Curt’s early education was obtained in one of Nebraska’s one room schoolhouses, specifically Knox County District #111.
These schools were scattered throughout rural areas so that students from surrounding farms could attend school
without traveling a distance to a town. This photo is a clip of a corner of Peoria township in Knox County there the
Alexander farm was located. Two plat photos were available, a 1948 and a 1957. Curt’s sister Vicky informed me that
the school on the 1957 plat was not shown in the correct location, so this clip is from the 1948 plat and shows the
schoolhouse in red circle on the correct side of the creek.

Peoria Township
Township 31 North - Range 3 West Of 6" P. M
Knox County, Nebraska

PREC.

As you can see from the photo, the Alexander farm was fairly close
to the school. The old story about walking to school many miles was
NOT true in this case. | was further informed that most times, the
Alexander children were driven to school, although they often did
walk home where the dog usually met them at the end of the lane.

Jessen
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Fulolph Vicky estimated the distance to be maybe 1 % miles, because the
fless lane to the farmhouse was quite long.
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During the years we lived in Creighton, NE we would drive past this school on our way to the farm for a visit. Curt would
always point out his old school to me and our kids. It happened often enough that they began to beat him to it. When it
was spotted they would chorus “there is Daddy’s old schoolhouse!”

District 111 Knox County, NE

Various farmers would deliver wood to fuel the stove and boys would bring into the school as needed. There was of
course no running water in the school and the older boys were tasked with fetching buckets of water from the farmer’s
well across the road. Because there was no running water, there had to be an outhouse!

In the back of the room, each kid had a place to store their drinking cup and their lunch brought from home. Another
note here: the story of lard sandwiches in the lunch pail also appears not to have happened, at least from the recall of
sister Vicky. Of course, Curt is not here to verify!

A one room schoolhouse often taught all grades 1 — 8, which was the case at District 111. The students sat at wooden
desks and the teacher’s desk had a long bench nearby. One grade of students sat on the bench to receive their lesson in
a certain subject while the other grades worked on lessons at their desks.
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1953

Curt was promoted to 2™ grade

In the third grade (1954-55), Curt’s teacher was Ruth Ann Wagner. His grades were a bit shy of his grades on his first
grade report card. Perhaps the cause could possibly have been the unsatisfactory check marks for “correct use of time”.

Attendance was good however.
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1955-56

1954-55

Obviously, some of the yearly school pictures are missing
but one can begin to see the transformation from a boy
into a young man.

At right is a photo of kids singing during

a Christmas program at District 111. The boys in the
front row have been indentified as Jerome Huttmann,
Jim and Eddie Herzog and Curt.
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WRITE MISSPELLED WORDS ON OTHER SIDE.
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Fun Fact: When he was in the 8™ grade, Curt was
the only student in that grade at the school.

2 e
KNOX COUNTY COURTHOUSE

This Certifies That

auy‘tfs /4 )exano/ev

of School Bistrict ?{u.L, Tnox Coumty, Nebraska,
has satisfactorily rompleted the Gonrse of Shidy prescribed
for the Elemeutary Schools of the State and,

in recognition thereof, is afoarded this

Diploma

Given at Center, Nebrasha,

ihis_@ﬂ_hag uf‘ﬂﬂ% 1360

Bora Rock

County Superintendent of Schools

It is not known what year this spelling tablet was from.
Most of the grades on the spelling tests were A’s and B’s
but he seemed to have a lot of trouble with the word he

missed on this page. Those darn “ie” or “ei” words were
always hard!

The only other report card in the memorabilia box was
for the 7" grade. His teacher was Eileen Krohn. He
struggled a bit more this year. He had attendance and
tardiness issues, plus some unsatisfactory checks in
other areas. There were a lot of difficulties at the farm
in the late 50’s so perhaps that was a factor. Teen-age
boy shenanigans might have contributed — in one of his
high school yearbook’s signings, one person made
reference to such things at District 111.
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In the spring of 1960, Curt finished 8" grade at District
111.

