
Curt’s early education was obtained in one of Nebraska’s one room schoolhouses, specifically Knox County District #111.  

These schools were scattered throughout rural areas so that students from surrounding farms could attend school 

without traveling a distance to a town.   This photo is a clip of a corner of Peoria township in Knox County there the 

Alexander farm was located.  Two plat photos were available, a 1948 and a 1957.  Curt’s sister Vicky informed me that 

the school on the 1957 plat was not shown in the correct location, so this clip is from the 1948 plat and shows the 

schoolhouse in red circle on the correct side of the creek.   

Peoria Township  
Township 31 North - Range 3 West  Of  6

th
 P. M 

Knox County, Nebraska 
. 

 
 
As you can see from the photo, the Alexander farm was fairly close 
to the school.  The old story about walking to school many miles was 
NOT true in this case.  I was further informed that most times, the 
Alexander children were driven to school, although they often did 
walk home where the dog usually met them at the end of the lane.  
Vicky estimated the distance to be maybe 1 ½ miles, because the 
lane to the farmhouse was quite long. 

 
 
During the years we lived in Creighton, NE we would drive past this school on our way to the farm for a visit.  Curt would 
always point out his old school to me and our kids.   It happened often enough that they began to beat him to it. When it 
was spotted they would chorus “there is Daddy’s old schoolhouse!” 
 
 
 
 
        District 111   Knox County, NE 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Various farmers would deliver wood to fuel the stove and boys would bring into the school as needed. There was of 
course no running water in the school and the older boys were tasked with fetching buckets of water from the farmer’s 
well across the road.  Because there was no running water, there had to be an outhouse! 
 
In the back of the room, each kid had a place to store their drinking cup and their lunch brought from home.  Another 
note here:  the story of lard sandwiches in the lunch pail also appears not to have happened, at least from the recall of 
sister Vicky.  Of course, Curt is not here to verify!   
 
A one room schoolhouse often taught all grades 1 – 8, which was the case at District 111. The students sat at wooden 
desks and the teacher’s desk had a long bench nearby.  One grade of students sat on the bench to receive their lesson in 
a certain subject while the other grades worked on lessons at their desks. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
           
 
  
 
        
        

1953     Curt was promoted to 2nd grade 

 

    

In the third grade (1954-55), Curt’s teacher was Ruth Ann Wagner.  His grades were a bit shy of his grades on his first 

grade report card.  Perhaps the cause could possibly have been the unsatisfactory check marks for “correct use of time”. 

Attendance was good however.  

 

 

       

 

 

 

        1954-55            1955-56                   1957-58   1958-59 

Obviously, some of the yearly school pictures are missing  
but one can begin to see the transformation from a boy 
into a young man. 
 

 

At right is a photo of kids singing during 
a Christmas program at District 111.  The boys in the 
front row have been indentified as Jerome Huttmann,  
Jim and Eddie Herzog and Curt. 
 



   
It is not known what year this spelling tablet was from.  

Most of the grades on the spelling tests were A’s and B’s 

but he seemed to have a lot of trouble with the word he 

missed on this page.  Those darn “ie” or “ei” words were 

always hard! 

The only other report card in the memorabilia box was 

for the 7th grade.  His teacher was Eileen Krohn.   He 

struggled a bit more this year.  He had attendance and 

tardiness issues, plus some unsatisfactory checks in 

other areas.  There were a lot of difficulties at the farm 

in the late 50’s so perhaps that was a factor.  Teen-age 

boy shenanigans might have contributed – in one of his 

high school yearbook’s signings, one person made 

reference to such things at District 111. 

 

Fun Fact:  When he was in the 8th grade, Curt was 
 the only student in that grade at the school.   
   

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 
 
In the spring of 1960, Curt finished 8th grade at District 
111. 
 
That fall he would attend Bloomfield High School in 
town, riding the school bus to town most days. (Curt  
always remembered one of the bus drivers and would 
visit him in Bloomfield in later years.)   
 
Curt was about to discover a world and friends beyond 
his neighbors and District 111. 

       



As an eighth grader Curt was already over 6 foot tall and weighed 200 lbs.  His mom told me when she hauled that boy 

to town to register him for the 9th grade, coaches were eyeing him.  They wanted him to play football, but Marjorie did 

not want him to do so.  Somehow, somebody won her over because he did indeed play football in high school! 

