NW Sout)

L

Narﬁh Carolina, settling aboﬁt
| Pickens County, the county seat,
£rom CGreenville, S?uth Carolinz.
is bcliéved to have been a yound

Jeremiah and wife, Mary, had a )

-.four daughters.-. Cne .son, Thomas

sixteen children! And one of J¢

eight children, one of whom Thor
meeting personally for thes first
in our home in Frasier Meadows b

'He was attending as President of

‘Convention of the National Teac)

~home in Gastonia, Narth Carclina

'-'ZBefore retirement, he had }

ceﬁsua Qaé taken, anothertparty §f
\ Carolina section from Virginia via
;ixtéen miles north of #endleton in

Pickens being ébouf foﬁrteen miles

In this‘gréua was Jgremiéh Loo?er who
jexr brotﬁer of GBreat Grandfather, Joseph,
Large.family of four sons énd three or
s,_waswé ﬁinisterrmanother:Joseph 1= [+ TSR,
:seéh'smgrandscns, another Joseph, had
:as Lee Looper we had the.pleasure of
as oﬁf guest for a day

c time and having

fanor, Boulder, Coldradq, in May 1963.

-

E the Morth Carclina N.R,.T.A., & ﬁational
wers' Association in Denver from his

been principal of Gastonia Elenmentary

‘Echools for many years. He is a graduate of Furman University, his wife,

€

Christina, a gfaﬁuate of Duke:
vraduates. Both scns.were star
ag-their husbands; gradqateé of
Rentucky. fTom, a third'coﬁsin,
‘& late date Zor the first time.

The descendants of Jeremial

County, South Carolina, who was

t

ind two sons and two daughters, all éallege
. the ' :

athletes of Duke, and/daughters, as well

Southwestern Baptist Seminary, Louisville,

is a delightful person to know even at

1, first Looper settlers in Pickens

my great granduncle, were sturdy, long-

. Tiveg, pious, and respected peo

Tained Masd mer

LTt e TS St trmac

E

*
1

1le of large families, Mosk of them re-~

FMhte osma arnn ttharasa Tramomoare hntra eantss17,
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to be a valuable guide in traci

- -ecensus -wenk-back into North Car
the northwestern South Carclina

" knovn to mz of his later wherea

Copeland of North Carolina 110

~aumerous “long" hunting frips &

for the ﬁast 150 years, a'large

part of what is now Pickens County,

south Carolina. The rather 1arqe'estates have been handed down fxom one

gencration to another; and old homesteads are still known as: The Joe

1ooper Place, Tom Looper Place,
we have any record or legendary

have heen characteristic of the

Whether Great Granduncle J

descendants. According to Coun
Carolina,'in 1807, a Joseph Loo

Caroclina, 200 acres of land, an

Great Granduncle Joseph Looper,

to North Carolina wheré'COQQIan

friends,

- Great Grandfather Joseph w

'Permanently,'ana to explore new country in search for cheap productive

land for his sons and their des

Sam'LooPe; Place, gtc.. Ashfar back as
handedédown-traditions;.Biblical.names
Léopefs, prééoginét%ng SO dgfinitely as
hé fqmily relaﬁionshiéé:\

osoph Looper of £h§ 1790 Soutﬁ Ccarolina
oliné %
area

bouts nor of his individual family

ty recoxrés of Pickens County, South

per sold to one Jéﬁn Freéman éf North

d in the same month he sold to qésse
acres. Thése_éales,proﬁably, Weré nade by
and possibly prep%ratory to moving back

d and Looper familes were long time close

-

as "long" interested in hunting and took

efore moving to Tennessee to remain

k]

cendants. Possibly he may have received

land warrants for service as an official guide into the new country to the

We have bee

west in Tennessee,

n told that he was.-.a "Long Bunter" as many

is uncertain, as there is no record

in-the~ear1y-1800'§~or remained - in - -

I

of the Western Carclina's Mountaineers and early day explorers were called.

g

11



First Yoopers in Tenncssee

Zmong the Early Sett]
e |
: It is known that Colenel St

¢
of socuth and southwestern North

the first white settlers in Over

1799 they pitched camp in Roarir

. later to become the county seat,

‘planted corn, raising a crop of
... the first work of clearing and g

eastexn Tennessee and Caroclina gz

‘family and belongings in the ear

caroli

is lo

Llers in Overton County

‘ephen Copeland, one of the old families

na, accompanied by his son were

~ton County;‘Tennessee. In the spring of

g River Valley near where Livingston,

They cleared some land and

-

cated.

garden vegetables the first vear. After

2lanting was _done, they went back to . .

nd brought back other members of the

rly fall to establish a perﬁanent house

"and harvest their first corn crep. 'Ybung Joe Copeland was a hunting

(:) companion of Creat Grandfather,
_ later establishing his home. f£iv

- dJn a beautiful little valley to

‘ o
T.oCxve". He was a large man of gx

eat'ab

Joseph, and married a North Carolina girl,
e miles south of later-to-be Livingsten

become known for all time as "Copeland

1litky and influence. "“Big Joe"

~Copeland was widely and favorabiy known for many years. Undoubtedly, his

‘-?fti&ndship and influence were EJ

dn following these family friend

cters

g, the

in the decision of great grandfather

Copelands, to the new frontier

“in the Cumberlands a few years later, and initially to the east branch

©f Roaring River not far from th

.And in 1808 Great Grandfath
‘four sons: Magness, 20: Samuel,
all their possessions via a few
Bunconbe County, North Cérolina

Permanent home. There are sone

e Cope

Br, Jo

lands.

seph Looper, with his wife, Mary, and

17- William, 11- and Joseph, Jr., 8 with

pack horses moved from their home in

to Overton County,

groun&

. e

Tennessee to make their

s Tor the helieaf of‘some
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descendants many years later, that there were one or more daughters but

I
no subs tdnLthlng records have I

Leen able to flnd.

There is no record of the specific 1tems of their possessions at this

'time; possibly a little above that of the average immigrant family, but

still extremely meager.

Consider what these pioneer

-looked like in dress; how they moved themselves and

how they 1ived, and what ﬁhey ai

br;dges, no wheeled vehlcles--or

on foot or hQrSEthk
follows: handméde clcthing.aﬁd
‘straw or feathersf, a large pdt,
fryiné paﬁ, é hand mill %o grin%
‘in,'a
“iron parts of plows, a broad axe
o thésé were seeds for field cr
iThe pioneer who had all these th
“furnished indeed- many did not h

-'*When the fanily reached the

men and boys cut trees and built

and made a roof’ﬁhich was held o

or place to get them. They spli

snooth to make a floor and door

bedding (bed "ticks"

few possessions:

d. Remember, there were no roads or

pot hdoks, a “Dﬁtch“ oven, ékillet,

few pewter plates, cups, and other dishes: scme axes and hoes,

and a froe, a saw and an auger.
ings was thought to be very well

ave half so much.

Pt

a log house,

t logs and hewed the sides flat and

shutters, built a chimney of logs and

the
split sticks covering/inside wit

Parts_from taking firec.

They flﬂluﬁ@d the house

T heavy coats of

$-~includihg our own flesh and blood--

ly Indian trails--so they movud entlrely

Thelr scanty cutfit of hOUuEhOld goods about as

to be £illed with

grain, a wooden Ltrencher to make bread

the

Added

°ps, garden vegetables and fruit tress,

split boards with the froe

clay to kéep the wood

by £illing the spaces

between the logs of the walls with clay mortar te keep out the cold wind.

&13

-

n by weight poles since they had no nails

place they wished to make their home, the
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~ come home at night to get salt

and cane in winter, and they nee

ghe cabin was rough and nobt very

handsome butbt strong and warm.,

They made rouéh, strbng beésteads, tables,'benches, and three-~legged

stools, drove pegs into the wall

s, and fastened up deer horns for use as

racks for clothing, guns, and other articles, Later the father employed

the best mechanic he could find
for’his wife and daughters to us
The family is now settled a

The horses and cattle are turned

A
. The- father and sons cut the

land, pile the brush and burn it

to make a spinning wheel and hand loom
LN
nd all that are old enough go to work.

into the woods to eat grass in swmmer

R

nd a little grain.
‘small trees and bushes from a piece of

. and they have a £field ready to plow and

i) planit. After the first crop has been raiséd, there is usually plenty in

]

e

‘the settlers cabin for his land
The mother, and daughters i
.d;éssed skins, and made clothing
their meat and maple sap their s
and all the cooking_wég done oﬁ‘
There were no schools, no ¢

wilderness filled with wild anim

white settlers. It required bra

They were neither stupid nor ign

luxury, and saerificing ease for

-14

........

is new and very rich.

£ any, spun, wove; knit, cooked, washed,
_for-the family. Wild game furnished all
uggr. 'They got water from.naturél springs
the fiféplace._

huréhes, no towné ~ only tﬁé ;ast

i L

als, Indians, and here and there a few

ve hearts tp'lfﬁe there, but that our

pioneer - forbearers had and many of them lived érand and noble lives.

crant, They loved liberty moce than

independence they laid for us the

T e S i S| T e e

g p i a
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d little or no feeding, but are taught to
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are known to h=ve been two much-

* *Blue Baék Spellexr".

-the inspirational guide and teac

"Plentiful so the family, after a

roundation for a great country #

nd left us a precious inheritance.

Xt is a matter of deepest regrel to me thalt there are no records

I have been able o find concerning the iife, personality, and character

of Greot Grandmother Mary Looper. She must have been aimdst remarkable

woman. Consider just the few meager data we have. As was her husband,

Joseph, she was born in North carclina in about 1768, We have no

. ' PR : :
authentic record of any daughters, so she was 2 lone woman with her

husband and their four sons in the new home in Tennessee in 1808. Since

Grandfather Willizm was then only eleven years 0ld and Joseph eight while

 Mangess was 20 and Samuel 17, it would seem most likely that the two

older boys worked daily with the

their mother‘s helpers. Now remember there were no schools, no churches,

ir father while the two younger were

and yet each of the sons had working knowledge of the 3R's - the rudiments

of an education ~ and the familg

In any event, if he were th

was one of deep réligious faith. There

used books - éﬁe Bible and

-

Webster's

e "provider" for the fawily, it is

doubtless true that his faithful wife and many years companion, Mary, was

ﬁér. She hsd paiticipated in the moves

from North Carolina to Scuth Carolina and return, then the greétest move

of all from their native state a

nd long-time home, North Carclina, to the

new and unknown frontier in Overton County, Tennessee. Even here, and

after establishing the new home

to move again into the mountains

near Livingston, great grandfather wished
to the east where the game was more

few years, moved about fifteen miles

e

e

L Vg
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- mountains and narrow valleys of

::)

-

stk

T T e S Ll

-their-many children and children

southeast up to a new homesite on a beautiful mountain strecam soon to be

%nown and which still continucéi
Branch. Here the faﬁily iived 3
married. Three of them establis
hoﬁe on Looper Branch; William i
Samﬁel on thé west fork of the O
Grandfathef Joseph and Gre;t Gra

their families conktinued ko live

Family réports down through
Joseph's handwriting was gooa gu
education was available. Family
close and each of the three sons
way possibielin the procuring-an
ﬁquntain and valley farm homés.
pa;ents, it is known that the th

gave to them a farm home known a

between Sunk Cane and Three Fork

to be known to this day as Looper;s

nd proségred until'éach of the boyé were
hed ﬁomes‘less thaﬁ ten ﬁiles from the

n the Sunk Cane area;_ana Magness and
hey River; a few ﬁile; below.Greaf
ndmother Mary, and these fhree sons and
to Eﬁe end of their lives and tﬁosé of
L childreﬁ'in'thié'same“general:area oF = -
e%stern Overton County.

the years are that Gre%ﬁ Granaféther

9 ﬁo further information cénce#ning his
ties in those early pioneér days were
were, undaubtedly, assistéd in every

d establisﬁin% of their first individual

In the later and declining years of the

-

ree sons, in turn, jointly procured and
5 the Old Cisco Farm in the same area and

5. Here Great Grandfather Joseph died

Oﬁ'April 9, 1858 and Great Grandmother Mary passed away the following

Year. They were buried side by

Three Forks and only aboub two m

side in the Magness Speck Cemetery near

iles from their last farm house.

Youngest son, Joseph Jr., scon after marriage moved west, first into

White County near Sparta where h
dn fruit production. Tt was aft

he raised a large family and his

e acquired considerable land and engaged
er 1850 that he moved into Arkansas where

‘many descendants have been prosperous

=16

6



@,

and respected citizens of the Clarksville area for many years to the

- L '
o L

present,

Each of the four sons ha&‘a large famlly, lived to a.rlpe old age
acqulred consxderable property, and was 1n£1uent1al anﬁklghly reap&cted
throughout the home community. T

Grandfather Ullllam (checH with latest data of 1965) established
his home at Sunk Cane {not a town but school and meeting house in

1ater years} where he lived for more than sixty years until his death in

1883 at the age of 86. He was married twice.

17
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. Ahugust 1, 1797 and-moved with.hi

e i L b e b

B . o G}andfaﬁher Wi

- and His

!
hliam Looper

Descendants-—

. . My Own Branch of the Looper Family

Grandfather William was bor

South CaroLina about twenty~fivé

South Carclina and about twenty

of Pickens County home of the So

about 1800 where f:om Buncompe

=

n in 96th District Pendleton County,
miles southwest of present Creenville,
miles due south of Pickens County Seat

-

uth Carolina Loopers for 175 years past,

s. father and family to North Carolina

ounty in or about 1808 the leng move

was made to Overton County, Tennessee with possible brief stop in

Jefferson County, southwest of the first Watauga_nssociation Settlements

-~

and 2 few miles up the Holston River northeast of Knoxville. He was

-

eleven years old when the family reached the place selected for the

first home near Livingston.

Undoubtedly, at this age he was his mother's

helper in the making of clothing, preparation of food, attending to

livestock such as they had, milkiﬁg cows if any, and doing much of the

vegetable gardening work.

In spite of the daily work

enabled to acquire the rudiments

to be dene, it is certain that he was

"of an eduecation, probably in the main

with his mother's teaching and guidance, but possibly with scme help

- _ |

also from his Ffather. This meager educaticnal foundation acquired entirely

at home'and without text books
to him in.léter 1ife and to the

life was spent. It fell to his

as such, was to be of inestimable value

whole community in which his entire adult

lot to be general advisor and “Home-Made"

~18-
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here, probably about 1818 when

‘marriage he established a home |
'Looper‘s Branch, but gtill in %

‘area. Sunk Cane was not then o

" The

‘corn, wheat and all vegetable 2

lawyer fox neighbors and frien

s as well as the family relatives. He

wrote deceds for lands, wills, and other legal papers, crudely drawn, no

doubt, but so far as known never questioned in court or elsewvhere.

; I
The family moved from nea

Livingston, their first Overton County

home after only a few years there, to the new homesite fifteen miles

-

southeast up into themountains on Looper's Branch. Here a more

permanent'home was built, and dfandfather grew to manhood.

Be was married to his firs

their first daughter, Rebecca,
; oAl A IO

ofﬁiée, but simply a locality w

later to be in cultivated crops
cane, a type of bamboo growing

stalks were hollow. joints a

one

for

" work,.etc, Not the same at all

inch: to two inches diametern

t wife, Amy Thompson, while still at home

3.

e e D O e e

he was twenty-one. Family records show
was born March 4, 1820. Scon after his
at Sunk Cane a few miles away, and below

he mountains and narrow valleys general

r since, a towhf village, or even a.poséw
Igére small.valley areas or "depregéions“,
" weré then covered with heavy érowths of
sometimes és higy as ten to fifteen feet.

few inches to more than a foot apart and

at the base. Exéellent when dgad and dry

fishing poles and for other uses such as chair bottoms, baskets, lattic

as the sorghum cane, which was planted

and grown for a much used and delicious foed sugar syrup. The soil of the

"cane breaks" was very fertile

and when cleared off, very produétive for

nd other crops.

" This may have accounted, in part, for grandfather's selection of “Sunl

Cane" as a home site‘(also Cherokee Indian, Standing Stone Water and

trails, etc.). Here he was to |

live for more than sixty vears.

(e

-

—



Thefe was a small one-room build%ng; "Sunk Cané", a shbft digtance-from
ik grandfather's residence whi&h was used fér church and communi ty meétiﬁgs
and iater fo£ short Eérms éfi“supscriptinn“ school before there were any
'public organized schools in tﬁe ;ounﬁy. (42 sla§es, 1,000 acres of land
or jrore, dominant community léadar}. - | '_f_  ,.- , ,; | | L
- It is regrettabig that veryélit?le ig known bf descéndants from

gréﬁdfather's first marriage congerning personality traits of his
;first wifehwhc had been fmy Thoﬁéson.ﬁor-of‘her parents or other“
""“f;elativeé: It has been said ané"repeated down“through*the'yeaIS“that“she~?f
i,was'bne-haif éherdkee indian. -Interesﬁingly.enough this repork, believgd

to have been true, never carried the slightest stigma or disparagement

or revalsiocn of feeling. O©On the coﬁtrary, many whites of highest family

been. in their own lin=age. The young women of the Cherokee were often

attractive as evidenced by the fact that marriages in the early pionesr

- P -

|
fﬁ) -stanéing vere guite proud of any Cherokee Indian bloocd that‘may have
'l\- . ¥ . r
|
|

days on the frontier were not uncommon between white men and Indian women.

‘The Cherokee who occupied all of eastern Tennessee and parts of

7adjacent states prior to the Revolutionary War were by far the most
~important Indians in the early Tennessee country. They were in many

- --respects a most remarkable people. They claimed some 40,000 square miles -

& vast territory - extending frqm the Ohio River on the north to Atlanta

-on the south and from Statesvilie, North Carolinn on the east to the

Mississippi River on the west. All these lands wereiin time ceded to

—

N the white settlers as a result of numerous treaties,
-
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agriculture and some of the arts

to a State Legislature or

- was practiced

'_andrengraved, have been dug up i

~ pronsunced the finest specimens

\soleﬁnity in the making of treat

Without ability to read or
of civilized government as early
never had a king. ‘Each of thgir
meetings weré held for the good
its own lzader oxr chief who was
se??ea during good behavior - wi

their various towns met at their

the Na

TN S PR e Lm s e e

 freely discussed and the majorit

foundation cof democracy, and the

govermment of their own accord!

by the Cherokee on

| effect by whites over the countr

|
mrite, yet the Cherokee adopted a form

as 1820 - a pure dewmocracy. The tribe

towvns had it's own council house where

of all concerned. Every such town had

nominated by the women and when elected

|
' capital city to go over and decide

matters of concern to them and their people. These meetings were similar
‘E?.Qa..%___conéfr?%ﬁ __é%%.__!au_es_t_ ions were

y vote prevailed, which is the

;chefckeé Indians adopted this pian of

A close approach te Woman Suffrage

e-hundred years before it was in general

Y.

e Tennessee Cherokees were most advanced of 21l Indian tribes in

: !

s Indian corn was their princ

- ) .
squash, potatoes and melons were

4

T

also ‘were in their food fare.
b |

!
Tobacco was a gacred plant given
1 ! |

were found in ma

various designs

. Unusual pieces of potitery, decorated
n various parts of Tennessee and_

in America.

ipal food crop. But also beans, pumpkins,
grown; and nuts, fruits, and berries
obacco was also grown and used with some
ies as a tokeﬁ of friendship, ete.

by the "Great Spirit". Stone pipes of

ny places throughout Tennessee.

-1~

thout salary."At times, all the leaders of
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The life of married couples

character.

Religion:

history of our country.
-ﬁention should be made of an

of Rathaniel Gist,

They were in Tennessee when

"In every obiject,

-and gifts,

" Indian's life the

~ "as there was no promiscuity for t

The Cherokee neve

One Great Spirit

These spirits to

-

Thelr

accomplished on e
They believed in

Hunting Ground".

was usually happy and of high standards

he Cherokee possessed nobility of

r worshiped idols.

e
e

b
rr

made the world and a2ll that's

‘lar indwelling spirit.

be approached through prayers, promlqps
ldea of Ehe other world:
re to be in ‘harmony with what he had

arth. ' - Ii.:f. '{

| i
a life beyond the grave “"The Happy

First white sekElers arrived and

remained until driven west by tha United States gavernment in v101at¢oﬁ

of unquestlo 1able treaty rlghtd ln 1838 - "A Centuzy of Dlshonor“ in the

other 'white man-Cherokee marriage, that

a highly respected Indian trader and of a leading

‘Baltimore family who married the half-breed daughter of a prominent

chief,

wheseIndian name, “"Sequoyah",
as George Guess.