That fall he would attend Bloomfield High School in
town, riding the school bus to town most days. (Curt
always remembered one of the bus drivers and would
visit him in Bloomfield in later years.)

Curt was about to discover a world and friends beyond
his neighbors and District 111.



As an eighth grader Curt was already over 6 foot tall and weighed 200 Ibs. His mom told me when she hauled that boy
to town to register him for the 9" grade, coaches were eyeing him. They wanted him to play football, but Marjorie did
not want him to do so. Somehow, somebody won her over because he did indeed play football in high school!

Information and photos from Curt’s high school yearbooks and stories from the Bloomfield Monitor form a basis for much
of the following. Sometimes only a small section or blurb from an article will be presented.

As an adult, when everyone would talk about where they went to high school and sports, etc., their high school mascot

sometimes came into the conversation. Curt often took some ribbing about the Bloomfield “Bees” and the title of their
yearbooks.

Freshman Year 1960-1961

Bloomfield High School

THE STINGER
Bloomfield Monitor
Sept. 8, 1960 pg. 1

13 Candidates Vie for|
BHS Foothall Squad

This yearbook had very little text and not that many photos. It was barebones and people were Wosk Friday i Noligh
not necessarily identified in photos. Scans of the team photo were difficult because it was spread TR T e
across the fold. No news articles were found that mentioned Curt’s name in the 1960 season, :':1 :E{;fg:::::
except in a news photo of the entire team and this initial article. If they did play any freshmen -+ Pag Ry
games, no mention of them was found in the newspaper. The varsity team ended their season ing the Bloe nd White, They
with 3 wins, 5 losses. it “Weaiey Reiners, centers|

Dennis Hassman and Howard
Jensen, backs Doug Thompson,|'
Daryle Peters and Rodney Eis-||

end Dan Br |
and guards Doug Downie and|'
Ron Greenwall,

Senior boys out for football,|
in addition to the lettermen, are
John Steffen, LaVern Hoard
Jerry Newton and Mark Saw-

e
4 Juniors out for practice are
Rodney Doerr, Gerald Boat-
man, Ken Heavrin, Norman
Strom, Roger Freeman, Larry
Donat, Jack Trenhaile and Allen
Wulf.

Sophomores include Richard
Hoffman, Jake Webb, Dwain
Paulsen, Allen Prosch, Jim Em-
mons and Mike Newton.

Fifteen freshmen checkea out
for the coming season. This is
the best turnout of first-year
men in the past five years. The
freshmen will work under
Coach Gary Lake, who is lining
up a schedule for
games only.

The freshman footballers are
Ronnie Beckmann, Kurtis Buss-
kohl, Jack Downie, Jerry Dow-
nie, Jim Joachimsen, Richard
Jacob, Dave Kohtz, David Kriz,
Larry Schuett, Lonnie Schuett,
Curt Strom, Ronnie Suing, Dale
Trenhaile, Curt Alexander
Neal Alexander.

s eI T By
Aay vsees s &

to play freshman football are
uk:d to check with Coach Lake.

—aailes SR 1




By the time Curt was in high school, his paternal grandparents had retired from the
farm and moved to town. That was likely helpful to Curt and his cousin Neal when
they had after school activities. Each year of high school a photo of the two was
taken outside their grandparents’ home. At right is the photo near the end of their
freshman year in March 1961.

According to family and friends, Curt did not have a car to drive during high school.
The school bus brought him to town. One of his best buddies, Jim Emmons recalls

that he would take Curt home after football and other places. Perhaps he was able
to borrow the family car for special occasions.

Sophomore Year 1961-1962

The 1962 yearbook was much better than the
previous year, but still not terribly informative.

THE ST

1962

“Reserve Teams

The purpose of reserve football and basketball is to give the players

not yet ready for the varsity a chance to play and gain experience.
Fundamentals are stressed quite heavily as is the building of desire

and the will to win. Even in the reserve games the will to win is important,
Much improvement was noted in most of the reserves this year.”