Information and photos from Curt’s high school yearbooks and stories from the Bloomfield Monitor form a basis for much 

of the following.  Sometimes only a small section or blurb from an article will be presented. 

As an adult, when everyone would talk about where they went to high school and sports, etc., their high school mascot 

sometimes came into the conversation.  Curt often took some ribbing about the Bloomfield “Bees” and the title of their 

yearbooks.   

                                                          Freshman Year 1960-1961 

Bloomfield High School                                                                                 

 

       

 

   

 

 

                    Bloomfield Monitor 
                      Sept. 8, 1960 pg. 1 

 

 
This yearbook had very little text and not that many photos.  It was barebones and people were  
not necessarily identified in photos.  Scans of the team photo were difficult because it was spread   
across the fold.  No news articles were found that mentioned Curt’s name in the 1960 season,  
except in a news photo of the entire team and this initial article.  If they did play any freshmen  
games,  no mention of them was found in the newspaper.  The varsity team ended their season  
with 3 wins, 5 losses. 
 

1960 Bloomfield Bees  

    

  

  

 

 

  

  



By the time Curt was in high school, his paternal grandparents had retired from the  
farm and moved to town.  That was likely helpful to Curt and his cousin Neal when  
they had after school activities.  Each year of high school a photo of the two was  
taken outside their grandparents’ home.  At right is the photo near the end of their 
freshman year in March 1961. 
 
According to family and friends, Curt did not have a car to drive during high school. 
The school bus brought him to town. One of his best buddies, Jim Emmons recalls  
that he would take Curt home after football and other places.  Perhaps he was able 
to borrow the family car for special occasions. 

 

  

 Sophomore Year 1961-1962 

  The 1962 yearbook was much better than the                      Oct 26, 1961, page1 

  previous year, but still not terribly informative. 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

“Reserve Teams  
The purpose of reserve football and basketball is to give the players 
not yet ready for the varsity a chance to play and gain experience.   
Fundamentals are stressed quite heavily as is the building of desire  
and the will to win.  Even in the reserve games the will to win is important, 
Much improvement was noted in most of the reserves this year.”  
            

 

  

  

  

 

  

 



Even though Curt was shown in the picture of the reserves, he saw action in at least a few varsity games in 1961.  Curt 
got special mention in the loss to Ainsworth and the loss to Laurel in the last game of the season.  He was also 
mentioned as seeing action in the Pierce and Crofton (Homecoming) games.  The newspaper also reported that he was 
one of the sophomores who lettered.  Bloomfield ended the season with 3 wins and 5 losses. 
 
            9/28/61  Ainsworth game                                                         10/26/61  Laurel game  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

              Annual picture - Neal and Curt March 1962 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Junior Year 1962-1963 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 1963 Stinger made mention of a new auditorium and several new classrooms that were added to the Bloomfield 
school which was previously built in 1925.  The new addition was already being utilized by the beginning of Curt’s junior 
year in 1962.  That auditorium was likely greatly appreciated for school activities, particularly basketball games.   
 
According to a researched local news story written in 2020, Bloomfield was primarily known for good basketball teams 
in the very early 1960’s.  However, in 1962 a new football coach arrived on the scene and aimed to change that. “He said 
he was going to turn Bloomfield into a football town.”  Bloomfield previously used a single wing offense, where the ball 
was snapped either to the quarterback or directly to the player who was going to get the ball for the upcoming play.  
Coach Don Wisch implemented a T formation offense.  This offense consisted of “eight down lineman, a quarterback, a 
fullback and a running back lined up in the backfield.”  Another quote from a former player interviewed for the story 
stated, “he didn’t just put in a new offense when he got here, he gave us a whole new mentality when it came to the 
game of football.” 
 
 

 
 
In spite of the new offensive plan, the Bees dropped their first game of the season to Hartington Holy Trinity.  
  
 



They also lost the second game to Neligh even though they led statistically in most areas of the game.                    
 
                The next game at Ainsworth was their third straight loss. 

 
         Sept 20, 1962              Juniors and Seniors  
                  got individual photos  
                                            Sept 27, 1962 
              
The first conference game was with Plainview.                     

           They toppled conference foe Crofton. 