_ 8nd encouraged in early training by his mother.

Her Indian name was

Spokesman for

Seguoyah was. bo

the Chercekees and was one of the famous men of America.

"wutt

Thé

ch”. To this marriage was born a son
Lame One, was also known in later years
rn in 1770 and was greatly inflenced

He grew up to become

He
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- for his. With bits of_chaicoal

of-tﬁe Indian Nation. This.meda

is honored by the giant trees that bear his name, the stately Sequoias

of California. He fought in.the.war of 1812 and was fa;cinated by

pbserving for the first time the written messages sent by'the white men.

If they could do this for their

languége,_he determined it could be done

and pieces of bark he set to work. He

continued his task for years and'finaliy became the only man in the world

to perfect, single handed, a system of writing and reading of a languzge,

—i .

in his case that of his own people, the Cherokee. He invented 86 charac-

_ters from each scund of the Cherokee langusge, 2 single letter for a. .

syllable; and taught his daughter, Ahyokah, six years old, to read this

alphabet, He finished his work

Cherckees. In 1823 he wés award

pipes on one side and a head on
English and the other in his own

Sequoyah died in 1843 at th

in 1821 and it was adopted by the
ed a silvef medal by the Gasneral Council

1, made in Washiﬁgton, D.C., had two

the other. The inscription on one side in

Cherokee alphabet.

.

e age of 73 on a-trip te Mexico from the

new National Reservation in Arkansas in search of possible Cherckee kins-—

men of pre-historic ages, loyal

statue stands in the United Stat

t%his people to the end. Today his

es Capitol - erected in 1807 by the new

state of Oklahoma for the Chervkee genius,

In 1824 Atsi completed a tﬁanslation of the Gospel according to St.

John into Cherckee. The followi

ng year, 1825, David Brown a full blooded

Cherckee completed his translation of the rest of the New Testament. In

1828 the Cherckee Nation had a national press, a mational newspapcr, and

& naticnal magazine. It had set

¥

up a system of wational scheols, with

rEQUIa: standards of teaching aﬁd learning. The therokee Nation rewarded

23



Enmy Arminda,

-of major trails

Sequoyah with an income of $50l
owned salt bed near Sallisaw.

literary pensicn ever awarded i

the United States.

- - At the time of grandfather!

about 1818 the only roads were
course, used a'great deal. Amo

‘centers vere Crab Orchard and C

the Cherckee Indian trails which viere,

a ycar derived from the working of a natio
This was the flrst and probably only purely

n the hlstory and thhln the boundﬂrlns of

s marriage to his first wife, Amy Thompson,
of
g important Cherokee towns and tribal

rossville, the latter an 1ntersectlon point

;"thEMeas;wand w
north~sou£h Chégamauga Path, M
-Looper Branch was ‘the location

bmarker, and a smaller “Stand;rg

grancfathe*'s and Amy's new hom

" as late as 1961,

‘Great @randfather's good fiiend and hunting companion,

topeland", established his home

=st.Cumber7and Trace, and a branch of the - -

cnte?ey, only about six miles-southuast of
Tf the widely known “Standlﬁg Stene” trail

Stone” marker was in the front yvard of

¢ in Sunk Cane. It was standiﬁg there still

“Big Joe

and owned considerable timber and cultivater

land at the head of Comeland Cave for whom the cave was named and where yea:

'years later I was born on father's adgacent farm.

'Colonel Steohen Ccaeland who e

in Overton County in 1799, hunt

first year Wlth the famous Cherokee Chief, Nettle

¢€reck near Livingston was named.

devoted friend,

L]
e
-

; happy and fruitful married 1ife

'ary 8, 1ss0.

Soercnn,

To them was born ona

Pollv Janp,

Blg Joe s father,
sEabllshed the first white 5e;tler = home

€4 many days and camped many nights that

Carrler, for whom the

He was always remembered as a king,
i

congenial companion, and nobleman by nature.

77 In their Sunk Canc home Grandfather William and wife, Amy, lived a

for aboﬁt 31 years until her death Janu-

son, Sam H., and five daughters, Rebecca,

L g

"m"! Mayur

Frneh A e mhd 13
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Battle of Fishing

adulthood, married,

and had familics with the possible exception of Mary,

concerning whom I have no information other than the date of bex birth,

July 13, 1827_

The only son, Sam H., was

married Elizabeth Speck and to
: {

daughter. One son,

man, fought with General Jellicoffer in the Civil

" Cemetery in Middlesboro; Kentucky.

cerning son, Cortess; but

there were numerous grandchildren,

>

an outstandlng and successful mah.
Andrew Jackson {(Jack),
Creek in Kentucky.

all the other six children grew up, married,

They were a]l hlghly respected members of the community.

He

this union was born seven sons and onc

said to héve been a fine yoﬁng

War and wéé kilied in the
‘He was buried in the Congeaeréte

Thefe;is no available ‘information con--

‘and

exact number not known.

It Was'my pleasure and privilege to know personally GrldengQMper,

" grandson of grandfather's daughter,

another branch of the family. Grider was in the U.

He was also quite interested in

many interesting and useful data.

_ of Tenncssee College of Dentist%y graduate with

Rebecca, who married a Looper of

5. Postal Service for

‘many years, a splendid man of high intelligénce and pleasing personality.

Looper family history and supplied me with

Grider's son, Joe Bill, is a University

2 successful career.

| ;
The feeling and attitude of the white people of Tennessee and the

south toward the Cherckee Inaiaqs was in éuch sharp contrast to the status

¢f Negroes in the social struct+re as to seem incredible to outsiders not

intimately accuainted with the t

almost every way.

major difference. In fact, nume

% |

wo races which are so vastly different in

Color of skin is only one of many and by no means the

rous Cherokee Chiefs in the lBODHlédo peric



|

|

1
had negro slaves in varying numb?rs

!

did many of the pionecer white

26

a5
-+ — gettlers in the Cherokee country.
! 4
|
- ’
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. |
|
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Grandfather Williams Second Marriage and Second Family

&
LY

About eighteen and one~half monﬁhs after the death of his first
wife, Amy, grandfather married Nicey Bowman, July 22, 1851, uy grandmother.
she was one of the twin daughters born to Sanuel and Blizabeth{"Betsy"

stillwell} Bowman, February 6, 1830. At +the time of their marriage

gréndather was 53 years, 1l months and 21 days old and grandmother's age

was 21 years, 5 months and 21 days.

A e e A e 7 5 i T S S S - L e i e o e e e e B

The earliest Bowman (often spelled Boman) family to settle in

_ Overton County was that of Josiéh'who arrived in the early 1800's. He

was born in North Carolina and was of German lineage, He came from a
large settlement of Pennsylvani% Dutch in SW North Carcolina whose:

ancestors came from scutheastern Pennsylvania,

History records that large numbers of German immigrants settled in
southeastern Pennsylvania in the early 1700's adjoining the English
| . B

SQtt}ements on the eastk, and that of the Scotch-Irish on the western

frontier., From each of these tLree early colonist groups considerable

L] |

I 5 N
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pumbere within a few years iﬁmi‘rated southward through Virginia to

) @ A
soubthwestern North Carolina. Sime stopped for a few years or permancntly
in Virginia enroute: but large ﬁumbers of the éennsylvani% migrants
arrived in south central and so;thwestern North Carolina té establish
laxge settlements éhere. In this migration and after settlement in North
Ca#olina, the English, Germans,.an& Scotch~Irish were associsted together
to-a-considerable éxtent, and tﬁere was intermingling and intermarriages
as was tﬁe case in all the colonies as the years ?assed.

The German ‘settlers in Pennisylvania who remained in the general area

of first location became later known as “Pennsylvania Dutch" and their

descendants there as well as in other states in many instances continue to

be so designated to this day . ‘
In the 1790 census for North Carolina, there are listed eight Bowman

families. 1In all probability scme or all of them were clesely related

to Josiah Bowman, my maternal ancestor, who migrated west into Tennessee

and OvertonICcunty; ‘
It is definitely known thaﬁ Bowmans, Specks, Leas, and Allreds of
later Overton County family connections with the Loopers, all trace their

i _ _
ancestry to earlier close familﬁ associations in the western Carolincs,

and in many cases from there baqk through Virgini-» to Pennsylxan*a where

they were a part of the great early 18th century mlgratlon from England,
Ireland, Scotland and Germany »‘all Teutonlc in racial origins.

Josiah Bowman had one daugﬁter, Polly, who married William Stout and

|
four sons, one of whom was Samuﬁl, who was born in North Carolina before

!
the family moved to Overten Couﬂty, Tennessee. Samuel married Elizabeth

1
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e

wd

- married Magness -Speck to Which.ubion was» born.six sons and seven ... .. __

(Betsy) Stillwell who was also ﬁorn in North Carolina} Samuel and Betsy
estabiished a home in eastern Overton County not man?_miles from the
Loopers and the homestad of Gradﬁféther Wiiliam-Looper, Sr. They prospered
and accumulated consideraﬁle lanﬁ aﬂd'other préperty. Samuel was a

skiiled mechanic and gun maker. To him and Betéy were bérn three sons

and four éaughters. Cne of the twin daugﬁters was Nicey, my graﬁdmother.

I

. To Grandfather Willian Looper and Grandmother Nibey were bdrn_foﬁr

sons and two daughters. They were Delia_hnn, born June fﬁ, 1852, who

. daughters all of whom lived to aﬁulthood and most of them after marriage

. - | : :
had large families. Joseph, Jr.L born November 11, 1855, married twice and

had cne son and three daughters. He died in early life at the age of thirty

‘-nine._ William.Thomas_born 5anua£y 3, 1858, my father, and whose life will

be discussed in some detail .later in these memoirs: Magness

g

«~ {("Uncle Hunt") born April 20, 18L2, married Alice West and to them was

~ born one son and two daughters. He diéd of tuberculosis at the age of

‘thirty-four. Anthony Center ("Uncle Ruff") born July 7, 1865, married

Sarah Ann Allred and to them was born two sons, William and Chester. He

' died, alszo of tuberculosis, at the age of thirty-one. ILee Ann born July 6,

1868 married Pierson Allred and to them was bo;n.ﬁne son, Charles Ernesk,

) ‘ | .
later to be for many years a faculty department head a€ the University of

l
Tennessee. She died tragically at the age of twenty-one.

. |
Grandfather and Grandmother Looper lived full, fruitful and

Eventfui 1ivés together for thirty-two years, one month, and three days

until grandfather's death con nugﬁst 24, 1883. During the more than sixty

\
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'baggers.
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years of grandfather s life in Lhe Sunk Cane, from the time his fllst

~ house was establlqhed there until hlS death he acqulred extensive 1and

L and hardWOod tlmber holdlngs - more than 1,000 acres - and must have been

by the standards of that day, a wealthy man. It has been said that at
one time he owned forty-two Negro slaves, It is certainly a known fact

that he was a considerate, behevolent, kindly friend of these Negroes who

e

_depended on him entirely for food, clothing, shelter, and prdtection

in health éickness, and death. Moreover, this warm relgtionship is

“further attested by the fact” thaE"ﬁ'he of these Negro et who had been

. leave
under hlS care and proLectlon sg long were willing to Raxz their homes

© after the E “mancxpatlon Proclaﬂatlon untzl fovced to leave by the Ca“pet—

Grandfather's mountain and valley farm lands were sufficiently
_ | . _

‘extensive for him to present each of his five sons a debt-free farm or

- equivalent when they were'marrieb as wvell as comparable assistance to the

déughters when married. One of his grandsons made the statement that ten

miles could be traveled down the valley of the West Fork of Obey River in

eastern Overton County without gFtting off farm lands owned in the mid

1800's and later by Loopers, Bowmans, and Allreds. A large portion,

extending up into the timberlands an%&ncluding'the Sunk Cané area was

owned by grandfather for years, EHis two brothers, Samuel and Magness

and their offspring, were well-to-do ﬁalley farmers also and most of them

in this same general region.

Grandmother Looper was a mosit remarkable woman in many respects.

Married at twenty-one, as the second wife of a prominent mature man

-30- .
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- eighty-four years of age, W

thirty-three years her senior, |with no personal financial resources at
all, and no formal educatinn whatsoever, she nevertheless was a marvelous
personality and one of the most widely known, admived, and respected

women in the whole region for many years until her death in 1914 at

Quite contrary to what might be expected, or feared, in modern times,
these grandparents had no marithal difficulties to warrant even mentioning

within or ocutside Ffamily circles then or in later years. Apparently they

a

“supplemented each other exceedingly well. aGrandfathe;nwas-theustabilizing,

managing factor of mature good Jjudgment. Grandmother had youth, dgood looks

great courage, initiative, and a world of energy and vitality. When

things.needed dcing, she got th%m done quickly. She mﬁst hzve been about

5'=1" poxr 2% and normal at maybe?llo or so, blue eyes, brown hair, but not

-

.red or auburn, -One description of her, a little bundle of dynamite!

Tennesaee, as was Overton ount , was a major battlpground of the Ciwvi
Y

. War throughout its long duratlon and af ermath. Grandnother s oldost Chlld

daughter Della Ann, was born in 1852 and her youngest Lee Ann in 1868. 1In
1864, possibly the most terrlbl vear of the war, her oldest child was
twelve, next a.éon nine, next a sdn six, nexﬁ a son two. At that time
grandfather was sixtywseﬁen anﬂlnot inlrobust health, IE is‘not possible

to think of any moﬁher at any time in American history who could have

"had & more dlfflCult dangerousiy terrlfylng ten years than grandmother had

scouting -
in the 18s58-58 perlod. COnstant raids for food or shelter by mzountix

- barties, army detachments, and later and worst of all the Carpetbaqggers,

outlaws and criminals. No law ﬁrotection of any kind, isolated, and any:

Y
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" kind and poultry ln_51ght taken Thenever ssen or found.
 carried in a "money belt" on her person and. hidden in P
Fact thaL as conditions existed .in Overton Cbunty ce

ke 1560%s, this __cr_g_f;zpi_za*;_ip_nh,.,é?’?f vigilantes was the

'aSSLStance from the Negroes in procurlﬁg food, especially

s b ﬁ_{__l_m_‘ﬁﬁwm,,,-.:-,;.;c..«,_a_ﬂ._.,\..s. U R e R e e T S A T SR
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food supply at all neccssarily 50 carefully and 1ngﬁnucuc1y hidden a3 not

to be quickly found by raldcrs always in a hurry. All 1ivestock af GvVery

Small_amountS of

gold and silver, the only money possessed of any value she had, was

od mattressed-

wply an lndlsputable

whatever héy be said abqut the Xu Klux Klan, it is sim

rtainly, 2% well as

fany other similarly s;tugted localitieé in the south for a time in R

enly protactlon

whatever local people and diéfranéﬁiséa citisens had from lawlessneﬁsa

of course, SO

Snbelievable brutality, and utter chaos. There was,

home—g rowh

vegetables, until they were. drlﬁen away by the Cﬁrpctbaggers. NeighPOTrs

were mostly similarly sitvated vomen and children, also alon® during the

i -. | B . . - 1 : - i o- ﬂo 1’5
war period and in many cases afterwards as a result of war cagualtic®-

under—

It is very haxd for people who did not live in that period to

stand the conditions.’ The battles and ralds and marches to and fro 2T both

armies had destroyed millions ok dollars worth of property. Horses And

mules had been taken away, hogs, milk cows, and a1l cattle kille

g robbed and

a feo r meat,

grain and hay wasted and hauled away. Stores and reoidenco

burned. Wagons and farming tools destroyed. The people had very 1i€tle

money to buy anything and were almost without food and elothing. Ty ousand;

of the bravest and best men of the state had been ki1lled in battle, and

g O Lt ¢
thousands wore wgre maimed forlllfe. _Desolate homes OVer the lang@; ~hureh

and schools had been converted [into hospitals and many waro burned winen

abs _ . . s -
abandoned - some to prevent sp%eaﬁ of discases, othars from plain ar-strxuc

32
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tive mganncas - ashes, grief, desolation everywhere.
But the pioneers of Tennessce were not of a stock Lo sit down in
; ; . | ; _ . ' ’
despair. They were a brave, pﬁtient, hardy race of vhom their descendants

are justly proud. They went to work with what they had in every way they

could to rebulld thelr homes afiter four yearr of war and devaqtatlon. In

-

the spring of 1865 at the end of the war the plcture was dark indeed. But
between 1865 and 1870 the men aFd women of our famlly along with the others

of Overton County and the state hegan the revival of their resources in

‘this difficult reconstruction period.

e s el e e it e 1 e

It was partlcularly dlfflcult for grandfﬁther and grandmobher because

of his age and 11m1ted physical strength and the ages of the children. The

loss of the labor of the NegroeF could not immediately be replaced.
CefEainly every member of the fémily was a rfull-time worker, and did any-
thing and everything he or she could do that had to be done, Father told m

of plowing at the age of ten which would have been in 1868. The “power"

= |
ﬁhlling the sihgle or double sh%vel homemade plow I do not know. It mnight
. _ | ¥, o r

: | e _
have been a mule or even a milk cow! By that year Unecle Joe was thirteen
and doing a full-time man's work Gréndfather; undoubtedly, made many of

the farm tools in “he blackamlt? shop as well as articles of furnlture and

bulldlng materials. ' {

And so the fortunes of the fanlly were slowly and steadlly rebu1]t

until the children reached adulthood married, and left the parental hame.

Grandfather passed away in 1883% Aunt Delia Ann had been married long

before'in 1868; Uncle Joe abou? 1878; Father in 1882; Uncle "Hunt"” about

: ] . |
1883; and Uncle "Ruff" and AuntiLee Ann in 1885, These data indicate that

it was only three years after féther’s marriage until grandmothcr was at

| » :
last alono in the 01d Sunk Cave ihomo. JF:?

T s
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“which was commonplace at all me
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Father's three brolthers were intclligenﬁ respected men of pleasing
personalities and attractive appearance. They married woman of good

famllles and their chllﬂren lxkqwlse were attractlve and lntellngcnt Each

I
of them died whlle still ycung men- Uncle Joe at. 39; Uncle Hunt at 34 and

.|

Uncle Ruff aL 31 years of age. rTraglcally, in each_case the contributing

causes were said to have been alcohol and tubercu1051s. In that period of
B : .

"terrific stress; exposure in inédequate clothing to all kinds of inclement

| _
: I : . :
weather; hardships of extreme severlty; and worrles and frustratlons con-

.stantly, it is little wondernthat both these. desttoyers —of 1143 were widely

prevalent and death rate very high. Distilleries for making “whlte mule”

whiskey from corn, and others for making brandy from apples and other fruit

- were numerous in the mountains and along the many pure water spring

“bhranches”. Legal controls and restrictions were ineffective or largely
ignored for yearxs after the war, and there was no social stigma to drinking
i ) | : :

|
etings and gatherings except within churches

‘Nevertheless the gréat majoritﬂ of people were deeply religious, and well

waware of the ev;ls and dangers of exce551ve or even moderate hubltual

-6r1nklng of alccholic bevehages and strongly cpposed the hqblt.