Oct 26, 1961, pagel

| Junior Bees Undefeated

In Four Football Games
The Bloomfield Reserves won

| their fourth straight game Mon-

day night by beating the Neligh
Reserves 13 to 7 on the loser’s
field. This closes an unbeaten
season for the Bloomfield fresh-

.| man-sophomore team.

Bloomfield played their best

'| game of the season inturning
‘| back a good Neligh team, It

was a great team effort and one
of the more exciting games of

'| the season.

Bloomfield drew first blood by

.| going 60 yards to score at the

beginning of the second quarter.
The ball was moved downfield
by the hard running of Jack
and Jerry Downie and Ron Su-
ing. Suing plunged for the TD.
The try for point was no good.

Neligh then took the kickoff
and marched to a touchdown,
and made the extra point. The
Juior Bees then proceeded to
march down the field, but time
ran out on the 20 and the half
ended with Nelich leading. 7-6.

A blocked punt by Curt Al-
exander set up Bloomfield’s sec-
ond touchdown, and Bloomfield
moved 50 yards as Suing adedd
his second TD. A pass from Su-

| ig to Dave Kohtz gave Bloom-

field the extra point and moved
them into a 13-7 lead early in
the fourth quarter.

From then on Bloomneld was
largely on defense, although
moving to Neligh's 30 on one
drive. Neligh moved downfield
in successive first-downs to the
Bee 8-yard line. Bloomfield
made a great defensive stand

'lat that point and yielded only
‘| four yards in four attempts. In

possession of the ball the last
two minutes, Bloomfield ran out
the clock to climax a very ex-
Clung gamne.

Ron Suing and Jack and Jer-
ry Downie, behind outstanding
blocking, led the offensive at-
tack. The game-saving defen-
sive charge was led by Curt

'| Alexander, Dale Trenhaile, Mike

St. Onge, Dave Kohtz, Curt
Strom, Joe Skrivan, Les Carlow,
Philip Hilfiker and Loren Fried-

N ey
) - a———————




Even though Curt was shown in the picture of the reserves, he saw action in at least a few varsity games in 1961. Curt
got special mention in the loss to Ainsworth and the loss to Laurel in the last game of the season. He was also
mentioned as seeing action in the Pierce and Crofton (Homecoming) games. The newspaper also reported that he was
one of the sophomores who lettered. Bloomfield ended the season with 3 wins and 5 losses.

9/28/61 Ainsworth game

In the second half, the Bees

N

10/26/61 Laurel game

began to hold the offense of Outstanding on defense were,
Ainsworth in check and held Rick Heckert and Curt Alex-

them scoreless. In the third
quarter Curt Alexander smash- ander.
ed through and blocked an
Ainsworth punt and the Bees
recovered on the 33-yard line,

1961 BLOOMFIELD BEES: Front Row (left to right)—Richard Hoffman, Jerry Downie, Richard Jacob, Jack Downie, Ron Suing.
Second Row—Ken Heavrin, Rod Eisenhauer, Jim Emmons, Philip Hilfiker, Loren Friedrichsen, Rodger Freeman, David Kohtz.
Third Row—Curtis Strom, Dale Trenhaile, Mike St. Onge, Jake Webb, Rick Heckert, Curt Alexander, Dewain Paulsen. Bacl
Row—Gerald Boatman, Norman Strom, Doug Downie, Larry Donat, Jack Trenhaile, Rodney Doerr, Dan Bruegman. Coaches—

Robert Ohlund and George Haun,

- “w i~ .
BLOOMFIELD BEES

Number—Name Grade Position Weight
72—ALEXANDER, CURTIS ___....._____ 10 T 200
86—BOATMAN, GERALD __ 12 E 155
89—BRUEGMAN, DAN 12 E 170
71—DOERR, RODNEY B1o) = T 190
55—DONAT, LARRY 12 [¢} 180
66—DOWNIE, DOUG 12 G 165
21—DOWNIE, JACK - 10 B 135
18—DOWNIE, JERRY ___ 10 B 130 1
19—EISENHAUER, RODNEY .. 1 B 145
22—EMMONS, JIM ..____._....___ ___ 11 B 160 5
85—FREEMAN, RODGER ... 12 B 120