  

                                                       Oct 4, 1962                                  Oct 11, 1962    

   

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

  

   

   

                

          

            

              Oct 25, 1962 

        

 

      

 

      



Nov 1, 1962                                         Nov 08, 1962 

  

  

                     

       

 

.                                                                                                                   

  

                      B Club members 

                    

                       “B” Club initiation   

      

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
Curt added a little touch of culture this year with what  
was likely a non-speaking role in the junior class play.                                                    
 

    Curt and Neal annual photo  June 1963 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Senior Year 1963- 1964 

None of the previous yearbooks had been written in except for people signing their autographs over or near their 

photos. The senior yearbook had a lot of written memories and wishes for good luck in the future.  Most of those 

messages were not addressed to Curt, but rather to Huey.  Huey was the nickname Curt acquired during his freshman 

year of high school.  A friend divulged that the tag came from a certain person during a locker room discussion of some 

kind. 

Baby Huey was an overgrown and naïve duckling cartoon/comic book character created for Paramount Studios in the 

1950’s.   There was a recurring theme of Baby Huey as an overgrown and awkward duckling who inadvertently caused 

problems for himself, his parents, and the smaller friends he longed to join in play. However, in the end Huey would get 

himself out of the trouble without even realizing there was any trouble.  Even though his little friends and nephews 

often teased him, he would often use his superhuman strength to save them from predicaments.    

Curt frequently talked about how a couple of his friends were “little pipsqueaks” who used to pick fights and then step 

behind him and expect him to get them out of the situation, so the nickname might have fit for that reason also. There 

were references to said fights in the yearbook.  In any case, although Baby Huey was heard the first time, it was quickly 

shortened to “Huey”.  Some of his high school friends affectionately called him “Huey” his entire life.   

Also apparent in his senior yearbook was a girlfriend. From her MANY writings in his yearbook, it appeared to be a fairly 

serious high school romance.  He did tell me a little about her, but we never had the occasion to run into her.     

Yearbook signings also mentioned heated pickup basketball games over noon hours, lots of parties, sleeping in class, 

deer and duck hunting, trips to Yankton, mixers (dances), but most of all the great football team.   

As mentioned previously, a new football coach took the reins of Bloomfield football in 1962 and set out to make 

Bloomfield relevant on the football field.  Coach Wisch was pretty excited when he found some big strong boys were on 

the team.  Then he discovered they did not know much about football. But they learned.  It was said that the coach was 

a tough taskmaster.  And all the boys (especially the farm boys) also had chores at home after they finished a long school 

day and practice.  If you were out for football, you were required to also be out for track to stay in shape. Although the 

yearbooks did not mention much about track, Curt did throw the shotput.  But even the field event entrants were 

required to run!   

The last football games of the 1962 season were a preview for 1963. 

 

 

  

 

   Underneath each senior’s photo 
   in the 1964 yearbook was a little 
   descriptive phrase of some kind. 
 
   Under Curt’s photo it said: 
 
           I may run for a lass 
           but never for a class        



     August 8, 1963                          unknown  newspaper 1963                  Aug 15, 1963                   Sept. 9, 1963 

                                                                                               
 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

  
   

   

 Bloomfield defeated Hartington Cedar Catholic in their first game of 1963. 

       

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 



        Sept. 19, 1963                                                               Sept. 26, 1963                                      Oct. 3, 1963                                    Oct 10, 1963 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

                       1963 Bloomfield Bees 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
All schools seem to have a dedicated “rival” team and Bloomfield’s in those days was Crofton.  It was likely a game that 
got a bit more heated than others, so this was big victory for the Bees.  Over halfway through the season and the Bees 
were still undefeated 



              

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                 

                             

  

 

   

  

 

  

 

 

      Coaches George Haun and Don Wisch 

 

                                                                      

        
     

         

                                  Curt and other players take the field for the Homecoming game against O’Neill 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



              Oct. 17, 1963   

   Curt Strom was named Homecoming King 

 



                                              Oct. 24, 1963                                             Oct. 31, 1963                                                                                  Nov 7, 1963  

                   

 

 

           

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Nov. 21, 1963 
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Curt’s high school football career ended with a good season.   
He was always very proud of that season.  For years he kept a small  
wooden trophy with a football player on top. I don’t recall what it   
said on the trophy but it likely had something to do with being named 
All Conference player or the team’s 2nd place conference finish. 
Unfortunately it got broken and could not be repaired. He still held  
onto it for a while, but finally parted ways with it. All that remains is 
this typed list of the offensive and defensive units for 1963 that had  
been inserted in a metal frame on the front. 



Below are two last photos from the 1963-64 annual.   