There is no record of grandfathev himself being a teetolar but

;certalnly he was not a “arlnklﬁg" man. My father never used tobacco nor

alechol in any form at any tlmq

Soon after grandfather‘s QQath in. 1883 his estate and personal
’ i ' : , @
property was divided among the heirs according to his will and the old

. : | :
house disposed of, each of theichildren already having an established

home elsewhere. Grandmother dépended on father entirely for the managemen
of every detail of her business affairs. She trusted him implicitly and h

-
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After the scttlement of grandfather's estate{ fathé;.purchased for
- tgraﬁﬁmother with her assets a farm.of 116% acres. This farm was.béunded
l on the éduth side by West Fork Riyer. Actually_the eﬁtire acreage éxtendea
from a high river bank of 160'~200{ ot so-upwa:a aloﬁg a rolliﬁg and

-

rapidly rising slope for one-quarter mile or more into heavy timberland to

the north boundary line. ﬁore thah half the'land was rough pasture unsuiltec
for cultlvatlon, p0551bly a fauith leber and twenty to thlrty acres crop-
land, producing usually corn, oats and clo~timothy hay. The 1ocat10n was

|
~~~convenlent1y -near t“%homes of Ajnt Delia Ann, Unclie Joe,. Uncle Russ, .and...___

L

unt Lee Ann, each of whom WEYEIW‘thln four and onewhalf mllms and all alon

| -
the Wést Fork River Valley. Father's home in Coneland gﬁve was four miles

west toward lelngston, and Uncle Hunt's hone was about seven miles farthe:
s : - . 7 |
i:) west in Hartsoe Cdve. | =¥

The bulldlngs were quite a@equate for grandmﬁther s use. The residenc

5 was big enough but not too big Wlth a 1arge 11v1n« room and very large
_ _ - '
chimney fireplace; a large bedroom, 1arge kltchen—dlnlng rocm with chlmney-

'fireplace for wood fuel, and 1aFge wood burning kitchen range. The house

_ was L-shaped with full length wide cd&ered porch along the inside of the L,

% overloohlng the river below and mountalns beyond +o the east. There was, c

3 ~ course, the usual separate bu1lp1ng "Smoke house” for meat$ curing and

gtorage, a large vegetable and Erult cellar; and a barn for a work team of

hoxrses, saddle horse and two m;ﬁk cows {alternating, one giving milk while

f 'the other "dry". The dwelling Mas of logs and lumber construction, well

i) built and gquite ccmfortﬂb]y waﬁm in winter and cool in summer. The settimn

was picturesque and beautiful, J Grandmother lived hare alone for thirty

yoars until her death in 1914

-

ks T L e

54 84 years of age.
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Of course, I never knew grhndfather who died before I was born, but
from the time I was about six t? seventeen years of age I knew grandmother

very intimately - an exceptionaily close relatibnship - and unusual for a

young boy and elderly lady, even a gr nﬂmother P0951ble explanatlon %
grandmather s deep love for fat?ar (he was everythlng to her) and I was h1$

only son. Anﬁ for my part the %solatlon of llvlng CDndlthnS meant I had

vexry few or hwrdly any playmates of my own age.  So there were frequeht

trips w1ﬂu father and mother, vma horeeback once or twice. a month for years

.. to go over to West Fork for a. v;s;L wlth gkandﬂaJ m_w_hm;““__;w_$_memL;_Am_

- Always a big event for me. I There were cblckens all over the place,

and a big frled chlcxen dinner a1ways on the “porch" in summer, and in
|

.style -~ the best linen tablecloth and blue wlllow chlna - and hot biscuits

and honey and jam, big layer caka, and strawberry ple or aople pie!

Amd then grandma and I explorea Lhe place many times just us two alone.

She showed me the "crops™® and th< hired man she had to flre < “trl”lln _no,
good scalawag“ - "not worth gulley dlrﬁt"' Wbuldn £ work! And then all
the fruit trees in the orchard - each one a llttle dlffﬂrent from ours at

heme —~ the big vegetable garden énd bérry patch - some t*mes a little calf
I
from one of the cows or a newborn colt from her saddle mare - the big spring

at the foot of the hill below the house near the river bank. An& she showed

me her "gecret" gold and silver cache in her bed mattress - gz real treasure

and told me of many happenings d@ring the war years and soon after - ang of
. . |

the Negroes in old long past days - one young Negro “"George" was given

father at three or four years of age as a sort of "bodyguard" as well as

Playmate!, She showed me her wool carding "tools", the spinning whecl

Weaving loom, and quilting frame and carefully explo;ned to me how they

36
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wero used bf her for m She still had and wore homemadc, from

" the raw wool, “llnqey“ dresces &n winter an& still made wool socks for son,
- fom. I can see her yet in v1v16 memory going to church, her church Shiloh

Cunberland Presbyterian - beautifully hahdnade black dress trimmed with

much black laca, the cutest 11ttle black hat - a 1ong black riding skirt,

i)

qulely detacnable ~ the mountlﬁg stool at home and another at church. She
was devout and dedlcathd in her rellglon, and to her “thOcrltES" were an

abomination! At most of the "Camp Meetlngs“'and ”Revivals“ there were both

mornlng and afternoon services with enormous quantltles cf home-cooked
I

et e o e e R s I 1 i

fried chicken, ‘pies, cakes, eggg, ham, hone—grown vegetables - everythlng -

served on long tables under the;trees at noon on the church grounds at

Shiloh. ;

on these occasicﬂs grancm“ns big wall fillea basket always brouw%t by

::) her on her saddle mare was a center of 1nterest for the quallty of her
: | ' _
cooking was known “far and near“; And it was here that her vital energy anc

' |

fortbrlgnt “mlselonary" Splrlt had its greatest effect. She was all over '

the place seeing to i that ever&one had plenty Lo eat - except the lcnfers

:
- | !

and hangers on, pushlhg in for a|b1g free meal uth no intention of golng
ingside the chu*ch door. To each and all of these gentry she often made a

few personal “evangEllsth" rema;ks about what galng to church should maaa -
| : i

food for the soul as well as thelbody. - 1nved her warm gentleness - and

also her courage and razor—sharpidlrectness when the occasion demanded: and

I honor her memory.

4 She was burzed in the 11ttl¢ hillton fammly cemetery plot a few hundrec

b Yaxds above and ovcrlooklng her ﬂome for SO many years, where also are

hurieq her oldest son, Joe; her }oungest daughter, Lee, mother of Charles
: | ; )

Fraosg Allred; and son, Tom, my father, and hic first born Coya, my sister,



- Scotch-Irish arrivipg and first éetﬁling in southeastern Pennsylvania and

"Bardsley‘S"Dictionary'df'English'énd Welsh surnames {page —72)- and-a burial -
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sy, kel

vho died at the age of three yea?s, six months.
(vhat about "Standing Stone"? ie%Park Livingston-5tanding Stone -~ Montercy

and in grandfather’s front yard + at Sunk Cave and probable Standing Stone

grail?
-

My maternal grandparents were James Harvey Speck and Rebecca (Lea)
Speck whe were both korn and 1iv%d their entixe lives in Overton County,
Tennessee, and in or within a few miles of Livingston, the County Seat.

- 3 ) i ’ ’ I » v
The earliest references we have to the family name "Speck" is in

record 1642 of Joane, wife of Zacgkary Speck, St. Michael, Cornhill. From

1

all available family records and|word of mouth legends paSSedlon over the

years, the assumption seems justified that our earliest Epeck ancestoys to

reach Emerica were a part of the great migration of English-German and

'New York in the early 1700's. From there they became a part of the migratic
% | .. E
-seuthward, slowly and with numéréus stops in west central Virginia, along

_the Great Wilderness Indian Traii into soukh central and southwestern Morth

: ‘ | . =, 5
Carolina where they are still 1i¢ing today, numerous descendants of these

éfe-ReVolution Speck family pion%ers. | | _" s

~ My maternal éreat Grandfather Jqﬁn Speck was born in Nofth Carclina
October 3, 1212. His wife, Greaﬁ érandmothcr Nancy.FﬁshburnT Speck, was bor
May 3, 1818. They moved to 0ve¥éon County, Tennessee either before or soon
after their marriage in the earl$ 1800's. Xt is probable that the first
Speck éamily to arrive in Dv;rton County fromlthe No?th Ca;olina Scttlement

Was grandfather's father whose given name I do not know but whose wife my
% ¥ ! %

g
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maternal great great grandmother's name is believed po have been Barbara
and listed in the 1850 Overton éounty census as having been born in North
Carolina.iﬁ 1779. Great grandf%ther Jchn'had a.brothér Morgan twa years
youngexr, and poséiblé other broéheré and sisters wﬁo either came with their
father's‘family from ﬁorth Caro#ina or were born in'Overton County,
Tennessee after arrival. | i

Great gréndfather thn andéWife Nancy had_twelve'children, five sons

ahﬁ seven daughters, all of whom lived to adulthood and eleven of them

,-married and.had a total of fifty-two éhildren:w—Twemsoﬁsrand-a~daughter~-“m~

each had nine children! Great grandfather’'s brother Morgan married Lila

Looper and they had eight children! With this characteristic of the Specks‘

of the early years to have largé families their numbers increased rapidly

so that their contribution to all phases of the life and development of this
section of Tennessee in the'l9tﬁ century was substantial and important.

Grandfather James Harvey qu born in Overton County July 17, 1837.

His wife, my grandmother, was Rebecca Lea who was born February 20, 1841

- : wer
also in Overton Cocunty. They were married June 16, 1859 and to them was

born eight children all of whomélivedlﬁo adulthood,; four sons and_four

daughters; Their names, in the%order of birth were: James Malachi who =

. - '.;'\'c re ’ ) ;
married Mary Adeline King and to whom was born four sons and five daughters

o, o

Leona Ellen, who married William Thomas {Tom) Looper, and to whom was born

one son and two daughters; Burr L., who married Hettdie Mitchell, and to who

was born one son and one daughtdr, John W., who married Lou Moore and ta
0 i . .

wvhom was born two sons and three daughters, Dr. George E. Speck, a

splendid voung man of great proﬁise who dicd unmarried, the week of his
‘ _ | ;



graduction from Medical Colleg# of meningitis; Annie Louise (a twin} who

& married James Walker and to Whom was born two daughters; Nanecy Vorine,
|
M _ , : _ ‘ .
" who married Ben Bowman, no children; Nora, who married Aubrey Dale and to

© whom was born one son; and 2Amy who married Walker D, Guthrie, and to whom
was born one son and two daughtiers.
el -

For many years, and while all the children were growing up Grandfatherx

and Granémother Speck owned and?onerated the well-known “Harvé-Speﬂk" farm

in central Copelani Cave, Whlch is a smdll oval valley about tnree and one-

__Whalfumlles long,.eastmdnd.west -and one- and one—hal‘ mlles wide,  north-and -

- |

south, entlrely surrounaed by mountalnoua foothllls coverea wi Lh a varlety
I

of t;mber—aam, poplar, hlckory,iwalnut, sugar naple, red cedar,'and other
trees - and located flve miles sauth of Livingstom, the County seat. From
,\‘h the vmlley floor the surroundwng timbered hills anpeared hlgh rugged and

o
almost 1mbentr?b1e. but actually thlS valley or "Cave® and surroundlng rive;
!

-extendlng for miles in all dlre¢tlons, was and is quite representative of

-_the_greater portion of Overton ¢ounty,_the eastern portion of which rises
3 . - I . .
F | 7 ) % & )
in altitude as the whole foothill area extends on eastward and upward into

‘ 2 F o .
P

the Cumberland Mountain range. | : E et
|
g
The Speck farm, centrally located in the Cdve, was one of the best and

“most productive in the area with some 100 ac1e§ or more of level croo.land
énd timbered acreage bordering Qn the ncrth and south. A fine flowing
Spring of pure soft water emergfng from the hillside "“in the woods" just .

| '
above the fa:m_bulldlngq on the north side of the farm was a great asset,
= prov;dlng an abundance of purn water at all times not only for domestic use

but ﬁor‘year round livestock use@as well. As was the case with productive

Lfarms of Overton County, middle Lnd eastern Tennesscee in the 19th century
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the primary objective was '"a way|of life" - freedom of novement, of
| 3 w
cllglous worehlp, of personal ploperty ownervhlp rlghts, of close associ-

ation and cooperation with nelghbors; and the Productlon of_all essential

] | .
foods for the family at home. nyond this, -there was livestock-cattle,
hogs, and dairy products for cas# sales and barter for clothing, food

| -
!

additives-spices, sugar, coffee, etc. If, in a very good year, there was

a little extra cash or livastock} that was the opportunity to buy or trade

for additional crop or timber lana'pr better quality breeding stock in

i [ s —_
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a1l members of the family had regular assigned duties and work to do

daily and'seasénally; but there were many opportunities for recreation and
" y . ! ; T .
 fun within the family and coﬁmﬂnity - big famin dinners and relatives get-

togethers, competitive sports, hbrseback rldlng and rac1ng, marksmanship and

; |
huntlng - a full life for all.

The Tom Locper farm where I was born was llttle more than a mile from

L

the Speck farm but while over thpre many times, strangely enough I actually

Spent very little time there, maihlylbecause in 1891 when I was two years
S | i '

©ld Grandpa and Grandma Speék retired from farming, turned the farm over
to Uncle John to operate under their direction, bought a l2-acre tract in

Livingsteon, built a home on it aﬁd moved to town. A little later Uncle John

married and to him and wife Lou has born five children. During the subse-

quent period of some ten years, they lived on and operatéd the farm. During

my pre—school years these cousins were too young for regular playmates.

»

- In 1891 ‘when grandpa built Fhe home on the l2-acre tract which had a
] ! "u [l
frgntagc on Broad Street and w1b only one block, Courthouse Square, lelngstc
!

“Was just-a small sprrwling pionecer country town with about a dozen
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busines houbev around the Scuare facxng the Courthouse, which was encldsed
by a heavy “log Chuln" about four feet above ground threaded through 10“ bl

16" hardwood oosts spaced about | twcnty reet apart - the "parking” place for

saddle horse" + and an QCCQSLOHEI male -- these belng Lhe only means ©of

transPOﬁLatlon at that time, for back country roads were oftcn 1noassab1e

- =

for eveﬁ:carts or buggles in wet weather and koo rough in dry!

: Grandfather had no ﬁhought of “retlr:ng in the modern sense. :Instead

-
-

he &evel@geﬁ and 1mbroved a cowplete mlrlature farm with a hundred hives o+

""'hees —-Emzary -~ and’ stralnea'heney and beeswa% “hisTrEasH ExeET LT T Higs motive

pawer was:hls sturdy (and for Sunﬁays, sadédle ana/or buggy) horse "01ld
Eloyﬁ"bl.ﬁe'haa a full line oﬁépe horse size implements - turnlng_plcw,

harraw; cnlgivators, hay mower, ' rake, etc. There was a very compietg oot

(:) haxn.thh:haylnft, grain bln, tWo “sLalls“ for horse and a milk cow, znd in

side shalter for the buggy. Dawn below on the cresk was a pig pen for two
pigs Wthh'WEre fattened each year 'and butchered — and reolaced - in the
Xate Eall_‘?Sbrang CrEﬂk a small but year—rﬁund flow1ng stream of soft * -
watar Ehrgugh town, was ﬁhe natufal dralnage‘Channel and ideal saﬁrce-ﬁf

I;vestcck:water for all residents. This stream bisected grandpa's llttle

£arm, an& Hlﬁh a fenced lane from the barn down to.the creek he had no wate

o

problen at:all in ecaring fox hls horse, cow, and pigs - and there was, of

cou;se, a,chipken house and yand adjacent to the barn, This area around tt

barn and Gown to the creek, about two acres, was grass pasture for horse,
tow and sumetimes chickens; and about thirty feet inside the property line

.-
.

was a large black walnut trae_ﬁhich produced more than enough nuts for all
tho family}and'their close friends. The vegetabls garden was large and

.} > ] 3 : i
in its varisties and quality was a speeial source of pride to grandpa and
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grandma - they always had something very special from the garxden for all

visits to and from the "children" in season, as well as from the big
storage cellar in winter, Fruiﬂs from the orchard were in abundance,

especially apples. .

-
| . : " . @ g s

The bees and Apiary involved a special yard and building and equipment.
One end of the long building waﬁ a wood_shop where grandpa made all his
hives while all his farm and garden and orchard equipment, lumber, tools,

and suxrplus hives wexe stored id the other end, Actually for that aay

b o e B e i s S B | e e G s s e s

grdndoa was an expert in the productlon of heney and certalnly the ouhsh:ndw
ing produger_in the County. He was intensely interested in the honey bee
and learned everything he couldéabout them by experience and from written

ma£eriai from the A.I.Root éomp%ny,qné of the largest Apiaries of the coun-
<:> try; ﬁe bought “pedigree@“ Queén_gees of the iméro%éd 1ightef colored,
L‘éasier té handle, Xtalian varieﬁf from this-company.and constaﬁtly improved'
. hﬁs whole cdlony. In his laterlyears, thle éont;nu;ng the wearlﬁg of his
.“Bee Bonnet“ andgloves vwhile working among thehlves, actually he knew them
so weil - and they knew hlm; or at least were so unalsturbed by his manner
qf handling them, that hg could:and did go into any of the hives for any
time fcr“any purpose and very rérely if at all suffcred a bee-sting. He
could have expanded into a laréer cammerclal buszneqs.probably had he been
younger and ﬁore primarily 1ntenested in making ﬁoney, but he kept his color
size to one he could handle himSelE alon%} and he handled it well and de-
. nrved % great deal of happing§s in doing so, Even with onlgioqe—hundre&
'*) hives the yearly honey harvest ﬁas a sizable event and extcnded over two or
three IWF_-eks:_ A hand-onarated 'ce;ni:rifuqal marhine ceparated tha hanov frem

the comb, and then came careful straining and getting both the honey and
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¢hose "harvests” there was a lot of honey - all over the place for days! |

s My comments concerning Grandpa Speck are madeé as a result of the

extremely close personal relati&nship I had with him during much of the last

- seven years of his life from lBi?, my first year in school, to his death on

December 25, 1904. _ W

There was a short four or ffive months "subscription® school each year
about a mile from our farm home ‘in the little “Frog Holler" Schoolhouse,

; a lady “teacher® being secured who would have free board and room among the

-—“_fpatronsrﬁomething'Iike a guestr{and be'pa%d?amgmali*mOﬁthly fée“by—theﬁ“fbr'
her services. But father and ﬁéther wanted me to have a.better'eaucétional
foundatign tﬂan this arrangement afforded. Whén I was.éight years old
(Januarf 26, 1897) I Ead learneé the alphabet and to read the First Readerx

e quife vicll at home. At that time there were two schoels in Livingston, one,
1 _ : :

sty
-

* ¢ Overton Academy in town, and the other, CGood Hope Institute, a mile emst of

town. Good Hope was the better?huilding, serving alép as a Community

B&ptist Church. And with Profeésor Andrew Jackscn Taylor recognized as the
best disciplinarian and gualified teacher in the area as "Headmaster", it
was decided that I should go to Good Hope. Grandpa and grandma's two

ybungest children, my dunt Nora (21) and 2unt Amy (18) were still unmarried
and at home, but there was more than plenty of rcom in the house and with

Nora chief cook and Amy foiciai dishwasher and room cleaner and grandma

deneral overseer of the household, I was admitted to the inner family circle

for a relationship that was to last seven years, for the school term of eacl
o~ 2 P .
i ﬁq year. There was a small probleﬁ at the outset regarding Good Hope. Here

was a green, pint size kid, first time away from home and acquainted with

| 44 ‘
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were bullfrogs, were an educatien in themselves. Squirrels, oppossums, and
—wartridges were around as were a few hens with their own brood of chickens :
running around loose in the orchard - each old hen tied to a stake in a

shady spot - all sorts of fascinating Ehings in and on a little farm - and sc

many discoveries -~ beautiful buttérflies and beautiful flowers -~ an old man

who thotoughly enjoved being a boy again and a boy eternally asking question:
Strange, but a fact. I participated in and enjoyed all school'ground gémes

from marbles to baseball; but after school I always went airéctly home and

L never. loafed or played. games around Courthouse.uquare or on the. streetq_and

never went over into town after Suppgr, although even in those days many
boys did. Grandpa 1& not drink or use tobacco in any form. He read the
Bible a gre1t deal and was f;r years much interested in all passages
:} reférring to the Devil. IHe believed in a Pérsonal Devil - The Evil One -
Eyerlasfingly working against theésPirit and purposes of‘God; He ?arely if
ever attended Church servicés‘altﬁ;ugﬁ a devout Chriétiﬁn. |
~He died December 25 11904 at tbe age of smxty—se?én years, fl;; months,

and eight dys, mourned by all relatlves and a host of frlenas - with no

enemles. His passing was a great'loss to me but his memory a treasured

heritage., He had enlisted in the 25th Tennessee Infantry Company D organizeﬁr