—FRIEDRICHSEN, LOREN __ _9 B 165
16—HEAVRIN, KEN __________ E12 B 160
74—HECKERT, RICK ___ W) G 190
51—HILFIKER, PHILIP ____ .10 G 155
28 HOFFMAN, RICHARD _ 11 B 135 -
56—JACOB, RICHARD _.__ 10 c 130
26—JOACHIMSEN, JIM - _10 G 125 &
87—KOHTZ, DAVID .___ _10 E 150 3
15—NEWTON, MIKE ... ST B 158
88—PAULSEN, DEWAIN i1l E 160 =

—SKRIVAN, JOE ___ -9 @ 138
67—ST. ONGE, MIKE _ _10 [ 180
80—STROM, CURTIS - .10 E 145
70—STROM, NORMAN - . 1) T 185
14—SUING, RON _____ _.10 B 159
73—TRENHAILE, DALE _ .10 T 165
65—TRENHAILE, JACK - .12 G 170
65—WEBB, VINCENT _.________________ 11 (o} 173
Coach—Robert Ohlund Cheerleaders:
Auistant Cosches: o A b

George Haun, Jack Crumley Cheryl Peterson, Ruth Ann Skrivan

Student Manager: Terry Dalton ey s TS

Annual picture - Neal and Curt March 1962




Junior Year 1962-1963

- THE STINGER
/, RN

~_

The 1963 Stinger made mention of a new auditorium and several new classrooms that were added to the Bloomfield
school which was previously built in 1925. The new addition was already being utilized by the beginning of Curt’s junior
year in 1962. That auditorium was likely greatly appreciated for school activities, particularly basketball games.

According to a researched local news story written in 2020, Bloomfield was primarily known for good basketball teams
in the very early 1960’s. However, in 1962 a new football coach arrived on the scene and aimed to change that. “He said
he was going to turn Bloomfield into a football town.” Bloomfield previously used a single wing offense, where the ball
was snapped either to the quarterback or directly to the player who was going to get the ball for the upcoming play.
Coach Don Wisch implemented a T formation offense. This offense consisted of “eight down lineman, a quarterback, a
fullback and a running back lined up in the backfield.” Another quote from a former player interviewed for the story
stated, “he didn’t just put in a new offense when he got here, he gave us a whole new mentality when it came to the
game of football.”

SITTING (left to right): Richard Hoffman, Jack Downie, Jim Emmans, Curt Alexander, Mike St. Onge, Jake Webb, Jerry Downie, Dewain
Paulsen, Curt Strom, Rod Eisenhauer, Ron Suing. KNEELING (left fto right): Terry Newton, Bob Hoffman, John Newton, Loren Fried-
richsen, Joe Skrivan, Neal Alexander, Allen Prosch, Kurt Busskohl] Dennis Lukens, Larry Schuett, Dave Kohtz, Philip Hilfiker, Jim
Wilson, Dean Suing. STANDING (left to right): George Hahn, assistant coach; Mike Greckel, student manager; Larry Joachimsen, Larry
Mathine, John Skrivan, Gary Juracek, Mike Williams, Mike Lukens, Jim Eisenhauer, Larry Davison, Dennis Barnes, Lonnie Lemke,
Mickey Howder, Bob Jensen, Bob Davison, Perry Hansen, Leland Freeman, Dale Trenhaile, student manager; Donald Wisch, head coach.

In spite of the new offensive plan, the Bees dropped their first game of the season to Hartington Holy Trinity.



They also lost the second game to Neligh even though they led statistically in most areas of the game.

Defensive standouts were
Curt Alexander, Neal Alexand-
er, Jack Downie, Jerry Downie,
Dwain Paulsen and Mike St
Onge. Others seeings action
were Loren Friedrichsen, Dave
Kohtz, John Newton, Joe
Skrivan, John Skrivan, * Larry
Schuett, Lonny Schuett and
Jake Webb.