 

“Physical education was a highly stressed program at Bloomfield High  
during the 1963-64 school year.  Students conditioned themselves into  
tip-top form, but participated in various athletic games.  Under the  
direction of Mr. Haun, Mr. Wisch, and Mr. and Mrs. Rossmiller, students  
took part in physical education tests consisting of calisthenics, dashes  
and other isometric drills.  Wrestling, boxing, volleyball, indoor baseball,  
touch football, basketball, weightlifting, tumbling, trampoline, and other  
events completed a successful physical education program at B.H.S.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Curt often said that George Haun was “really tough” on us.  That could  
have been in PE, football or the MATH classes he taught.  In any case, 
 he must have been well liked because the class of 1964 dedicated the  
yearbook to him for “the values of good sportsmanship, thinking for  
ourselves and making decisions which he taught us.”    
  

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Year at Bloomfield HS was over  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

            The last annual Curt and Neal photo May 1964 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 



I had never heard the story about how Curt ended up going to Kearney State to play football  
until I talked to the other gentleman pictured with him in the news photo at right.  Mike  
told me that at some point during their senior year, they were at school for some event and got  
pulled into the locker room by Coach Wisch.  There was Al Zikmund, the head football coach at  
Kearney State College.  It seems Don Wisch played some pretty good football for Zikmund in 
his college days.  He tipped off his old coach that he had a couple guys that he thought could  
make the grade in his program.  So Coach Zikmund asked the two if they would like to come  
to Kearney and play football in the fall.  They both said yes. 
 
It is hard to believe that the family could afford to send Curt to college.   A Digest of  
Education Statistics chart gives the average cost of tuition plus room and board at a 4 year public  
institution in 1964 as about $950.  That may have been a bit less in Nebraska – I did find  
the price per credit hour for Kearney State College was $9.00 in 1964..  The summer after high  
school Curt worked for the local Co-op in Bloomfield and according to his Social Security 
record, he made a total of $947 that entire year.  There had to have been some parental help,  
or maybe a gift or loan from an aunt or he would likely have had to take out a loan from the bank.  
Anyway, off to college he went.  Mike recalled that Curt drove a green 1955 Ford Fairlane. 
 
There were no scholarships for these boys.  They WERE given jobs at the college; working 
for the company that provided meals on campus. They basically got to wash dishes – sprayed  
the food off trays as they were sent through and fed them into a dishwashing machine. They  
earned a minimal wage (perhaps $1.00 - $1.25 per hour at that time). 
 
Then there was football.  They were big tough guys in their football conference. They had NFL  
aspirations! Then they Went to Kearney and discovered a lot of big tough older guys.  Of course  
the freshmen were fresh meat for those older guys to push around in practice.  It was humbling. 
 
Thrust into a much bigger community than little Bloomfield, getting beat up on the football 
field and washing dishes on the side probably wasn’t quite what they imagined when they 
agreed to go there!  And there were the girlfriends left at home! They went home every  
weekend they had a chance.  
  
The other players shown in this group photo with Curt were identified using the roster 
 and were from Wahoo, Leigh and Scribner, Nebraska.  It is unknown if they were pictured 
together because all were from a certain area or if there was another reason. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
There are 73 players on the roster and 
each one of them was pictured but only 
the page with Curt on it appears above. 
 
 
 

           

 

 

   

 

 

            

                Bloomfield Monitor Oct 8, 1964 

   

 

  

   

 

 

 

Curt bragged about practicing at Kearney 

alongside Randy Rasmussen of Elba. Randy 

went on to be drafted by the NY Jets in 1967.  

He started at left guard as a rookie and in only 

his second season helped the Jets upset the 

Baltimore Colts in the Super Bowl.  He played 

with the Jets for 15 seasons, 1967-1981. 



As a freshman, Curt likely never saw any action in the varsity games but he did play (and end up being a starter) with the 
B team for the “Lopers”.   The following are articles from the Kearney Hub newspaper. 
 
            Sept. 26, 1964          Oct. 3, 1964                        Oct. 10, 1964                                            Nov. 7, 1964 
  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

      

                                                                                                                     
    

 

   

 

 

 

 

  

This ended Curt’s formal education and football 

career. Nobody can really recall exactly when or 

why he left Kearney and if we ever talked about it, 

I have forgotten. In all likelihood, he had a need for 

a full-time job and knowing Curt, he probably did 

not care for the class and studying part of college. 