at Livingston June 1, 1861 and became a 2nd Lieutenant. He part1c1patea in

@ number of 1mportant battles in Tennessee including the Battle of Shiloh,

but he vas extremely reluctant to talk about the War and never did at.any

time with me. The horrors of that peried described to me by Grandma Looper

ﬂﬁ -tade it easy to understand wﬁy as an active participant he did not want to

relive the war years in conversations with anyone.

Grandma (Rebecca (Lea) Sﬁeck was‘quiet and nonaggresive, devoted to
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husband and children. She was @ever gquarrelsome and while not a strong

character was completely loyal, peace-loving, and a lovable person with no

bad habikts or seriogs féulhs. '?gpur Paf was the gﬁea#est'man in the
world to her. | |

Her father was Malachi Leaéborn in Nbrth Carolina April 15, 1816 ang
died in Overton County, Tenness%e March 14, 1870 - at neariy fgftyjfour

cars of age, Her mother Pnieicox before marriage, was born in North
Y g9 ¢

.Carolina February é, 1822 an& dled July 18915 at the age of nlnety ~-three.

were #
.To them was . bovn thlrteen cnllﬁ:en five of. whom died in early 11fe.,mThreQ"

sons and five daughters grew to adulthood, married, most of them having

larger families, bhorn, zreared aéd living their entire lives in Overton

County.

" The Lea family lineage was Engll s and the spelling of the name ante-

" dated the later spelling "Lee" in.this country by most branches of the

_'family; all, Eowever, having a QOmmoﬂ early English ancestfy. It is said

that General Robert E. Lee spelied his name "Lea" when he first entered

West Point. Name is derived from the local "At the Lea" a meadow or grassy

plain, as Richard Lea of the Lei Company, Cheshire, England 1563 and .

William de la Lea Company O of England 1273A, Thé.firét Lea families to
reach America settled in King add Gueén, and Essex Cdﬁnties in the Dragon
Swamp Neighborhood, Virginia, s@metime prior to 1700. Some cf them

moved on south into North Carolina. Thé 1790 United Statés census 1i§ts
eight familiess of Leas in Caswell County, North Carolina, oﬁe of which was
that of Captain John Lea, uédouﬁtedly, a Revolutionary.war'cfficer. In
North Carolina the Leas were ass;cinted with the Loopers, Bowmans, and
Specks of our family ancestry, some migrating into ecastern Tahnessoe.

Creat arandfathiecr Marhi AnAd nfhares AF hie maar ralakirran



influence of Uncle Gearge Speck and Professo: Hutfield pa;ticularly served
to change desire to detemmination.

There were many talks with father dufipg these mﬁnths‘together and
while he pqinted out the oppoft@nities hear home in real estéte, timber, an
agriculture, it was his desire éhat I make my o#n choice of a life career.
He had told me many times that if it had been possible for him in his own
carly life to secure a college educatlon in preparaticn for a profession,
hlSICthCe would have been med;c;ne .whleh he regarded second only tolthe

- .ministry asnihe_greatest of_allithemmajcr”proféasionsm§nmthe_service-ﬂf ______ =
mankind. I was quite dubious of nmy own basic qualifications for that Dro-
ﬁssion; my only noteworthy aptithde so far in séhool if any, h- vlng been

[

math. However, we were in complete agreement that I was too ycunj and

o,

. |
g inexperienced to make a final decision this early anyway, so we agreed that
Vil i : 1

. ¥ would make my best efforts in Cookeville High Scheol to be able to meet
college entrance requirements, agﬁ, if sﬁccessful, I would try for admission
the fnllowing year to Peabody College which at that time was the academic
divisio% of the UanErSltY of Nashv1lle from the Medlcal Collegeﬂof vhich
Uncle George had graduated. And if all that workead out, I would take a pre-
medical course for one year at least, and then decide whether to go on into
- medicine or not. |
The summer of 1905 was a happy one. .MY own gaited, bay saddle mare
"Lena™ was my pride and joy; Father had bought her fér me while a young
colt, and she had never requiredi“breaking" in the usuval sense., I handleqd

~=" her hours at a time when at home and was riding her when less than a full

Year old. (I probably weighed le%s than 75 pounds myself then). She was

52
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2 beautiful animal with lots of style and action. By now, at 16, while

still small for my age, I had gréwn into adolescence during the pasé year

or so, and was very much interes#ed in seﬁeral Livingstén girls already

and quite1ciothes conscious. And so Lena pr;vided the gutlet this summev
vacation time for my big “show off" when going into town on dates or hoped-
for dates. Going down Main Streét'(not paved) on Lenz - sleck as & rikbon -
at her full speed single foot gait, horse and rider were maybe about egually
excited —4éuite'a show! - for us anyway. Bui the round trip was about ten

e e T TR R B e e TR
tinme required so these trips were infrequenf.

Septémber came quickly and I was.in Cookeville with a waﬁm welcome fraﬁ
Professor Proffitt and his wonderful wi%e vho ﬁade me feel at home and among
frienés at once. Two days later I was duly en;diled in the twelfth graﬁe

| claéses with special emphasis oﬁiéollege entrance requirements.. Inmediately
I was sqguarely up against ﬁhé nepessiﬁy for personal adjustments - as I
would have to face freguently forlthe lifetime ahead. I was among total

strangers in the classrooms and on the grounds. Classes were far larger

than I had ever been in before and teaching directed more to the group than

kS

directly to individuals. Even so, and scared séiff, I got through the
first day better tﬁan I had expected. As a "new ﬁransfer“ student each
teacher did say a few kind words of reassurance, and I was guick to note
that a.few classmates were atyléast curious about the newcomer, and 1a£er

; was to find that there were several other student transferees from

neighboring counties. Mainly; though, what really saved the situation from

unbearable homesickness and rebellion against it all, was the full

' 53
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realization of why I was there a% all. fTo stay and dig in was tough - at
ﬂllcast for the first few days - bét to quit and let father and mothe% down,
as well as myself, was simply unﬁhinkable. For awhile then I gave every-
thing X had to the teachers, and;no thought ;t all to w&ich one I "liked"

or didn't like immediately,. Very quickly X found as had always been the
caselbefore, that I was going toéprefer math to ever;thing else. But here I
had more help in thek?lassroom aﬁa more incentive to wérk on assignments, fo
instance in Englis%,‘thaﬁ before at home. I did have an unex?ected bonus in
math'in‘personal'relations?'”Bbb;Eee"MadduK“frdﬁ'BuffaI5'VaIléy'WéS”ih"oﬁé""_
of my math classes and his brother, Sam, in another. Both were_matﬁ "sharks
also away from home for the first time,_an& both exceptionally fine, cleon-
cut fellows. Bob Lee and I saw Yeye to-eyé" in math, were keenly éompetitir
and soon became the closest of friends, and continued to be the entire
school year - a little later in ﬁhe social cirecle we were in.

Many things happened in this most-significantly important year in
Cookeville, and from sixteen in'September on into seventeen in January, I
was "growing up" fast not only iﬁ age"book 1earniﬁ'" but also in some
small degree bigger town “sophisﬁicaticn“. Keenly aware of the high school
set girls now, suiﬁs, shirts, soéks, ties, and hat must be exactly the
latest styles of_the season - shqwn by Pincus Brothers, haberdashers, conm-
parable to the smartest shown in Nashville! This was the era of ;peg top"
pants i;e. 22" knees, 15" bottomé, open 1/2" welt sidé.seams, and double
AE;geStéd_;Z"_long coat for 5!8Y ﬁeight with side Vents-i?_??fki:wﬁfsf fur in
.Winteg,an& Stiff brim and crown straw sailor, summer, with 3¢ h?im;; side

button tan oxfords days, black always, evening; high collars close-fitting:
H 5
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socks‘and handker;hief matching %hirt and/or tie - all this for high .
sel dress—up parties! But no dahc1ng parties yet in the younger °eL al-
though alreaﬁy ln vogue-ln all collegiate circles and elaborate Chrlstmad
dances as Vanderbilt University of Tennesseé boys and Belmont and other
college girls returned home. Jt'was to be three years later before I
fleafned to dance! But partlea increased with the comlng of spring and
weckend "strolling in Lhe park" dnd worlds of romance!
I sang in the First BaptistéCbOir - ang, pf course, there was an
'“attractive'young"lady“éhere-toa:;"The;weeks-were"fuli!M"I“took~qusiC“and:“__
violin lessons from an excellent, though elﬁérly, lady and final class
recital in the spring was really quite a creditable affair. I have always
kéénly regretted not maﬁaging somehow to contiﬁue musié and ;iolin practice

1

and study. After this first year it seemed impossible to do so,

QO

Associated with school workiénd English literature there was an activé
" Literary and Debating Society - with éocial-overtones! ~ in which I

participated; windin§ up as one @f the Commencement Senioi Class Speakers.
This affair was attended by a sizable group from Livingston, but fatﬂer
didn't come and with a sharp pang I felt sure the reason was his fear that
kis “"best" suit miéht prove embarrassing to me. He had gone all out for my'-
own wardrobe without question or hesitation. I am glad tp be able to say
that with full freedom of unrestficted aséociations and activities my

worst (?) offense while in Cookeville as duly reported in Livingston by

T i - - e e i B iy
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_another Overton Countv atudcnt was belng seen Dlav1ng a game of pool in the

5 rather reapectable bllllard parlor 1ocatcd on Publlc Square leas than a
block from Professor Proffitt's nesxdence! The high school set was made up

very largely of an exceptionally fine group of young pecople from cultured
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christian familics and L never saw or heard of one of the Sen;ur Class

group eithex drinking or smok:l.ng at any time, _

Professoxr T. XK. Sisk, supefinténdent,'éhom I had gotten to know person:
ally and to like and respect Qaé himself a éradu%te oflpeabody College in
Washville. Before the end of thé school year he wrote a éeréonal letter to

psg o2 ' >

his old friend Dr, Little vho wés Director of Admissions, re: Me and my
desire to enroll in Peabody and; if poséible, take special Qre~medica1 work
and explained to him my college:credit status as hé expected it to be, and
warmly. reconmended my_admission;“.Clearly_Iﬂwasmlacking“in_full*University“_
credits requir;d for Liberal Arts enrollﬁe;t; but Dr. Little was as
cooperative as he very well could be énd wrote to Professor Sisk and to me
upon, receipt of ny formaln%pplicatinﬂ that: 1. I would be accepted as-a
"special" student: 2. That I would take both English and first year Latin ir
Péabody Prep on the Campus: ana:S. I would take the desired pre-medical
courses in the college proper, i.e. .seéond year Latin and Medical College
requlred Physlology {a big thlck text book).. Of course, everyone concerned
was appreciative and sq.the next step ahead was Peabodylafter thgeé months
at home.

This was to be my last summer on the old heme farm in Copeland Cave,
with father.in full actiye charge. While as always I thoroughly enjoved the
farm and everything on gnd round about it, i%had to 5& many years after

before I could fully realize haw deeply ingrained in my whole nature and

Hpcrsonallky and affectlons were these early years SO intlmatelv close to

. ..".. < ki . _ e e PO Y i LR - ,.-.-'. e i o - PP ol Nl
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evarthlng and everybody assoclated wlth the old farm and farm 11fe ot boy—

hood years., It was an exciting though carefree summer. Horseback trips to

B4



town were frequent and there were parties with new Cockeville friends
present. Already there was an uneasy feeling that our old Livingston
‘schoolmates were "old fashioned" land outclassed by the more sophisticated

closer-to-Nashville socialites! Then too the going-away~to-collegéethis~fa1

‘planning and excitement dominated all conversations and served to add

-

materially to,“étatus",

Quickly the summer passed and it was September and the "hig eibp™

fand_Peabody. Another boy from Overton County was enrolling'as a Freshman -

- s

also and he and I decided to save exXpens

es by rooming together so we secured

. a double room just off‘the campus in a rooming house at 19 1st Avé. South

-

where also were a number of first vear Med. collegé,studeﬁts. : T

The University of Nashville College of Medicine was not on the Peabody

- -

Campus although only a few blocks away, both being in south Nashville, -

:)‘ ,separaté&'frcm_the business section of the éity by the larxge 1ow~lyiﬁ§

area along the Cumberland Riﬁgr known as Black Bottom, a heavily and densely
ki ol . = ' = a &
populated Negro districk, ' '

-57=



Vet i =

P

versity in west Nashville, At that time the trustees of the Peabody

: College for Teachers is the great teacher training institution of the South

. =

e e e

. friend George Peabody. And today as for many'years past George Peabody

' been about $13,000,000.

Thé George Peabody College for Teachers was Pounded,

This college was founded in:18?5 as Peabody Normal College with $12,000
from Peabody Tr;stees, and buildings and ground  furnished Ey Mniversity of
Nashville. ©Only sixty stﬁdents ﬁere enrolled the fifst year; Later an
annuzl éontribﬁtion of $20,000 w%é made by the State anﬁ there Gas steady
gréwtﬁ until 1909 when the colleée.was endowed with.ﬁore than.$2,000,000
and became the George Peabody College for Teachers, with new.qréunds and new
huildlnqs. The new campus was e;tabllshed nearby that of vanderbilt TIni-
Eﬁucétional und gave $1,GDU.UCOn the City of Nashville $2DO,§00= Dévidscn
Cbmpany $1,000;000, and the State of Ténnessee $250,000. There were othef
laﬁge gifts but owver all'ﬂu%maré froT £he.beginning in 1875, the greaé-

benefactor was America's first great philanthropist and the South's great

and one of the greatest in the Nation. 1In later years the endowment has
.The University of Nashville Medical College was merged with that of
the University of Tennessee in 1908 located in Memphis, and the Nashville

plant was taken over by Nashville City Hospital.

My vear, or most of the school yeér 1906-7, was educational, broadenine
;o ‘ _ ' 7
interesting, and, undoubtedly, wdrthwhile.‘ I learned something of college

life, city life, and to make new social contacts and relationships. But

T
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'-ﬁ?;ﬁﬁJgthlmﬁ“dldte ;mnortance To' me, i loarned that I ﬁery deﬁ;nltely d3ia not
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like the parrot-memory type of intensive study necessary in the College of
Medicine, This meant gradualiyfreaching the decision that I w?uld not go
on into Medical College so contiﬁuiﬁg with pre-med could not Justify the
cost in time and money.

"Barly in March I received é létter from Uncle Burr Speck, president of
Hawkins-Speck Lumber Company;‘offefing‘me the job of bookkeeper for the firm
and requesting an immediate reply as the matter was urgent'and another

L=

applicant was being considered. This offer of a job at home at just this

2

- time of-decision re: Medicine-seemed-almost providential and-I accepted at

-

once subject only to privilege of study ~ in Nashville -~ first-hand - of
accountlng method in use by one of the large lumber companies in the city,
and to be allowed to order for the account of Hawkins-Speck Lumber Company
a fuli set of books necessary to do theﬁob in the best approved methods of
accéunting. The company.wantea this done anyway so within a few days I had
“checked ocut" of Péabody and Nashville znd ﬁés back in Overton County and
siarting another chapter in the book of life.

The new job was interesting anﬁ I really liked.it. I had gfown up in

hardwood timber country and the smell of the woods - and of freshly cut

- Jumber would never losé strong appeal for me throughout life, But I knew

from the start that for me this new job could be only for a few months at

; . /
most. fThere was never any thought ogpermanence. I might add here that ny

“salary" was $35.00 per wonth for the first two months and then $40-550 de-

_Pcndlng on work rcqulrements i.e. _olume of buSJness. And that, for the
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rccord was a good job 1nd a good ﬂalary' As clerk in a storc no matter
which store, at that time the salary would have been about $15.00 per month:®

But this was soon after the 1893fdepression when father sold fat hogs for
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3¢ a pound and a fat calf for $8.00, _ x o o
As soon as I reached home I realized, what had not been told me or
even hinted at, in letters, that father was not at ali:well; Ha-had boen

E ‘ = . . _ virtual)
very ill for several days in Febguary but now was up and still doing »ixiuna

all the farm work as'a1Ways, but to me there was a startling difference,
: - : s : - was
He ate very little, was extremely thin and clearly there/some serious

abdominal trouble, but what? And:what to do about it? He needed dental

'work badly but there were no really good dentists available and besgides
ffathermsimply_would.not"spend‘monby.dn;bigﬁgl§ f0r_any—purposewif_possible -
to avoid. I did induce him to see a doctor and get some medicine but no

thorough examination or diagnosis. This went’on -until July and he could .

' no longer be up and around-and, at work. &nd I resigned my job, went home

and took over-too late, and etérnal regret could never change that. »at

first his illness éid not seem to:be actually critical. I had.£wo doctors
out for . an extensivé examination;and héld out hopeé for recovery_after
traaﬁment. .After a‘few days with§ut improvement I had four doctérs (one'of
them ﬁrom Coakeville)hall out there together for further egaminatioﬁ and

consultation. They were there fully two hours but they were all Internal

Medicine men-ana it mighé ha?elbeen_thatlsurgery only co;lé have helped.
After the lengthy-consultatidn our own Dr.-Bfeeding came into foom where
.I was with father and slowly shook his head ever so sligﬁfly that was all.
The joint diagnesis was "chronic gastritis", Of course it might have-béen

Cancer., But he lived for several weeks until August 29,1907.wheﬁ he_passcd %

e et s o 4 . _

away,

During those weeks and for months thercafter it was necessary for me
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to assume responsibilities and to make and carry out decisions of a mature

p

:

adult while only 18, I did my best._ And there was plenty to do daily and
continously. First, to do everything that could be done or thought of asg

having a possibility of benefit for father being done.  This. job was mine
4 iy
largely alone. About the flrat week in Auguutaonly sister Carxrye 12 yearu

0ld, became critically ill with typhoid fever, temperatnre 103-105, deliriou

and at point of death for days. A special nurse was secured at once from

Nashville, Miss Rucker, a splendid nurse, mature and comvetent. She took

-

complete cnarge of Ca arrye and 11ved in the house for weeks and vas 1arge1y

responsible for her life being saved. Mother did all the cooking and laundr
and house work, :She was too emotional and near a brea kdown herself to take
care of father. We had ng refrxéeratlon 50 every other day I made a fast
'trip tﬁ town for ice and supplies. Uncle Ben Bowman whose farm was 1%1[2
{:), miles down the éove came every day and took carelof the iivestéﬂk and
Jecessary farm work. I stayed in the room Wlth father day ;nd night almos
contlﬁuously ehcept for the hurrled trips to town. Hg did not su;fer a

great deal of pain; was fully_conscious when awake which was much of the

time; and he never complained. He was fully aware of the apprbaching end,

his veoice was distinctly strdng, and his mind remainea clear to the very

- last, Hls deep rellglous falth sustalned him without falterlng or the
Sllght6qt bltterness. He wanted to live if possible, but when the doctors
said they could do nothing more, he was véry guiet without words for awhile

and then his own verdict was simple:if it is God's will thaf I go oﬁ before

latcr, have no doubts about that’ During those last days we were together
alone many hours and he did most of the talking-always about his great hopes

for me in the vears ahcad and his comnlote ronfidrnee Fhab T wat1d ~ame
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work out a crop rotation program of his own for hig corn—hogs production

Lo Jnsure the increase of p011 fertl11ty wlth red clover - tlmothy hay as

a legume; and Turkey Red hard winter wheat, high bred white dent corn -

with field whipporhill peas seeded in the corn before last cultivation and

this crop pastured by hoge in late fall and plowed under and seeded to

winter wheat. Many years later in close observation of methods of hundreds

of the best farmers of the country I have never seen the small scale <irises:

In rellglon he and mother vere members of the stslonary Baptnct Church

objeétives of sound farm practice used by father essentially impféved upon.

(later years the Southern Baptist Convention). Pnt he was not narrowly

sectarian and had no compialnts to ma?e of other Protestant denominations.

To him the Blble was the sole rule and gulde of Feith. Tocal churches

were wldely scattered

attendance at any one

Bethlehem {Methodist)

{Baptist) four miles,

- _church) seven miles.

reading and “séeéiald