The first conference game was with Plainview.

Although the Bees went down
in defeat they played one of
their better games of the season

Sept 20, 1962

The next game at Ainsworth was their third straight loss.
Leading the Bees on offense

were Rod Eisenhauer,
Hoffman, Jack Downie,
Jim Emmons.

Curt Alexander was

Juniors and Seniors
got individual photos

Sept 27, 1962
fense.

Bloomfield strongman on de-

They toppled conference foe Crofton.

as several players sparkled on

defense and

Joe Skrivan, Jerry Downie,

offense. Oct 4, 1962

Curt Alexander, Dewain Paul-
sen, Jim Emmons, Mike St.
Onge and Curt Strom led the
Bees defensive squad, as Rod

Eisenhauer,

Jack Downie, Rich

Hoffman and Ron Suing led the
Bees offensively.

3

Bloomfield High School

HOMECOMING

BLOOMFIELD BEES

Vs,

LAUREL BEARS

Friday - October 19 - 1962

7:30 P. M.

MEMORIAL PARK FIELD

Bloomfield, Nebraska

BLOOMFIELD BEES

NAME NO. POSITION WEIGHT  GRADE
ALEXANDER, CURTIS 0 T 220 1
ALEXANDER, NEAL pes N T 170 1
BARNES, DENNIS ... . 59 C 140 9
BUSSKOHL, KURTIS —— & B 140 11
DAVISON, LARRY G 128 10
DAVISON, BOB B 100 9
DOWNIE, JACK B 150 n
DOWNIE, JERRY G 150 1
EISENHAUER, JIM .. B 120 10
EISENHAUER, RODNEY B 150 12
EMMONS, JIM __ E 160 12
FRAHM, ALAN P B 103 9
FREEMAN, LELAND .. 11 B 85 9
FRIEDRICHSEN, LOREN _______ 21 B 185 10
HANSEN, PERRY . __ 10 B 100 8
HAGGE, GARY 20 B 110 9
HILFIKER, PHILIP A E 160 1

B 130 12

B 120 9

(o} 138 g
JENSEN, BOB _ 58 C 120 10
JOACHIMSEN, JIM Ak B 125 11
JOACHIMSEN, LARRY 39 B 100 10
JURACEK, GARY _ 80 E 120 9
EOHIZ, DAVID' . — -8 E 155 11
LEMKE, LONNIE k&l T 130 10
LUKENS, DENNIS i 2z E 205 1
LUKENS, MIKE .. 78 ut 130 9
MATHINE, LARRY 47 B 118 9
NEWTON, JOHN e x 160 9
NEWTON, TERRY . 82 E 150 9
OBER, LeROY . . 53 c 125 10
PAULSEN, DEWAIN T3 i 170 12
PROSCH, ALLEN .. 234 B 130 12
SCHUETT, LARRY 67 G 145 11
SCHUETT, LONNY — 50 c 130 1
SKRIVAN, JOHN 42 B nu7 9
SKRIVAN, JOE _ . 56 o] 165 10
ST. ONGE, MIKE _ 64 G 185 n
STROM, CURTIS 88 E 160 11
SUING, DEAN = 16 B 136 9
SUING, RON S T e B 150 1
WEBB, JAKE _ = 05 c 170 12
WILLIAMS, MIKE .45 B 120 10
WILSON, JIM 85 E 130 10

Coach — DONALD D. WISCH
Assistants — GEORGE D. HAUN, H. W. ROSSMILLER

Student Managers — DALE TRENHAILE, MIKE GRECKEL

— CONNIE LA

Nickname — “BEES”
Colors — BLUE and WHITE
R, JANET LUSH, JULEEN MACKEPRANG,

BARBARA NIPP, CHERYL PETERSON, RUTH ANN SKRIVAN

half was the sharp defensive
play of the Bees, as they held
the Warriors to a meager two
yards rushing. Also, Bloom-
field controlled the ball very
well offensively, as they had
the ball almost all of the second
half, while Crofton ran the ball
only nine times during the last
two periods.