done on Sunday unless

to livestock.

and our famlly did not %ttath régulmr weéklg-

of them. We did from tlm? to time attend services at
nearest to us two.énd one-half miles, Good Hope

and Shiloﬁ_(Cum-Pfesbyterién, Gganﬁmdthef Looper'é
Supdéj aﬁ our ﬁome was a day.bf resﬁ, Qiéiting, Bible
big noon dinners. No farm or othe? work wéé-ever

in emergencies such as storms, -illness or accidents

Father had many friends who llked and respected him, but few 1nL1mate

He was not a “hail-fellow~well-met" or back-slapwing, llfeﬁof the"party ty-

""' atin o2 e

woell- reaqoned laeas

Of pervonﬁllty,:but UULCt qnd reoerved wlth Eirn convictions_anﬁ sound

He enjoyed 5t1mu11t1ng convnrsatlons and dlﬁcuuulonr

with frjends of like interests. Our home  was always open to relatives ar
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through and be a Man- educated, clean character, clean habits, close to

God, He advised me regarding caring for mother and sister and-carrying

out the terms of his will-all of which was henceforth ny responsibility.

jle never asked me to make any pledges or promises. He simply trusted me
implicitly. . There were a few times in these intimate hours when in spite
of every self-control effort, I went to pieces. Each time it was father

who put his hand on my head and restored composure. Inability to take and

assimilate'nourishment meant steady loss of weight and strength and on

_August 29th _in the afternoon,only a few minutes after he'd been talking to

; boo}‘ ' 5?ha Lhonght through eve y

me clearly and distinctly and I had turned him over in beq,his-great

- heart stopped and he was gone. And yet ndt'gone either for he was to be th:

-+

greatest sﬁeadying influence of my life:‘ the pattern by whlch I measured

- all other men, the finest character I have ever known., Over Lhe years I hav

blundered and stumbled and made many mistakes, but in every trying sitvatio:

- I have never lost the spirit of my father looking at me steadily and

directly, without a word, but with the sadness of disappointment at a

_wrong sfep, or the warm glow of approval of a rigﬁt.decision oxr action made

He had very little formal education, but he was well informed concerni:

.

current events and had a wide rangé of interests frém imprbvémenﬁ of_
schools to.polities to feligion tollivéstock and agricultufe. In politics
he was definitely "Conservaktive" as evidgnced by his strong suppoft of |
Grover_clevéland and the Gold Standafdlas qppesed to B;yan and Free Silver.

In livestock and agriculture, "The Southérn Agriculturist” was his "text

recommended 1n0L0vement oractlce to ltS:

: i et =5 S St o et

1“.’

aPPllcatlnn on his own farm: He was one of the first in the county to

Use pure bred boars to improve the gquality of his hogs: among the first to
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{riends day or night and whether invited or not. ﬁany times mere’
acquaintences enroute to Livingston from the back country to attend Court

would stop overnight with no thought of either invitation, advance notice,

-

or conpensation!

His Bible reading comprised both the 0ld and NewlTestaments but ﬁe was
parficularly devoted to Psalms anQ.Provérbs. Sa well I remember when a
small boy, siﬁting on tﬁe front_?orch in father's lap while he read toc me
the Proverbs of Solomo§ or the stories of Rﬁﬁh and Job and Moses and‘David
énd~ﬂ5ahi-~by~the"hourﬁ~on~Sundayswinusummer when~éhere~wereunomvisitors.-u_
Father not only did not use profanity,-but z ne?&r at any tine heard him
utter a dirty or obscene woxd, If in town or elsewheré while talking in a

group there was wvulgarity or obscenity or an off-color étory starteq)he

would as quietly and unobtrusively as possible. fird it necessary to be

" somewhere else and leave.

- sports too -

Could such a man in those early days.or-ﬁdw actually be a well balanceﬁ
personality and live a tho;oughly wholesome_nofmal lifez Yes there could be
and can.bé,and my father was such a;man. Perhaps I over idealize‘ﬁim but
_if 50 I can only say that my apbraisal comes from years of first hand
knowledge, Snd from close associztion with a gréat many otﬁer indi&idual
men over many years.

Father was not a sour puss or blue nose at all. He had a fine sense

of humor, enjoyed fun and had fun in full measure. He enjoved competitive

soced orvr

in those d

e and never as mich ds -
an

one hundred and fifty pounds in weight. But he ha%ﬂexceptionally strong

3
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heart, lungs, and shoulder and arm muscles. He was one of the few men X
cver saw who could chin himself (g;ing clear down) repeatedly with one hand
and arm only. On occasipns like the castration of agéd boars or bulls no
tongex des;red for siresz, or the "hreaking" of two.year old mules, or thé
citting of dead hardwood trees for firewood, or transfer of the hay Crbp
.from the meadow to the barn loft by hané power only - corn-hyskings,_
“pulling fodder" and the clover “and wﬁeat harvest — these were all farm jobs

-

for men of skill and stamina andg there was very little mechanization,_and

.Wevanmthat_ofmtheﬂmostmérimitive_kinds.“JThroughoutmthewcpmmunitymmen“ware""w

known for what they could do from sunup to sundown, and cutstanding
indiviaual skills were lauded and there were competitive tﬁrills and
enjoyment along with the hard work. Most work requiring a crew of several
men éuch ag bharz"raisings" (i.e. building)'or timber clearing or grain

threshings were done on a neighborhood volunteer work-swapping basis. This

P oI )
b e, B

involved "big" noon dlnners at each host farm by the ladies for everybody
who worked and that was everybody, but here again these were highly
enjoyable occasions and far removéd from ény thought of drudgery or pri-
vation. Thegé were self respecting freedom loving Americans, 100% self
supporting, with the liberty they and their forbéarers hag woiked %nd |
fought for, for centuries. May their heritage be forever preservedl
Father;'of-course, was human ‘and had faults. Hé was inclined to be
impatient with 1aziﬁess or careless QIOpr work of any kind. He was

intOIQrant of waste whether of money or t;me, and he had llttle use for

a nlcssne Thls general "LC*t

udﬂ of thh alms

failure may have given the impression sometimes of harshness and lack of
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compassién for people lackéng.in.ability or ambition, and it is true that
his best and most understanding friends were those.who knew-him best.

Theﬁ he had the very unusual fault of actuéllylheglectiﬁg his own physical
well being téc‘mubh. His.health-was quite possibly impaireélby lack of
medical andldental services. Moné? was;scarce,‘farm products extremely low

in price and his expenditures were almost entirely for others, mainly siste:

-

and I and rarely for himself, even clothing.

i

After father's death, sister Carrye's recovery from typhoid continued
slowly for several wecks_ buk was complete. ..My ..cousin. Burrz.-Speck,-close to.—

mf own age, son of Uncle Jim and nephew of Uncle Burry, volunteered to help

’

me with the corn and hay harvests and other farm work while all farm live-~

stock as well as machinery and equipment was being sold as rapidly as

::j possible. He lived with us for several weeks and his help was invaluable.

(

Of course, there was no thought of money compensation - expected or offered.
His father and large family some months later moved to northwestern Texas

near the Oklahoma line (few years later to peihahent location - 480 acre

%

'ﬂ34j faxm, twelve miles : ¢+ . Over the years since, Burr and I have

kept in contact or renewed contact with each othe~ f;dm time to time with

warm affectionate interest. His home for many years has been Altus, county
; . | o _ . ’ Flossie

seat of Jackson County southwestern Oklahoma where he and wife "Haszia"

raised an outstanding family of two sons and five daughters. Burr himself,

long district manager - Woodmen of the World, serwved eight years in

and is one o

f the most
—County ofiJdackson. T

As I fully intended to continue wmy education in college, my personal

L]
A *



. One- ths.rd of the procced*‘ of all the perqonal t::rcmerty, the rema;.naer Dne—

;Jhl d otph to dlstc:'axd myself.}-Tnere were no:mebts-and;only-éTémall cas h
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ppexation of tﬁe farm was out of the question. As cxccutor of fatﬁéf's will
at age of eighteen, there was an immediate question concerning the legality
of my sales of property, partiéglarly ?eal éstate._ The prpccdure carried
out, whether unprecedénted ox noé, was certainly most unusual, Of course,
2l county court officers had knﬁwn father all his life and also had knowg
me from infancy, so té validate ali regl estate sales, the county juﬁge told
me he would accept my personal Eénd to insure that I would execute all deeds

necessary to fully legalize al) contracts-for-deeds I had made immediately

'”.afﬁéf'ﬁf“ﬁiEEWBiEEHEE?:“WK"Eﬁii”}EEGEd"Ef'éll"EésﬁméélééméfﬁﬁE%EBﬁéi"ﬁrbééfﬁE

would be and was submitted tc him for examination and approval. Bond was
made, not‘through any bonding company, but by the-persdnal endorsement of
resPdnsible Livingston business men, well known to the court. There was no

refusal or hesitation to sign by anyone to whom I asked and told my problem,

-andli am glad to be able to say that no sale or settlement I made of either

personal property or real estate was ever questioned then or afterwards.

- The estate was not large although there were many items of pérsonal

' property to account for. Father's will written by himself was brief and

simple but clear and entirely adequate. He had divided the farm into two
parts of approximate equal.value. One part, including the residence and
all othe% buildings, was givén to éistér Carrye. The cher. including more
than half the timbér and cultivated land was given to me, Definite

boundaries were specified for each. Mother's legacy was a cash sum plus

Srme Lo i i
- e FlTesT :;‘;-7-_ Lt :,,

balance in the bank. The personal property, largely livestock, current
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year's crops, and farming equipment, was sold rapidly at private sales for
~ecash, and practically all excep£ household furniture, had been disposcd of
before the end of the year, Prices received wefe low but full values in
line with current sales of comparable items. When in doubt regarding an
item, I would consult with more than one gualified close friend and then
tce my own besf Jjudgment. Thére waé no necessity for undue haste in
selling the two farm parcels and;it wés éeveral months before this sale was

~

made to an adjacent farm owner,
Grandpa Speck's estate decided to divide the Livingston home property among
the‘heirs either in cash or equivalent in a portion of the property itself.f
This.suited us perfectly and mother, oﬁly one of the heirs in need of 2
homégite immediately, had first choice of cashlor éroperty and so on nmy
advice she agreed to také the full northwes? guarter of the property as her
full share of the estate. She then had a traét_of 1.4 acres bounded on the
‘north by University Street, on the south.by_Spring Creek, on the west by
Dougherty Street, and 230' wide - one of the choicest and best located
tracts and locations in town,-three bloéks from Courthouse Sguare énd
private access to Spring Creek running water the year round.

Our new home residence, planned, designed (mainly by me with mother ‘s
concurrence); and construction bequn in 1até 1807 and completed in eaﬁly

spring 1908, faced University Street on the north. All building materials

e e T

.Were available to me at extremely low prices., A single very excellent _ .

B P o =

B

b

ime helper and a stone mason chimney builde:r

did all the construction work and my responsibility was the prompt delivery
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space of about 2500 Square feot, of which 640 feet was front L around

northeast front and 190 square feet back porch sauthwest corner in wh:rh

of all materials on site as and when needed. The house had total floor

was a deep pure soft water well. Living guarters and hall of about 1670

square feet consisted of living room and three large bedrooms each Wth wn]J
built, stcne, wood-burning fireplace. A1l floors were number one choice

full thickness white oak, and kitchen was finished with entire walls and
ceiling choilce guarter-sawed oak. East of the house was a driveway extgnd—!
H
|

*ing from University Street south to_a well bu11t small barn.__Below barn. to.

Spring Creek and west to Dougherty Street a horse and cow grass pasture lot,
44 acres 80'x230' approximately. This home-in-town complex, while not

lavish, was quite ample for the needs of mother, sister, and I. Buildings

and improvements cost probably 10% or less what would have of been com-

i parable labor and materials cost sixty yvears later. Mother's legacies

were moxe than enough to covér all cash costs of the new home so it was
possible for her to be sole owneé of the pgoperty debt free, as was my
desire.

The work incident to the new homé and the disposition of all property
formerly owned by father, including the sale of-the farm éarly in 1908, and
the acgountinq to the court of all money received by me from all sources,
and its exact division te the threce legatees as authorized by the will and

final settlement report to the cou: = {approved in every detail, subject to

latcr vallcatlng roal estate dee df) altooether mad e the full year, S@ptembef




were the lessons learned from personal dealings with different kinds of
pCOple; There was net a great deal of time for recreation énd social
ackivities, but all old fr:ends were near and alway ready to be helpful.
Barly in 1908 I decided to apply for adm15510n to the Unlver51ty of
‘Tennessee in Knoxville, College of Engineering. Of course, I learned that
.the work I had done at Peabody was of very little benefit toward entrence
requirements., But my credentials were accepted for admission to the Freéh-

men Class in Engineering with, however, a conditiocn in English. This

conﬂltlon“ could be mhde np by takwng any extra Freshmen Engllsh Class in
the College of Engineefing. This arrangement, while toegh, was extremely N
fortunate for me. The chips'were down and the future would be stiictly up
to me. Moreover, I knew my greatest weakness was English and here was the
'greetest possiﬁle opportunity to ﬁake up my deficiencies quiekly - if I
could do it! My first cousin, Efnest Allred, who was to enter tﬂe Universit
College of Agrlculture as a Freshmen also in the fall, spent some time with
me in the summer and we arranged to have adjacent rooms in Humes Hall, one
of Ehe University's resident halls for men, "On the Hill", which is the
main campus in a big bend in the Tennessee River, en ona of ﬁhe larger of
the seven hills of the City for which Knoxville is well known, and between
Cumberlangd avenue and the river,

The University of Tennessee had its beginning in 1794 as Blount College

probably the first non-sectarian college chartered in the United States.

.‘fllﬂt; aw 1t wltn Lhe crcit elm treeq ané Wlndan graVElGd xoadl.around thf

Bill to the top crowned by 01d Main and Science Hall and Ayers Hall on each
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'”Agrlculture in Knoxville but scme distance from the old Main Camgus and

’.;npﬁpﬂﬂw ¢ace doun oﬁ thn ﬁrdss

side near the_top. bEstabrook Hall, the Engincering Building near the

bottomn 6f the Hill on the river side, and other buildings all around the

| Hill, dncluding Barbara Blount Hall for co-ed activities, two or three

fraternitg ﬁouses, Humes Hall, YMC& Building, Chemistry, Iaw, and dthérs,
These buildings and campus wvere quite adequéte for a student body of less
than 1500, but much too small for 20th centﬁry growth, even with the Colleg;
of Mealclne, itself a 1arge campus, located in Memphls It was not many

years until a flne separate campus was developeJ for the College of

later it became necessary for whole blocks of excellent residence proPerty
to be purchased for extension of thc campus for new buildings north of the
Hill across Cumberland Avenue. To all old grads and early years' former

students, however, throughout thelv lifetimes a great nostalgla and deep

" affection persisted for the "good ecld days“ when the beloved Univérsity vas

all on the "Eill". More than 10,000 students were enrolled in the Fnoxv111e
College of the University in 1964 wlth Liberal Arts Law, Engineering, and E
Agriculture, in particular, continuing to carry on the high standards of
excellenceéc;nsisﬁently maintained over the years.

- Of cours;; I éuickly found éverything quite different than Peabbdg;
faculty, students, traditions, social life - everything! Freshmen were
célled “Fisﬁ“ (i.e. should know what to do and how to deo it in case dunked

into the Tennessee Riverf} and cousin Ernest and I learned about "hazing®

flrsthand and the hara way.: Just fcr stamlna and sklllq_(°j try SWlN“lng

siW;Qldlng, :u)t so gcn»ﬁy,

encqu:;ced;bv SObh

traditional paddles designed just for Fish - or backward climing big elm

trees (back to the tree of course)! There were five men's fraternitiecs

- ¥
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with a total membership of less than 200 or less tﬁan a fifth of the men
shuﬁent%; but largely from wealthy parents and graduates of exclusive
privatgly endowed prep schools. They Qere snobbish and unpopular with the
great majority of students known as Independents or “Barbs“lbut they
dominated the upper strata social life of the University on the campus ahd
in the city. Girl student% - co-eds - at that time were relatively few in
number -~ about 150 or less, with four national scrorities and possibiy 75
members. HMost of the outstanding sgudénts-in scholarship athletics and
leadexship were, from ghoice4"ilndependent§“.”"Geﬁerally speaking, at that-.
time girls from the wealthier familes of tﬂe sta#e attended special_collegeg
-o¥ “Fipishing Schools" £or girls épecializing in Music, Languages, and
the-Arts - cultural courses.

Fortunately for me, my full séhedule reéuired all my time.to thg'
exclusion of ﬁirtually all sociél activitieé. I tébk the job seribusly
from the start and my studf kule was simplé - in each class prepare the
teache#'s assignments,-each one, regardless of the time necessafy, working
often-gar into the night. I scon found this paid off iﬁ moré ﬁé;s than
merelf class.grades. It began to mean getting the viewpoint of excellent
f;nstructors, becoming- genuinely intexested in subject matter Iand learning
omething about what it was all about. -In Liberal A;ts Freshmén English
Literature, constant pérallel reading of classics and theme writing was ye-
Quired; Liberal Artﬁ Senior girls graded all-papers, blue.penciled correc-

tions with comments, and returned with grade at next peg%g@.' Dr. J. Douglas

at teacher:and schalarz,

= BT

- Bruce, neted authoranggrg

mwa‘s_'_‘j Hond _r:n.E the Depart-
ment and occasionally checked personally on Freshman work. One day he came

barging into the clagsrgoijaved a theme papcr in the ailr and thundered:



o o L e e R e T B e o e e A e e N A P e S e R e T i by o s R L ) B g S5 08 F N i oy st A e g

v1ook at this thing! -And just listen’to this!" And with the ultimate in
sarcasm réadJcerLain "choice" portions! Well it wasn't my paper, but it
was terrible and might have been mine.‘ And he waslactually a grand person
aﬁa so clearly right about the theme that everybody who had any idea of
passing the course, got the point. It was a téughlyear of hard work, but
the best school year I ever had Yefore b glnce. T eouldnvt havé divided ny
time with ;ny other activities and done the work. My average of all grades
for thé three terms of the year was 54.5% and I wés awarded thé Second
T Faculty Schdlarshiﬁ“fb£ high‘standing'in“fhe"Fresﬁman_CEBSS}“which*meant'“ =
m&mption from all University fees for my Sophomore year 1909-10.
Summer vacatioﬁ at.home in iivingstoh in 1909 was éreatly enjoyed angd :

badly needed. I had lost weight and was guite fagged out. Social affairs

ii) at home and in the nearby towns of Monterey and Cookeville, resting and

+

¥

épjoying our néw-home made vééation pass guickly.

Outstanding event for Livingston Qas tﬁé taking over of the city séhool
system bf the Chriségan;Women’s Board of Missions of the Christian Church,
by.mutﬁal agreemént, resﬁlting in the erectioﬁ of a finé up-to-date élemen¥
tary ana high school building and a large modern dormitory building to

accommodate students of remote sections of the county previously without

adequate school facilities. Probably no other event since the formaticn of

the county was of greater importance than this great foundation for educatic
established by this fipe Missionary Church organization which also built a
. beautiful new brick church this

same year, with a very popular young ex-

Tia R CEad . e T
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. footbull star, "Leland Cask; as minister, i The Sugerintendent of :Schools, al:

@ minister, Professor Henry J. Derthick, was one of the most dynamic and

73



cffective churchman as well as eduéator I've ever known, First he vigitad
and got persenally acquainted with every family in town. Next he got
unanimous agreement for all school age children to attend the Sunday School
of their choice everg Sunday, attendance to be credited and recorded the
same-as scheol attendance. fhen the whole school system was completely re-
-organizeﬂ with full staff of'qﬁalifiea teachers, supplementing publie
school funds with grants from £he Christian‘Wbmen's Board of Missiéns as

needed. s % 5 ' :

““"”Péféﬁnéiiy;"f héa"ﬁéééf”Eééﬁﬁé;évﬁhurcﬁ méﬁﬁér; mainly because I
“thought the BRaptist requirements too narowly exclusive and restrictive. The
Christian Church as oﬁ Professor Derthick'ﬁ “creed", if any, required
Stncere repeﬁtance, public confession, conversion, and bap#ism {irn this
(:) like the Baptists, by immersion). But;theré was no “joining" the Church as
such and ccmmunion.was offefed to all who qared to paréake.- I was
baptized 5y Professor ﬁérthi;k in a deep‘clear water pool In Spring Creek_
under a largé tree over the pool and a bend in the creek on our own.hoﬁe
grounds in Livingston. I've never known whether my name was on the church
"roll" or not. It was never mentioned to me by anyone. I was a Christian,
having publicly confessed my faith in God.—fand that was that, at least for
a beginning of Christian life and service.

Returning to Xnoxville in September I immeﬁiétely faced new teachers,

new responsibilities, new opportunities, and an entirely new campus life.

- Sovhomore Engineering at the University of Tennessee was possibly the most

. . e
-

TAELficul€ on the HiIY i and certzinly fatel for anyona getting "behind”
with classroom assignments, This year, too, social life came into the

~ Pleture, along with campus "politics". Man? "Independent" students re-
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- were far short of votes frantically tried to promote compromises give and

O

iy e el
T oea e L=t

T T T Y L i SV g = peniiad W

sented the high hat snobbery of the Frats and their domination of élass
offices'and activitiesr They were determined to do somethiﬂé‘abouf'it, and
soon after registrationf word was secrgﬁly-passed Eo every depenéable Barbl
on the Hill to attend closed-door caucauses for each class at designated |
times and places -~ with doorkeepers and secret "pésswords“ to prevent any 5
cutsiders getting in. At these caucauses full tickets wefe agreed upocn foé
every class 6ffice for eaéh class. Thé Frat men quickly sensed that some-
fhing most uguéual was going on but their “spies® simply coﬁldn't get into
the meetings. The job of "é‘géﬁ—ﬂaégéﬁéeﬁ known to be completely trusts =
.wo;thy was to see personally each Barb he could vouch for and see that

‘everyone voted and no split tickets or compromises. The following week

printed ballots were all over the Hill by both sides. Frats realizing they

take balloté.l But they had a 1ésson to learn and they could only lear%it
the hard way. They did not h%ve the best men, and not a single Frat man wz
elécted to any class office. It was well organized "steam roilér"%pélitics
but was ;.in this case, justified. It broke up for all time the dominatior
of éam?usrscéial life and zCtivities by a small minority of mediocré snobs.
Not long afterward other st?ong.ﬁational frats granted charters to out-
standing student grﬁups of the University and a new era began with the
fraternity system becoming an important part of undergraduate iife.

With wider personglfécquaintances on the Hil;j acﬁive membershié in
one of tﬁe_gwo‘ngpéf%ggéyige;ary Societ}gs'_mepbérship in tﬁo_ofltﬁg Dancir

o .
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"guidance” by an excellent dancer} ; and the status boost of election as

~Prosident of the Sophomore Class, I was soon involved in social affairs to
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‘help and encouragement was invaluable £o me, He was For many years

ship and so probably worth the price.

{ood store at the foot of the Hill on Cumberland Avenue and qerved by a

to the full limit of time available. The schedule was full but ratﬁer
strictlg rationed with four nights pér veek college work-studies, two
nights social affairs and on Sunday night two hours for church, balance
rest and slecp, i
Professor R. C. (Red) Matthews, hard-boiled, highly efficient teacher
of Descriptive Geometry, really waéjjust about the determining factor in my

survival in engineering. He was dynamic, intolerant of excuses, but knew

his subject thoroughly and when'conviﬁced that I was really working, his
National Secretary of Tau Beta Pi with headquarteré in Knoxville,

My other Sophomore englneerlng courses all requlre{eustalﬂed effort
but“Descxlptxve“ was the real "brain washer" for me w1th Analyhlcs and
Calculuc close behind. My average of all Sonhomore year grades was 85.6%,
a sharp drop from my Freshman a?erage{ but my “extra-curricular"” activities
g;ve me a broadened experieneé badly needed, particularly in group ieader—

During the second half of the year it wa§ my #r;v;lege.tc be 1nt1m“te1
assoc1ated w1thlan exclusxve non—frateLnlty group known as the Mogul Club.
This group was composed entirely of men each of whom held some elective“
office of leadership ana honor on the Hill., It included class presidents,
major athletlc tean captains and/or managers, ealtors ~in-chief of the Orang
and White (student weekly) and U.T. Magazine- YMCA pres;dent and others.

nad ne formal organlzatlonal setup and membershlp was 51mm1y by

-_,.——-_......4 o e TR o Ve o Tl o
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anltatlnn dnd unaA;moub aépicval Mnetlngs were' befor? all neals and a

few informal minutes before and after in dining and waiting rooms over a

4 ),
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~June 1910, .wished ' a hegppy vacation to all classmates and friends and

~ation, that I realized I was very, very tired and unsble to gnap out of it

" after several days rest and sleep. It was now apparent too that I had lost

 tent cough. After reunions and visiting‘with relatives and friends for

... Physical checkup. 2nd while in his office a strange thing happened which

.-.was' to affect. and change wy whole life thenceforth., I suddenly coughed

Mcmbcrfﬁziparound twenty this year, fellowship was clean, stimulating, ang
most enjoyable, "Two or thfee years later from Ehe Mogul Club came the -
nuclei of the local group which becamé Tennéssee's Alpha of Sigma Phi
Epsilén, the national prganizcd in 1901 at the Universitylof Virginia as a

protest from the very beginning against snobbery and wealth in university

life versus all-around worth, character and ability - even if a member-Lo-

' be were working his way through college entirely by his own efforts.

3

Of course, when I left nmy o©ld room in Humes Hall after final exams in

I
: B : |
waved goodbye to the old Hill, I had no idea in the world that I would not

"be back as a Junjor in September, and that I would not even see Knoxville

again for many years if ever, and it was better that way. My two vears

under the Orange and White of my own native?state university had been

exciting, and happy and rewardihg days and months filled with menories

never to be forgotten w friendships always to cherish.

"It was not until I got home and after a few days "let down® and relax-

weight in recent months and that lately I had developed a nagging persis-

awvhile it became obvious that I was really ill. So X called on good friend

and our family physician, Dr. Wm. Breeding, who gave we a rather complete

SRR AL .- wn o . T e TR TR R Lo ik L T

sharply and before I could cover my mouth with a handkexchief a small

Particle, maybe less than the size of a pea, flew cut of my mouth and

77



rtanded on the office floor., Dr. Breeding saw vwhat happened and immediatqu

i
|
picked up the particle carefully and took it into his laboratory. 1In a few}
minutes he called to me to come in, he had something he wanted me to seo. i

The small particle of sputum thinly smeared on glass was under his powerful

microscope. He said “How look very carefully, Do you see scattered but -

numerous, thread-like particles?™ qu I certainly didg, 11ke minute tiny pin}

I

angleworms. Then he said, "fThose are Tubercle Bacilli, the cause 6f Tuber=- |

ceulosis™" {10cally always called "Consumption" and also 1ocally alwayg re-

was a friend as well as dcctor and W1thcut emotion we had a second checkup

|
|
~¢ﬂ-garded -as—fatal)~. - Of course, ~the roof had fallen AN oh T mée.  "Bub Dr.Bresdir g
I
l

.

‘out, 2. It was not a fact that all cases of TB are unavoidabkly or always

re: . where am I now and what if anythlng can be done about it? D, Breedlng

was my kind of a guy and he didn‘t wastetlme on fuzzy generalities He saic

i
1

1. Continuation of my eduaatien at least for a long time to come - definitel

fatal. 3. Complete rest, as nearly as prac£1cable in the open air, is
essontlal so long as feve? persists. 4. The use of tuberculln injections
has been found beneficial in many cases. 5. Successful Ereatment is easier
in a drier climate and some isolation from too manylvisitors, relatives, or

others might be helpful rather than detrimental, 6. Every effort must be

. made to take as much casily digestable nourishing food as possible to avoid

further loss of weight and strength. 7. There must be constant use of

EPUtum cups and all sanitary precautions to prevent danger of spreading the

_dlvease to othcrs. 8. Immedlately, go home have a bed moved out on the

.t‘___._ i

;bauk povch qo to bad and rrmaln Lhe:e udttl fulthpr ord rs-,,g. Present

examination (more extensive after Tubercle Bacilli found) indicates npper

Ilobcs of both lungs affected, but cavities more extensive and aceper in

1oft Yrgen - | i&\.@x Md. w
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yelatives and close friends: and as usual there were differences of opinion

‘;many others‘since;'the”ﬁhole matter“haS“tm"be“in“thE“hands"of“Goay“aS“and~"~

‘or self pity. After all father passed on when only 49 and only three yearé
before this, and it is not given to us in this world to know all the reasons

‘why. We have the right and responsibility of free choice and wrong or

5 5 e b e AT R AT A B . i RS i T S S i e e R SR e e
i A «-\.m»-\\;m-.;._.;a-e,-,.,p-m_m;.,.amww.sx_xu. B e i HETS 1 e A P B

mhis report, of course, was a great shock to mether, sister, all

about Dr. Breeding's diagnesis and recommendations with many personal
“remedies”, ﬁhat was done was the carryiﬁg out of the doctor's orders as
ractly as possible beginning at once -~ andéd I was oukt in the quickly
improvised hospital quarters con the back porch before the end of thls day
of shattered ambitions, hopes, and plans - but at least with something to-

try to do about it. Actually, I strongly felt on that day of crisis as on

when I.do the best I can myself and I will take what comes without rancor

x

right decisions, and we must take the consequences of our own mistake%j but

the firm support of the Everlasting Arms is always about us in every extren
ity, when after we have done or tried to do the best we can, and corrected

our erxors when known to be wrong, we can place our trust completely in the

o

Father of us &all and leave it all in his ha nds.

After a few weeks ' of the new regime I had gained a little welght but
still having some afternoon fever. I was quite restless one day g0 got out
of bed, dressed and walked over to Dr. Breeding's office to talk thlngs ove
and apother strange thing happened. ‘' out of a clear sky Dr. Breedlng saigd,

“I thlnk I have somethlnq for ;ou- I 1earned yeqterday that LOUlS Lacey

und Rlch COpe]and (I Lﬂew theﬂ both well as boy about town, maybo 21 or 2“

7
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shine as well as separation from friends and relatives your best assets.

éo if you'd like to go to Colorade this is your oppoftunity; The boys

. the high plains of Eaatern Colarado "if??f?ﬁ‘ddilil~~.-
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e e wehr el e et B RTRN el T T R R T T

A

ycarsg old, no bad habits but no particular skills or objectives, raised

on farms but now no farms) are leaving for Colorado next Monday to file on

le0-acre homesteads. They have a letter from a lady ex-school teacher fromn

around here who went out there and now has cone of these homesteads on which

she is now living. And she enclosed some material from a realtor there ex-

plaining the whole layout, I looked thpm up, told them about-your
situation and asked them about taking you along. They both said, fine,

glad to have you go along, and they would look after you in every way they
‘).

”cgn and if you got worse in health they'd put yOu on a train for home. Now,

this might be your best chance for recovery and the dry climate and sun-

-

-

are leav1ng Monday - and this is Thurs day. You have three days to get
ready."

At that time about all I knew about Colorado "Was ;hat Pike's Peak and

the Rocyy Mountains were out there and Denver the state capltal Mother

_was shocked and deeply concerned about my going especially in view of ny

serious illnéssj Uncle Burr for the first and only time tried persuasion

‘and then the"riot act" in no uncértain terms. Nobody advised the decision

to go except Dr. Breeding and once again a far-reaching decision was up to
me alone, Next two days I was packing my trunk, and making recessary

business arrangements, Sunday was goodbyes to a host of all relatives

- and friends within reach and MOnday the three of us were on our way te

- 2 S ". ",-'"'
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. - COLORADO -~
- The train Journey, two nights and moat of two days, day coach e
and Mlsqourl Pac1flc Rallroads was unevanful but west of Nashville it wa-

all hew country to each of us and so the dayllght hours were excltzngly B
handled

interesting. - Conmpanions Lou;s and Rich NdHa¢d all our baggage and food and

drink details and durlng this long journey together a warm endurlng friena-
ship was establlshed between us,. ; was happy to find that whlle their care

far all my phy51cal needs was lnvaluable to me, that I in turn could be of

-

”wmﬂ;.serv1ce to them wlth thelr pld s and.- flnanCLal probleerwwAt aboutﬂlo GO

‘A.M. ﬁédnesday, August 10, 12910, ocur train crossed the westerﬁ boundary

line of Kansas and we saw the beautiful vast eastern plains of Colorade for
the first time. Fifteen miles and thirty minutes later we were "iénding“

PS bag and bagghge on the llttle depot platforn of Sherldan Lake, Kiowa County,

CGlorado, a vlllage of some 150 or so populatlon, whlch was to be our

“headquaterd" and mailing aadress for the next fourteen months.

- o . -

Sheridan Lake-dld have a rather nice but very small hotel just across

- -—
-~ —-— )
H - -—
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o the one street ofﬂthe town ﬁrom the "Howard-Gamble Sells Eve;ytﬁipé"q " - i

= oy - . . . - e : i

g genéfal-store; wﬁich‘also'icused the post office.” Wext’ dacr ko Ehe-hotel W

i a bmall tho rcom Iofflre 21 fnont bedroomurear) neatly_paintea 1:)1.:1.::_J.-d:l.nrﬁ.T

-— —

o — - — S

m.th s:gn O‘ver the door in large letters- ~S. R SMITH-—REAL EQTATE

- i - = &

- Hr Smlth.mas a small*dynumlc, ull busxnedq and no foolln‘"'ex lawyer -

—_ - s T P L et tal i
- e S o =

. algohzn Cblorad@ farlheaith reasons, 1mmaculately_dtghsgd every day fﬁand_

- - .
et - - = = - - -
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obviously just as out of character in a western cattle ranch country as a

s . " ,
~endier foot nawly asvived from Tennosses - WALCD WAL gong tonsolition s mis,

. ; e s ; ;
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"Soon aftexr arrival we called on Mr. Smith and were quickly informod

concerning the local xeal estate situation. In Kiowa County were was con-

_sidcrable U. 5. Government land in tracts of 160 and 320 acres .scattered

- - -

among the large acreaaes of privately owned ranches and lands under lease
to ranchers, whlch had in recent years heen thrown open to homestead entry.

“Filing requ1rements, in aadntlon to c1t1zen5h1p and payment of flllna fee,

—

was in the case of the 320 dcre-homestaads actual residence on and proof of &

conalqtent 1mprovenenbs of thh Lract for three years before title (i. e.

. B, Land Office Patent} would be granted. ?bg_}ﬁQ;gg&e;;raggamgeremww“

handled differently. Known as commutation homesteads, it was stipulated

_that if actual residence was established and maintained for a period of 14

months and exclusive of any other place of residence during this entire

~ périda,aand if further adequate buildings for bonafide residence were

§ _— . . -
A . L -

cdnStructed and & substantial portion plowed for cropping, commutation

pxoof could be submitted and patent issued upon payment of a fee {as I reu

“eall). of $1 25 per acre. E few entrymen had for various-reasdns abahﬁoned

- - - e e T
- - - S

or rellnqglshed their 160-acre tracts and alert‘Mr Smlth had secured from-

T them_legally executed rellnqulshmenhs which” he had in his posse591on and‘

t_;%he.govgrnment did nok_have, as yet. He would show us the tracts he pre-

s i - = _\“
- e -— - s

T s¢ntly had control of fcr-our conqlderatlon, and 1f we each selected a

- —

z-t;act;hg would take us to the Government Office at Eads, the Co&nty Seat,

-

:“:aﬁa'gypaﬁge:fér‘ail the details of our replacing the former entgyﬁcn. Ang”

for d01ng all thls Mr. Smlth s “cowm1351on“ was qulte modest less than

930{} T believc s - bub this wos :‘-_n 1210!

P et e

As I was still hav1“g afternoon fever and coughing a great deal; next




dale remained in the hotel and rested while Rich and Louis went out wjpy, |

ﬂr}'Smith‘to see the available tracts. Thoy soon returned and reported

with anhu51asm that they had chosen twe adjoining 160°'s for thémselves SO :

%hey could do all building themselves,'have-a'common cistern, and kitchen,

cte. Buh Lhe nett 160 avallablc was a mile away from thelrs Another

4

decision to make - and this time I had fo decide on acqu1rlng a farm,

uander

- s

c;xcumstances which to most people, undoubtedly, would have meant an

immediate and ﬁnhesitating no as the answer. But instéad I said Yes I'll be

~-glad to-take- thls 160-acre homestead even though a- tthlderable dlstance

-from the nearest neighbor and five miles from town. At that moment I must

have been the -least quallfleﬁ prospective rancher- farmer in the entire

state of Colorado. But, contrary to all predictions back home, I was nob

-

~, homesick at all and I was in love with the great cattle ranches tHe vast
= - '. - 7 A :..'F

* 4 expan%e_of Buffalo~6ramma Blue Stem grass sod pasture, thé_widely -

- _— — - - - 2T - s = .

scatterea ranch“bulldlngs enclosed by beautiful trees ‘and gardens ;rrrgafeu

-

-

w;th Watcr_pumned"from‘deep wells‘by wlndmlll power,-and—big herds of

— - - = o e
- g - —

---Mhltéf&C6~CatﬁIe f:om thﬂ flrst tlmé the great panorana came 1nto view.

-._‘_ N R = —

= o
- —

-

7w BeSldeS I had ta{mn Dz._Bxeedlng 5. 2dvicder in comlng to Coloraﬂo at all; apé;

o

-—
— — s

| . I had =y _“}Db«-”tt:x dEI;Jf hy ‘the hel‘D of Blv-lne'-PI:_ovide_pT:é' ‘and my own cfforts’

i — — il —
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o Next was ;he rcutlne trlg.tﬂ the land 0ff1ce - and I—had povse531on cf i
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- 60 agres of Célqrado'land = togography, gentlf rolllng to flat not a tree ;

-

.Or bush ox shrub on 1t but covered with beautiful green graSa as was all

» i G - g oo § . . "
o ko revrain iy SigiL ol Gll sides. oxt, on ”rlce cf Hi \lbrlani Rdy

al ) P

Cowboy son of hotel owner, Mrs, Albright, I discussed immediate problems

-

_With Pote Meyer, tﬁe_town's livery barn proprietor and horse trader,

- - — - - -
- w - . - - d . -
~ = — - — -



I'-éhbﬁgﬁ_for‘all'necessities - about 16°x18' and 4°* aeep-below ground surface

{;)

3

73“1/2f ﬁigh oitside  to gable shingled roof and five windows (four sides angd

cand I pioceédeﬁ‘ta make a drawing and specifications. One-room but large

“concrete steps to outside and ‘slanting outside door. Side walls about

T T T e R R U

Y & o

boardor; and wrangler, rough and ready but compétent and friendly. Pete |

knew everybody and the country from A to Z. Tt qu1ckly became apparent

|
-

that I was a new breed of tenderfoot to Pete and my dlalect amuaed hlm no

y . 35 other
end so we sort of took to each/- for our mutual benefit. nght off X

w — — —_—

nceaed-sogeone to build me a house to live in. Pete got me the man to do ij

and‘sfrongly urged a half dug out as most practical Ffor wind protectioﬁ, J

& -

Concrete floor, walls and_cement.top shelf 18" wide on.three sides with

one larger end). All top construction insulated -and as weather protecting

- -

- i L

as‘possible. A concrete water_cistern was'constructe& about 5" diameter

and 7= 1}2' aeep to hold dbout 1?00 gallons 01 water, and a small two stall

! o -

shed roqﬁ barn Esr saddle horse and mllk cow.' A horse and cow pasture of

about 20 acr@s was fenced W1tn good thfea w1re fences. = S B

A : - - I i _.q. - 7 - — 2

- — - =, B 4] = et - - i

Thls was tbe eyuent of‘bulldlng 1mprﬂvements,-requ1rlng two men about

— — -

T T 4w e = P

three Qeeks‘tq_ccmpiete Durlng~thas construction. a minlmun ofs new and

. —
- - A
) -, — T — b

uecondnaia“furnjshln [ was urdhased LCcmbfhatiodfhéétef—cboksEbve‘coaI
g: P
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burnlng fange, bcd 'sprlngs, mattrhsses; two chalrs and"rocker small —— -

L P = -
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-roundjd4n1ng_téhlel=hgckcase._h EN ;53_;- ST L el - o T = -

s uNéxL qaddln horae anﬁ saddle and here new frlend,and advmsor _Pute

-

Meyer, really "took me for a ride" as a tenderfoot! I had never seen a

1

... Western stockman's saddle nor did I know anvihing about brone saddle

horses -~ 50 pete got together for me a conpletely. Qutfltted whltc cowpony,

- 'Dink" smooth mouth cowboy saddle ‘and blanket, lonq used, pair of Spurs

e . -
o —
P —

an(‘i }}1‘1(‘1"(‘ and halYtore O1A hfr\'l.' e I E PPl BT SN, TP T S, R I s PO S S [ T
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1garnca he had boenl"retirea“ for éeveral years by XY Ranoh whose brand he
diﬁp1ayéd, left hip, one of the iarge cattle.outfits se&eral miles away. I
knew he was smooth mouthed so could onl} guoSS-he Qas quite old. But Peto
was "reasonable" and made me a package price not vcry high in dollaxs and

only about double curront sale prices. -At thakt, whlle everyone around

thoroughly enjoyed the process of my "education" as I did mysq}f; I never

P

regretted the deal. 01d Dink was far-from being a dead horse. He was in

féct a well trained cattle heorse, and in later months he took me home acros:

--the pralrle ~-tlme -and aga;n ~_in-the darkness-or-moonllght -no roads anﬁ

qompletely lost myself. I becane very much attached to 0ld Dink. Pete als

1ocated a very good milk cow for me, black, grade Holstein, several years

old, gentle and glvlng 2-3 gallons milk per aay. 8 1' & ie =

=

(j} o I movea out to ny farm just as soon o my halx dugout was hahitable
‘* and, of ourse, there wgs no ho;seback rldlng and very little exercise of an

- ¥ . = — o

kind for several months. I had gotten through the long train trip and

-

. .-business and buildinq arrangements in connection with the homsstead (which

. called- “Green Horn" Ranoh _with blg steer horn palnted a v1v1d green over -

-
- - e —_ o

= ﬂoor), fdirly*weIl by restlng as muoh _as possmble each dag at, the ﬁlbxlght

= f— - s s 3 . — —
—

S P Hotel where 1~11ued about a_month — T - e L '.~7—~?J =

o by e
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S € st Soon after arrlval in Colorado r comﬁﬁnacated w1Lh”a numberﬂﬂf TB
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LB, sanmtarlums in th”'west and-southwest to 9et all 1nformatlon Qosvlble_re-

3 th61§ treatwent:of“patlenﬁ$ 1n—det 1, Also T subvqubed for “the "Journa;

e - e T - SE e

of Lhe Outdoor Life", OfflClal publlcatlon of tho Hatlonal TB ASooclatlon

Then oertl ne sebttled down on the "Ranch I reportes hully to Dr. oDrsoddsy

~

Who wrote to me often and sent me tuberculln regularly along with words of

good cheer, ana I began my Color1do "treatment" and contlnued it as carefu

e - ey
i - = - - - - — -
oo = i - - £ - - — = - —_ -
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and exactly as possible, Louis and Rich brought wmy mail and groceries and

coal out for me at least once a week-or oftencr. Of course, I had to prepar

my own meals entirely but this was not too bad at all. I only weighed 112

pounds and Wy appetite was very poor, but fortunately I had no distaste for

milk_or milk products in any form, so fresh_pilk and butter from my Own cow

- — — = —_—

wplackie”, as muchigs I ceould take'at ﬁeals, and milk as a beverage betweecn

= ncals was the LOundatlon food in my bachelor diet. For breakfast ﬁancakes

i

— o

with lots of butter sl honey or cereal and bacon or ham and eggs if I could

- take a~full meal-which at first“waSMnot"pcséible'as~I~couldn't~eat_egg3"or'“

ham and bacon at all! To ge@'arouhd this loss I found that I could swallow

]

one or two egys ln & glass of grape Juice without nausea and this became a

standard breakfast additive for a long time. From noon to 1:00-2:00 o’cleck

- o . -—

my ﬂbig" meal became a sort of eﬁberimental food laboratory and my qame with

myself everyday was-~~l Try to thlnk of somethlng, anythlng I mlght like tc

eat then o Fxx 1t but each time wzth ~some varlatlons, add%tlons,lor sub-

- o EL R " — 4 . -

tractlnns l had fun wi;h beef or-pork og“chlcken stews . I soon_iearned

- ..___ - ar s e S e o ey PR g - ek P - - - - -, _—
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.-ﬁh the payol —lsv_-I,,Qualiﬁf.pffmaiB ingredient must bé‘chozceL{and <
T

< and_who I_eifpi‘i;};” _-1: nvaridbly-improves flavor and-palétability

- SIS _—

With_gonetrmes a 1lttle flour Stlr edhln far thlckenlng 1nta a. combination

- — S - - . - - - S -

- 'SCEQTQﬁf:éséaﬁﬁbﬁﬁp,_ ang. 3,mNever1have anythlng'halﬁ cooked least af a&l,_
*Qny_ﬁjna o HsEé_._ Then the game of'"h01ces-cont1nued with potatoes, sweet
_ -_c_»:“frf_;“.f_a 5@ _o'rﬁnashed or h_asl'l-*_ﬁro“-@ned vI’rish ".or__g;'oup; d Beahs_', .string or

dry,cooked four hours with fat salt pork with cornmeal hoe-cakes! Tomatoes,

Lrash or can: Ld Spanish onion, cookaed or raw, and so on Ior eRdck moal, end

a contest with appetite and often only two real meals a day, late breakfast

- - . . - — L
-



und 2-3 o'clock dinner but loks of fresh milk anytine. I was slecping qujt,

;cil at,night plus an afternoon nap. And doing a great deal of rEHdiné ana.

‘writing. My correspondence was a real time consumer and the most extensjive ;

-

evéi experienced, before or ‘since, A full grown'black cat had-arrivnd from

}ome unknown port and 1mmedlately solved the surplus mlik and qarbage dis-

& posal problem, He was 0bv1ous}y W1dely traveled and Wlse in the ways of thb

wbrld but hav;ng taken over Green Horn Ranch he had nec lntentlon of 1eav1nc

”W mmmmm«m

and dldn’t. He was an alarm clock, playmate, comedlan, and ideal demonstra-

tor of the great health asset of complete “and pro1onged relaxatlon - quite

cat! 2And soon Juﬂt about lndlspensable in the general scheme of thlngs kol

Green Horn Ranch. B

There were days at a time when not & living soul was seen or Spoken

Hj . Occ331cnallv a dozen more ox less, antelope would be gr321ng quste nearf:

A7

qyen wlthln a few hunﬂred yards of the nouse q§ly rarely was there a )

bésserby, generally on horseback coming by, but each such ti&e stopping for

- R -— -
- e o

& & short vxslt -and a new frlenpshlp began. It_was most gp;tun%tg for me-

-_—
i % - &
—

- that these first months on’ the “ranch" _were during the warm, felativer drg,

™ i o S -— — i B — - = - o -

" late summer-and fa}l months- for my iliness “treatment“ could” proceed under

- ool T = L LD —_— ==
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—

Y the best p0551ble-condltlons wnlle llVlng habits- and a&iuvtmentsh_drag ic
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and revolutlonary 1n character. were be;ng made- : - 5% W WS

it
)
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“"Unbelaevable as lt may -seem-:I was-aetgfmined to make the-best of the

-
P ey —
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situation from the first, and” by c*ganlzlng each day ‘into perxods‘to'flll“
. tha wvhole waking perlod ~ light reading for amusement, serious study and

religious beoks including the Bible, genuine new found interest ani fun in

Planning ang preparing meals; writing iy letters: and pleasant diversion

* With olg Dinlc, Blackie the Cow,—ard the Jrrepreeé ble cat - it _is an actual-

o e -
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" ..of being properly Tdressed“outﬂﬂzfaway_framwthe,hanse_iﬁmthemobenv:“justm““ﬁ

O

_ . Uparty" and guests for dinner - and the main course was jackrabbit stew -

fact that I not Qﬁly was able to avoid boredom, any bitterness or selrf pity

at all oxr even rarely ény deqgree of discouragement - but on the contrary was

" able to thoroughly enjoy much of the day to day happenings in this new 1life

where each little minor unusual incident often became an event. I

... Such an incident and/or-coincidence occurred ore morning when a big
'whiﬁe tail jackrabbit made the mistake of not only invading a private cow

range but getting within gunshot range - and the Green Horn Ranch had its

first homegrown meat to eat. Just as this "meat animal" was in the process

then of all times comes along the road to town in front of the house -

(prairie trail rather than real road), two young'mén in a two pony pocle

— B
s

tongue light spring wagon, who stopped for a visit and to get some direc-

fions,anq_infofmaéion re: homesteads and_laq@ for sale,_'And 50 i had a

-

- - -

- -

.
-

—
—

and culinary history was made!

-

All concerned had time_tb spare and it was_

_my:day to rise_ahd shine for dear 0ld Green .Horn and ¥ made the mqsf of it,

The stew with-much rich seasoning cooked on and on for hours while - its =

-l - T - -

- —

--ﬁébéég:h%é;éaﬁbiyféssﬁfgéqﬁé the ‘guestd got -hungrier and hungrier. They

— - —_—- — —

~were from Kansas or -some other.not too-far away part and quite at home in

- Paéhéisrtqugrters,--ﬁhe stew went over - or in- - with loud acclaim: at worst

-

= o

: i"t_,.wa; _._szlrt:aiqu £111in",. and at best grading it-was really quite delicious-

——
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e —

_for anyone partial to jackrabbit stew! The boys left~in the late afternoon
and the little new ranch had joined the great ranches of the piains in the

dispensing of true western hozpitalizy! Jnd a gozd time was had by all.

At the end of three months on the new "ranch", and striect adherence to

- all_thg-prescrihgd rules and recommendations relating to diet, rest, 6pen

R oo
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windows, relaxation and absence of worries, I had gained 25 pounds

in
weight, the afternoon fever was gone, and coughing'and expeclorating g1

rcduced, almost gone. ©f course, I was greatly encouraéed,ﬂ SO much I

lwught a secondhand bicycle for'éxercisingf. Soon after that I weht to pychi.

neares%.c{py,.l39 miles west, and had a complete” ChecPup by a TB specialic

— - i -

His findings were also encouraglng, his. veralct being that T

wWas now cHI"l

arrasted case maklng gocd progress, but not pronounced cured as yet so all

elements of treatment must continue for months - 1nde£1n1te in total time as

"_of now,” But bicycle to be disposed of at once = riding it ohé Of the worst

things I could possibly do!

-

Wlthln reasonable limits it was perm1551ble now to ride horseback 50

more and more I rode 0ld Dlnk over for short visits with griends Rich and

.:) Iouisranﬁ into town to get the_mail, sméll items at.the store, or just for

- o,

' - — -
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o a._-:Also on some Sundayg I rode into town to attond ehunch and have dinner

g _at the.hotel‘afterwards.- Therg

only one churhh bnlldlng in Sheridan

e Léke, &~ snaiI‘membershlp, 51ngle- small roomLMethoalgt Church, whlch, howev

— — - —_— i ]
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< - hag an.nrgan,-xe;y_nlce pews, and regular Sunday School anﬁ preachlng .

Sﬁrvxce$ qonducteé—by a-: fxne, young_mlnister who aIED served cnall churches

__"'--... g — o - - _--..-., - - - . = - % -
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~ = in nearby—Tamner on- the-east—and:Branden on-the yf g‘ Mrs Gamble,;wlfe“o‘:

...._'-- & = e o —
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and_ ardeﬁt falthful Methodlst.dnd church worher was really the spark plug

of the little church, which accounted for the freshly pain;ed building and

e

dent, ete., ete. It might be well at this pomnt to record thnt she and her

HFCrChanL husband were the parents of one son, ten, and a~6aughter Mnd}o.

;ﬂwwwmj, b %3 % - 9T ) T -

Teally

- the Gnnerait tone “Howard Gamble Who Sells Everytblng" a- talented musician

heatly findshed interior. She was also organisth, Sunday School suparinton-

e




about 18, who attended Pucblo Centennial High School and was away flom home

most of the school year, Already I was looking forward to meetlng the young

llady during the Christmas season when she would be at home.
Winter was appreoaching and I had sone apprehension concerning my

adjugtment to a-ﬁuch colder_plimate than ever before experienced, and the

. ot
- —_— - ==

adequacy of my half dugout shelter 1n a Colora&o blizzard and subzero

weather -as described to me by local natives. So I began preparing for a

hard winter, eérly. Big pile of lump ébal and kindling wood: woolen blaﬁket'

from hone,;” heavy clothlng Trowmmail order catalog recommended for "extreme-
c0ld" including fur lined cap and blanket lined corduroy coat, etc. In full

regaiia when the first snow did arrive I, undoubtedly, looked wore liKe an ‘

Eskimo than a Colorado cowboy. Even so none of the longtime residents went

'gntu the winter months unprepared, and my safety-first measures were much

rbetter than foolish risks would have been, Of coﬁrse I learned that my*l

B e & - = . ™ — -— -

first Colcrado w;nter had many days of sunshlne awd moderate temperatures as|
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e 3
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gli: t_aﬁi_lr ‘_ nte?valq e and that overal—l I really llked the crlsp dry cold of

- "..:'-__-..".. - 5w SIS TR s

'u_'“'cq1oraao ‘Better~than our ‘cold w;ntex% rains|, mua,‘an@‘lcey‘sleét back home.

o _-~--_—"'"" &
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. The Chrlstmas-New Year “anlal" eaason 1n Sherldan Lake ang- Surrouﬁdlng'

= v e —_ 4 - - -
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- 'E'eé'iq_:m“ie:igg und was_ hlghllghted Wlth the blg annualﬂWocdman*s Ball

*New‘fégrf%-Evéf: Prlor ﬁo tHls elaboxate event I had‘fram time.to. time met

A fe Iocar "ccugirls"-at the- hop el éha aﬁ‘ﬁhurch-ﬂ:ﬁanmbré :§c9qtl§'I had

_—

o - o

met Madge Ganble, home for the hGlldoyS when Mrs. Gamble had veiy kindly

2

anvited me to Yave Christaas dinnor with thanm along with a fgw ohther cuosis

includlng the younq Methodl*t preacher. At th:s dlnner party I "dated“




qbout 9.:PM and at Mldnlght stopped for an hour featu:ed by .- qu1te an elaborat

~hotel. ~—At 1 AM- danc;ng resumed and-continued -all-night, endlng alw“ys with

-the Home Sweet Howe waltz exactly at sunup. The musxc was by old time hoe-

© as_rest periods:_ And I sat out half or mq;e of the ouhersl but I was ac-

Madge for the Voodman's Ball! And this, my first adventure in Colorado

society —-on the range - was really something to write home about. I 2

lcarned that the_}nv§riable custom iq those days was for attendance at the

not too freguest dances to include people within a radius of twepty miles o3

more, most of whom came by horseback and most of the men wore their boots

= e p— - ——

aa usual - and danced with them on as a matter of course. The danclng begar

informal feed or supper served plcnlc style in the dance hall and/dr nearby

down fladlers, banjo” and gultar and the order of dances varied little from.

two guadrilles or square dances followed by waltz,; then two—step, then

Schott}sche,_and repeat all, etc. The quadrllles were most helpful to me

- R G e e - -

tually in there -for “Home Sweet Hbme“ slept all the next day in the hotel

‘ana suffered.no-serlous lll effecta so far as I could—tell % sl

- T -_— "-.'.'-__.-_. B I, T T TR 4 - — -
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Three orffour of the gltls,from‘Towner and blg ranches were gxcellent
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“and: I'%norougth eq;oyed danCLng and talklng £ them ail e, Q?g;
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'Wl llt;le f}abbergas»edhta:flna hak -I- wids . alreagy.known v;a ‘the- grapevlne

—-_ - - - - »
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. raundbdbout‘aS‘“hhak college_fellét from Tenhessee up here for hls_heal*h“

—

-
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_ “hut I was warmly welccmed and acceoﬁed by gll Madge_was~my lucky star of

.-..._‘*' -".... -“':_ — -~
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~the avenlng and not only then’ but 1ater a most 1nterestlng and charmlng

- - - - -

PerSDnal;ty. She had danced very 1ittle in her life and was a very poor

Eut sha was a vivacilous, sps

D W g, B T

[

vxling, witty, irve 9 resgibnle Irish

lassie: she knew everybody, and she made it her first order of business to

e . . . : : ;
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.introduCE'me all around and then tell me about Pueblo; Denver, Pikés Peak
and Colorado. Come summer she_wouid show me some of the nearby big.cattle
outfits firsthand with a weckend at one of them and she did just‘that.
Actvally the Gambles had come to Sherida% Lake in the first place several

years before because of Madge's health = TB - and while improved enough to

- = —_

-resume school, she was by no means robust. She was fairly tall about

514", slender, blue éyes that sparkled, attractive, but not particﬁlarly
rpretty”. A few years later she ma;r%eq_a druggist in éueblo buf her

-health failed soon after and she passed away while still in her twenties e
‘The Gambles qxtggdgd innume;able fagors-and céurtesies to me éuring mny

fourteen months on the little ranch, adding much to the. many pleasant

memories relating to that extraordznary perlod of my life. _ .

- 2. 2By the summer of 1911 I had been encouraged further by dnother
il - -
'pxamlnatzcn by the Pueblo SpEClallSt vho found no remaining indications of

- # = P a Rl - ==
o ] - - - &

”ébtivg TR at‘all, although there was considefablé 1oss 6f'upper lobes luhg‘

- ~~%issue, now scarreﬁ “and calc;fled permanent but not necessar;lx_lethal

- —_— - -
- = - - = i
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.-eper,uan-the future. FOIlOWlng thls favorable medical repoft I decldad =

e -
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“*66£1n1teiy not to_return to_ Tennessee_but to try to—flnlsh myhengwﬂeerlng

— - il e —— — i

‘. ‘education. ln—Colefadom Accerdlngly,‘at my rcquest, a trahscrgot of nmy

- .
A —_ iy i
mom 5 — — —_ by a— - — s

bredits was forwaraed fron the Un1verszty oﬁ_Tennessee Fo Colorado Unlver—

- —
= - e - -_— — S5

- - ~5$i§y;q; Bcﬁlder aﬁa b i was actepted fdf:fgll,Jupior,stgndiﬁéla@d admission ir
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< OCtﬁber tc the'Ccilege_of‘nng;neerlng. This arrangement was not to he £

- s
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tonsumated, hewever, due to - -another strange intervention of fate or inex~
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= plicable coincidanca which nffacbod By wiolz fubuzo mn Ca-orhub bl

years to follow. COne day. soon after my credentials were accepted by




Cologado Uniyersit} I chanced to be having dinner at the hotel in Sheridan

Lake and on that same day, Herbert L. Seaman, YMCA Secretary from the State

College of Agriculture in Fort Collins, was also ha}ing dinner there and we

= - - o - —

became acquainted very ¢quickly, He was, of course, familiar with Colorado

Colleges and Universities, and become immediately interested in my problems

and future possibilities. After an extended'discuésidn and questiéh and

answer period, Mr. Seaman in brief said: "You have found our high, dry

*Colorade climate beneficial to.your health so have decided, wisely-to com-

plete-yéurmeﬁucationmin~thism5tate;mwBut~what-then?~—ColofadorUniveréity‘s--n

Civil Engineening‘course is fine but your first job might well be RR

Jocation or other such work in the East where more people are. MNow Irr.

‘Engineering which is a branch of Civil Engineering has a great future in the

~~  Arid West, and the bollege in Fort Collins has the best course'in”Hydraulics
i - . = = - = _ ) - ' :
PN and Irr. Engineering in the United States. Why not go to Fort Collins right

away now dLrlng the vacatlon perlod and talk thls whole. matter over with -

: ,az}/u : ' 3
Mr. V.W.Cone, Diréc?or of the U:S.Hydraulics—Laboratofg_a; the co}lege and

- fifsthand-wbat they‘re*doiﬁgraﬁd vhat the Irr. Engineering grads are

e -, o o.a om  m gw - - — - - . - - . - . -— A z |

ndoxng dmmediately. after—grdduat10n° I}l gladly give you. a letter of. -

- —
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R Herb Seaman a flne ycung Christian: worker of -warm pleas;ng personallty

— — s —

;6bvaously haqfno axe to grlnd other than~that—of-helpfulnéss, his mission_ -

- -
— = - - - — - -—
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over-the “state at ths tine belng to induce ‘high school grads to continue

-—
- -

. their education by going on to college. His advice to me made sense. I did
89 to Fort Collins within » Few days, mot Mr. Cone who showod ma tha big iul

and Exp. Sta., as well as the Engineering building and campus, corrcborating

-
- '-

T 811 I had been told by Mr. Seaman. And so another major decision was made a
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1 requested, soon after, a remtransfer of my university credits from Colcg..

1ddo University to Colorado State College of Agrlculture {later Color

aclo

- State UnlverqlLy) in Fort Collins and a new era in my life_was soon to bc

.. .. The summer of 1911, while still llVlng on the_ "ranch" and in my half

ﬁugout home, paﬁsed cquickly-and pledsantly _ My standaralded TB

“treatment“

* had become a way o£ l;fe and was contjnued w1thout dlfflculty. Gradually

and occasional dancing

there was more and more horseback rldlng, walking,

parties, & weekend visit to one of the big cattle ranches was parﬁicularly E

“ﬁenjoyed;“for”here'I“saw'for“thE“first“time'tha“génuine”working“wesﬁern“cow—

“boys in action and learned why' brandlng was necessary and how it was done.

Sl At this time tbere vere only a very few automoblles in the County and

not many even in the cltles Howard Gamble had just acqulred hls £irst

ﬂa' autc and the fam_ly planned a ten day to two-week vacation trip to Royal

S

»:6orge, Canon City Skyxlne Drive and a beautlFul llttle

- _....-“— = . - = .= -

mourtaln revort town :

-Rye, wes t of Puéblo. I was invited to go along wzth no expensa other than

my own_meals and loac1ng and per501a1 1nc1dentals, sc"I qladly accepted,

- — - o -_— -
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sicwei was rlchly Teerde c'i

ancég
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n-seelng some of the- flnest 0f Colorado s Rockg
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= Mountaln sceﬁgry San fu510n-of wlld.flowera, shrLbs;'trees and wilg AdFe.
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n":bf-the'hi couﬁtry, TadY new and 1nterest:ng “to- me = Tglto
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getﬁﬁr a thomough]y?
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- ;"fwhﬂy_Tennessee fn;ends andun91ghbors4 Rich cOneland'and Louwis
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“Lacey, ‘weref

.
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__Row, Qulte at homa an Colcraaor-and enjoylng llfc and had made numerous new

Rich was catcherhpitcher on the Sheridan Lake baseball team and

.

friends,

_\his erperisance of sp\ﬁaal vears back heme, and all-around ability us a

W -

Player at any position, made him a valuable and popular addition to the

; ¥ -
- . L ) -, - F— - .
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local pickup team (one of several in a small castern Colorado "Bush™

i

1eagu6). But they were ‘both planning to return to their ﬁormer Tenncssee
: ’ |
howmos as soon as they had completed the required fourteen months contlnuous

residence on their 160-zcre homesteads, submitted proofs and acquired

patents or title from;Ut S.-Land Office. Rlch later married a Colorado g

1
i
r%
"he had met in Sherlaan Lake and they made a home on a farm in Overton County

'

Tennessee, had several children and were successful respected citizens. T

never learned anything of Lacey's. later 1ife after his return to Tennessee.

-

They were both “f;lends ~in-— need“ to me and will always be warmly renenﬂerm

. for their good fellowship and innumerable kindnesses in our first months

together in Colorado.

— -

' "Just before the fall opening of college I went to Fort Collins and

- ek P

7 -arranged-for a Junior Class schedule somewhat less riqorous than ordinarily
U X - - - 5

{'Eull requirements., My thought was that if I could do the Juniqr'and Senior

® Yéars' reqpiréments in 2~1/2 or 3 years with continued . improvement in healt}

. . and_avoid another hreakdown, I would be happy and Ebnéider'mysélf-yery for-

. 'gppahe. "I &lsa had to réturnrﬁpiSheridan-igke for a few déys‘inxoctober fo

- = TE e M - - & -____..' = —- - - - - L S —

termlnéLe my foﬁfteen -months * re51dence on the homestead and submlt prouf
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= p"kegidenbe'ahd boﬁﬁfianée of Iegal requiremehts for Government Patent,

e

& - - - & i . -
= = . = - fr—s
o [ . = - bt

KEtuaIly sometlme later my plaof was contested hy~someone hoplng to acauire

—

—

the tract by“re~entry. Thls'resulted 1n—a farmai Government “Hearing". i——

-

- § = el

% _necesgltatlng ather trlp to the U Sz Land Offlce. Fortunatélf} the

o — o

~"Hearing" resu,wud in tbe contest being thrown oct, and in aue course I

- recelived pacent and full legal cwner:hip of YGreea Horn Ranchat.,

With the decision to enter college again and now arrangements made for
A fulrly llght schedule for the fall term I rented a small“ two bedroom.
B g5 -




-
-
-

renting our home in Tennessee for a year, mother and sister, Cartye, came tqo

e colorado éhd joined me in Fort Collins. The 1201 Pear) Street house had 3

-

' screened and secluded back porch which was converted into an all-weather

open-aixr sleeping room; and again a now adventure in living began,

—a -

o AL the beglnnlng, we were favorably 1m9;esscd wlth Fort Colllns as a

= s = -

clean, attractive small~c1by eE churches, schools and friendly people, with

no saloens, and high moral standazds, beautifully situated-near the moun-—

— ' —

tdins. But thé college, as a whole, was a big_disapgoiﬁtment to me. True,

- —-the. Department of Hydraulies.and Irrﬁ.Engineering_was“impressive“in"being.at.
-ghe top in its field, but everything eise on the caﬁﬁus was in such sharp

contrast to the Unlver51ty of Tenneseece that I had to realize for the flrsL'E

time in Colorado that I was terrlbly hone51ck More than anythlng else, I

i T thlnk lt was the great dlfference in the student bodies that maﬂe the big

r
oty
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shock. At Tennessee everyone wore work cwothes in. the Labs and shops, but

wera'always 1mmdguldfely ‘dressed out81de on campus or in meetings.and class-¢

-ruoms._ To_ﬂee men” dtudents wearlng dlrtyn_graasy coruuroxg and nondescrlnt

-
— SR s = - - e

-— i . - - - - -

*fIénnel shlrt Btr olllng_around-cempus between—C1353Eu Wlth co- eds who
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= ~snem1ng¥y must_b vehhad.the-adea that ,clotheé;ao.%o£5ﬁékef£ﬁ?m%nﬁféhd-sd"
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. £ouldn't-cdre 1ess;~was a 1§r to me that would taﬁé 10hg time for adjust—
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£r1ends aﬁd.flnest-personalltle at “Rggles" I hpd _ever known.:‘And yet_from

=i Wiy = e — it T sl ey S e P T
- - _-ml@tgr.l_@ A, to flnd from <close 1nt1mate-assnc;atlon some of-the best

the extreme informal dress of the early Rancherucowboy—mingr type westerner

-

.t the sliessy Boatnik tvoe of half a century later, {wlﬂ“ ipread aves the

country) I have continued to favoy the well-dregsed person, man or woman,

’ '“tyll le hecomlngly groomed but never convplcuously extreme- for it is

-
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n» [anckt of life that well-fitted good quality artistically chosen cléthing

oes play an important part in “making a man" and molding-a personality.
does play p ding-a p y

put more than ultra informality in clothes was the seéming lack of

-

cultural backgreounds and a crudeness in everday manners even in social

-

-

affairs such as the “college® dances. But here again I later found off-

"setting plus qualities preponderant among Aggie students in their relative
'maturity, seriousness of purposé-and high conbentration in'working toward

definite objectives. They were in college for'a specific and cloarly under-

- -

stood primary purpose; and everything else whether vecrsational of cultural

was secondary. Génerally they had very limited money resources and so were
~in a hurry to gqgualify for responsible post—graduation employment in their

chosen fields, and their aims were high. ’ . ‘-_- =

-

— g

(3} _ .- In brief, at this time Aggies was essentially a vocational workshop on

. 7. the college level and in Forestry, Veteriﬁqry Medicine, Civil and Irr.

_ Engineering, Home Economics, and Agriculture and Animal Husbandry, graduates

_ . were well tzainea'apd—prepé}edrfor.éffective leadership almost immediately

- aif!:.e.r graduation, and were wic’.T:—rly recogniz‘éd as such throughout the Rocky
e e e e e e e e el S e g s w o e e S o e it -

- --uﬁountalw and westexn plains area. S R P G gy s g of  um oms T
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= There ‘were.no National Frats or Sororities on the campus at thlb “time
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- bue college enrollment'was‘lﬁcreasxng each year inciudlng transfer students
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.

. : from ather 6ut—of—-8téte Eniversities and folleges who wers members of 5
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- NatloﬁdlﬁFrats or: Sororltles So it was only a few years before_ National
- Frats and Sororities were granting charters to campus local petitioning

S9roups.  In 1911 there were only five lecal frats and two sororities, but

Fn

within two years two more had been organized. 1In 1914 the flrst national

c}mrter was granted by Sigma Nu to local AKE, and the followlng year, 1915
-y - 77 T i
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Alpha of which group I was a member and corresponding secretary dufihg the

petitioning period. An interesting sidelight of early day fraternity ernbry--

T:;':-ni-:: development was that.TA*secona oldest local,was first organiced by a

group of Juniors while out on annual upper class field cémp during the sum-
mer of 1905. -They called themselves "“The Poyal Order of Infernal Tree Apez"

i colors: blood red and fungral black! Hence, the later "“Tau Alpha" ~ but not

—

for “several years during which time- the "Pree Apes™ were mostly engineers,

doninated football and baschall teams, ranked high as ROTC Officers and in
~scholastic grades but dellghted“ln candalizing"ali”attémpts'by”“pantywaist”
elementa toward forma11z1ng college social functions! Definitely the more

or less "uncivilized" "He-Man" type vogue - bui how different from the

o =

Beatniks of fifty yeérs later!

~~ . == The college year i £ e with limited schedule, was completed with

t ! . . . .

e : =
-+ 'fair grades and no failures. No re-activation of TB occurred and back

e - i - o — =
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'T'bafch;ouksidé'sleeping continued, with weight still sub-ndrmal and only very

- ~~moderate eXercise BAA slight ﬁocial activitieé- Hother'adjﬁstéa to new

.~ Colorado city living quite well, in part due to the Lrlendly people Dﬁ_the“‘

- = ~— -

" . First Baptist Church, as .well as nearesg;next GQDL nelghbors,HJohn—Smrtorl,“

T kifZ*aﬁa-daugﬁterf*Anna on-Laporte‘Rvenue —and the Charley cgane famlly on

-
- = g —_ - — - —_— —
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"Eé%rllgt;eék. Charley and wife, - -two - daughteps, Nwllle “and Florencey and

—_— e - = - o -

- Elmer, teenaggrs;all Sﬁuthern;pEigin-and mEst cardialignd helpfuls

- — oL - = —
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- Lzt —51ster'Carrye, now 16J and .a beautlful glirl; p:ééegtéﬁ_sﬁéﬁgnly-unfb;e—

- —_—
—

.. Bcen "problems™! She still lacked two years of high scheol work, and I was

‘wln_tne cuite pew role f e = Bf beahy oduneilor aid Yéocial Seoll” Bd Wolis

th

e - . R

as disciplinarian to some.extcnt. At this time there was offered by the

college a "School of Agrlcultuxam tﬁg_géar"cﬁurse-for 1ith and 12th high _
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dehool advancement students mainly from Colorado farm families who desiy

el

lacLlﬁal short courses in irrigation agrlculturc wlthout later tnklng
college work towards a degree. The college campus and buildings were ade
available to these students'bf both sexes who wore @istinguishing uniformg

- and @ere"geneéally referred to as "Short Horns". Actually the type of sty- 3

™ denfs in the School of Agriculture (which was discéntinued a few years la-

—

tcr] was qu1te high and t}e academlc courses fu]ly standard qualluy, and so :

I arranged for Carryé's enrollment for. better supervision, instead of Fort

'”éoiiihgmﬁigﬁmﬁbﬁéél;“éia"éESEéié£iéﬁhﬁiEﬁ"§Sﬁéﬁﬁé% older and more mature = &

students. She made passxng grades but her top interest wag the socxal life

dates and bcys. She was popular from the start and I was constantly "in-

vqlved“ in the choice of date bids and vetoing all dates except weekends,

- . -

. and then urging preferende- for her Baptist Church attending new boy
- - « = L .

-

'='56Cjuainténces. ‘One of these was a college freshman, Carl Bay, Carl's

-
-.:..’, - - -

parents were "plllars“ in the church and he was a member and regular ;

-7 atte ndant 'Hé“was é‘fihe aghlebe both .in fdotﬁéll'and‘track igft§e_100 and

o DR -éﬁéihté e He also was & “member ofi‘sFrat, a2 Iocal whose. mewﬂ:erahlp‘“dldﬁ

- _—— - -
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not inelude a single _one who smoked! ~With no - fault”™ to- find-in thls riew

o} £ — =
i = - — —y
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s frlendqhnp, f'was rather plea ed than otherwlse in bEln@ relleved cf some

q-.-__x-- -— i aw A o - - . 5w
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T of my ™ SUperlalcn L but Tot at 11 prepared some~months later to learn of
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N *kﬁe;extent-and conqequences-of thls—frlenﬂéﬁlp_ T e T T e e T
- = Z=TAt the end ot the” ccllegé year full appralsaI sf the whole ei‘tuatlen‘

2gasin had to be made w1th new decisions. By this time my total cash re-

- . SOUrQes were alarnjngly low, two more years would bDe necessary for giaduo- §

tion, and my phyvxral condltlon made employment possibilities very limited,

if, _ln fﬂct there were any au ITI ;:If mothnr and 51ster were to llve
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pormanently in Fort Collins and the west, the home in Livingséon would hawve

to be sold and I wo@ld have to go back there and spend thc‘tiﬁe_neceSsary {

- 4 -

£ind a responsible buyer and complete the sale. héﬁordingly, it was de-

- - - - - —
-

.cided that mother and Carr?e would return to Tennessee at once, prior

-«axrangements having been made for occupancy of our home anytime desired,

and I would join them there in a_few weeks. ;.: B T W

~ - It later became evident that these "few weeks" involvihg a long round-

_ @bout'“detour“ via California and badly needed mqpeyhexpenditufé viere futil

6'HMW&nd\illwadvised.__Butnmy-purposefwasqmainlyftwomthingSa_m%omtry~at~a—number
- of brief stops to find out whether light employment could be secured, and
to have a tharough chest examination by TB specialists at two dif*prent

8nnltar1ums, whlle keeplng travellng expenSﬂs at an absolute minimum. Abou

Ead -

_(?3 the entire montﬁ of June 1912 was taken from Fort Colllns, Colorado to -
i

- -
-
-

;:; ;ivlnggbon, Tennessee, I flrst stopped at Qherld@n La&e to 1nvavr1gate

-— " == -

s P0331ble sale of my 160 —acre dry land homestead with no- results unless at -

v;.givsaway price. Next-by traln to Mgdesto, Callfornla,_a new7"planncd"

-

s b00m1ng town- in _upper-San Joaquxn Valley,'ifEast éeveloplng wine-grapes

e -
Sowi v -y e L o w o - 3 g == = - - e -

--area near Stockton~where : spenL:E few daYS'bUt no demand for Clerlcal (ol o

= — pa— —

- — —

= Offlce help, parbicularly an arrested Tb caqe.“F“om there two%aayé'iﬁ'San

-
-

-
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~ Francisco- and -on- south to Tos Angeles via one of Ehe tw1n Vale-Harvard -

e e — s -

bOatsﬁ the.xale. -My flrst and only ocean vcyage and view™ of the Golden Gat.

e - - -
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Whllehln Los Angeles for ‘three days, I went out o the famous P&ltlnger TB'

%

Sanitarium and a ;horaugh chest examination by Dr. Pottinggr himself - most

T ) in*'.,_' ol

ug an? enlightening to hotl OF us Kz

i

sund the heart woved over
to the right 1-1/2" due to the loss of both upper lobes lung tissue from
aVitiegj but the disease definitely arrested and calcified scar tissu
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well alohg in formation. His conclusion: a 5050 chance for complete

L OCOVeLY if ¥ entered a good sanitarium for continued observation, conva-.

1cvcgnﬂe, and treaLment as mlght be needed Not a very cheerful autcome

but extremely valuable in_my pLanning ahead with alternatives fewer and

N fewer Ro 1ntent10n at all of entcrlng a sanxtarlum for GbV1Du5 reasons.

iyt —
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From Los Angeles I started east towardq home via Soﬁ Pac (?) to

- PhODHlX but s*opplng a day at the desert town of Bannlng, Callfornla to see

br. Ylng, a Unlver51ty of Nashv1lle medlcal graduate and head of King's TB

gaprtar;gmhmvygrg"pleasant_yls;t_w;thrnrL_Klngﬂwhowtold.me_inmessence.abont
the same thing Dr. Pottinger had. Arriving in Phoenix I got a room in the

old Adams Hotel and- then spent several days job hunting in this Wwarm day

Arizona élimate. Whenever I got as far as filling out an applxcatlon

P T s g e _

(:} bIénk that was the end of the 1nterv1ew' “Lungers“ were thlck as fllea in

Phoenlx, and thelr Sﬂrv1ces Dot con31dered at any prlce. And that was that

: e - - gy
17 -

and I had had itr Iﬁfound a total stranger frlend who aSSLSted me in getti.

- _a check cashed SO I could buy a tlcket home._ And. I was an the lavt-iap of ;
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my'éetour from;ﬁolorado to Tennesseew ] '_ﬂ_':&__:; h:u;;:LJr%HM_;?n e
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T TR Strangely~enough I‘was;notrat atl crushed” by the trenq ef events and
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I was glad;to_have some facts—*rom whlch agaru to- f*ﬁe the future with faitl

- s i - bk - . —

k- _ﬂm*and unafraia T knew now that I must graduate in anlneerAHG._the Lardh_

-_.--... — —_ar
s . oma ¥ I

—W1111ng, and manage to work out the mbney proﬁlem scme way.and -T"would-get
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“*backlto Colorado an& rackie the’ Problem as soon'as p0551ble W
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Soon after arrlval home and greetlng friends and IElathﬁ& the last of

1. E
—~  Cuna, rnatha- .“ﬁ Carerre Drocke zono whnsll

Carrye vas eng:gcd to Carl Bay, mother's ‘consent had been giveh, and they
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wanted to be married December 24th in ouﬁhome in Livingston! Aand that

wasn't all the shocks to me, espéciallyl' Carl had decided to quit college

énd had rented 80-~acre irr. land only about one-half mile from his father's

farm in the edage of Fort Collins from which he could-borrowxsome horses and

aﬁhnnery and he was a;Lhady planning for a -1913 crop of sugar-beetc and

—

farmlng on hls cwn' Before theixr golrg to Colorado and wh*le I was still at

Sherldan Lake, I had made plaba for Carrye to attena Ward-Belmont Junior

College for Women ‘at Nashvilie after finishing high school. Aﬁd it never

" occurred to me at all that she mlght get marrled and not even finish hlgh
school, I knew a serious mlstake was to be made, hut after the 1nterohang95
of 1etters, parental consent secured and def;nlte plan.r already be ing

carried out, about all left for me to do was approve the plans foL the ) o

-

P ﬁrmal weedzng to’be inv t ons, an& to postoone my own return ta college

L8

b ::-- - i - s o ':_' s R '_'..".' .'-'-A:-"--__-__'-\-.; Pl spen a5 .—.- =) _ no iy R oL . “+ ;
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Sale of the LlVlngston home was delayed untll after the weddlng at”
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. v earliest, and'after that was not pressed durlng"the wlntez.as there- was no
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urgency under thQ clrcumstances and.there was “a real prablem iﬁ flndﬁng a
'I—-—.., _ . = =2 ] ‘-——'-— -- 5 . S i - T - - o

s e respon51b1e'buyer w1thout too great 3 sacriflce in prlce. The home weddlng
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QCCULIEd as planned on_ Decomber 24th tﬁe brldegroom havxrg arrlved a-fcw
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dayq before. It was a- beautlful "and 1mpresslve ceremony with- the—house fL‘l
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. ef Telatlves and llfetlme friendsx Tﬁé‘newlywéds 1§fyﬁsoon'éfter £0x_their
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hOHQYnoon and future—home in Coloraqo. = ; = o -
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This last wints® in Ternessee was extremely cold, wet, énd droary.

There were h.].tter cold rains or sleet anc} slushv snow every day in January

except one: ang February and March both utlll wet w;th the saturatcd soil

L “npﬁved roads and streets so mjfdgfthat travellng anywhere-was difficult
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gven by hoxscback:  Of course, there are always compensations in every

T gituation and a silver 1ining for évery cloud; and in Tennassee this is

gloriously shown by the OUtPOUIng of the lnehpreSSAbly gorgeous beauties 08

= - G —an

april and May ~ the Dogwoods pink and white - and_Azaleas - millions_of

-

flowers unaccountable kinds-£illing.the woods and gardens aloné the road-

-

‘gidos ~ everywhere! And the dicagreeable features of the: past winfer for_.f

gotten in the bleas;ngs of the pre sent. ' ‘
- The home was sold in the early spring to an old .friend andﬁidcal

" 3 e

'attorney, 80 there was no selllng e?pﬂnse"aﬁd the terms were qulte satis-
factory,. Houaghold furnlture and personal proyerty not sultable for shigsx é

Shipplng were dlsposed of and the renalnlng personal effects packed aﬁd

s i

sh;pped to Fort Coll;ns These 1ast montns in the old hometown were not

;:j wlthout warm 500131 contacts contmnuously and frlendshlps and affections

7f always to be cherlshed in memory. e, er-.ffff?*Jm*“ ””
. ;?; ‘Mother and I left Tennessee to arrive in Fort COlllnS in ldte May 1913.

s - o - - - e -

B jtarl and Carxye were.nlcely located "in a rented hou&e near the 80 _acres he

-
o - " i o S — ——

o was already prgparlng for sugar-beets and ther croos Ve each had a room‘
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Wlth them for-brlef perlods; un i1 i had arranged for. a room 1n the Tau—f_
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AIpha Frat houae (ups talrs fropt porch‘_canvas—three s*aés;'unfurnishéﬁ,
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oy

rhnt flee to “rocm“mute Ed*ﬁurray, mechanical englneer 16, from Fort

[P — — o -

3 “Urgan-and.l,:we-tc‘“fufhish“.—-at less than $10-00 total!): and mother i
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Jater to her own 1little “home, “one~half block north of the college -campus on

"
-
i -

a -

South Mason Street where she was to live alone for 32 vears until her death

50!
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vl 4.194?1‘ Her now home was comfostable and debt frze, but barelw

The, summer ‘13 for the‘nexﬁ twelve months was-to be the most difficult
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