Leading the Bees offensively
were Rod Eisenhauer, Richard
Hoffman and Ron Suing, as
they gained 281 yards of the
total 300 yards rushing. Jim
Emmons, Jake Webb, and Jack
and Jerry Downie also led the
offensive squad on their fine
blocking.

The strong defensive squad
was led by Curt Alexander, Jim
Emmons, Dewain Paulsen, Joe
Skrivan, Mike St. Onge and
Curt Strom. Ron Suing, Rich
Hoffman and Jerry and Jack
Downie sparkled in their line-
backer positions, as they backed
up the line very well.

Oct 11, 1962

1962 STARTING LINE-UP

LINEMEN (left to right): Jim Emmons, Curt Alexander, Dewain Paulsen, Jerry
Downie, Jake Webb, Mike St. Onge, Curt Strom. BACKFIELD (left to right): Jack
Downie, Ron Suing, Rod Eisenhauer, Rich Hoffman.

BE SURE TO ATTEND THE
HOMECOMING DANCE
in the American Legion Pavilion
following the game here tonight
Music by Duffy Belorad and His Orchestra
Admission — $1.00 per couple

Oct 25, 1962

Although the Bees went
down in defeat in their home-
coming game, several of them
turned in some top perform-
ances. Jack and Jerry Downie
again did a fine job at their
linebacker positions. Curt Al-
exander blocked a punt in the
second quarter and Dewain
Paulsen recovered two Laurel
fumbles, Mike St. Onge, Neal
Alexander, Curt Strom, Jim
Emmons and Joe Skrivan were
also defensive standouts,



Nov 1, 1962 Nov 08, 1962

Bees Stop Creighton ~ Bees Topple League
October 24, 20to 0 Leaders Friday, 13-7

Will Play Final Game at Overall Good Play Marks
PiPerce on Friday Night Defeat Over Pierce Eleven

. < Thi 4

Bloomfield got back on the The Pierce Bluejays, for many th Emblen 35 Awarded

winning trail again by whipping years a nemesis to the Bloom- I

the Creighton Bulldogs 20 to 0, field Bees football squad, finally /
Played on a slick field and a fell unde‘r superior offensive

very cool night, the Bees cap- and defensive tactics Friday

italized on Creighton fumbleg| Might on their own field. This

and interceptions. The Bees re- 3-2 conference record gave the i

covered 5 of 8 Creighton fum- Bees the runner-up spot in the X AIEXANDER, Gurt

bles and picked off two passes. | Northeast Nebraska conference.

; Although the Rees had
The Beed also fumbled twice geniors playing their last for

game were Rod isenhauer, Jim

Blopmfield

VARSITY FOOTBALL
{

Emmons, Richard Hoffman, De- duriug the school gear ending 1962 196.3
wain Paulsen, Allan Prosch
and Jake Webb. . e i e e o e
Leading the team also were /,—7 :
Ron Suing, Jack and Jerry Dow- A 2 2 2
nie, Joe Skrivan, Curt Strom, e _L@_«aL/Z Al T /(D%,%?
Mike St. Onge, Curt Strom, e st B T : =
Neal Alexander and Curt Alex- B Club members
ander.

“B” Club initiation

Curt added a little touch of culture this year with what
was likely a non-speaking role in the junior class play.

Curt and Neal annual photo June 1963

YOU CAN'T TAKE IT WITH YOU

A three act comedy was put on by the juniors
November 29 and 30.

CAST OF CHARACTERS

Penelope Sycamore = = = = === == ==mem=m=-===-====°= JANET LUSH
RS O P O S T LAREEN HANSEN
Rheba = = = - - - o e e e e e am et e e m s JUDY BACKER
Paul Sycamore = = = = == == === - cccececmooam--- DAVID KOHTZ
Mr. De Pinna - - - - DALE TRENHAILE
Bl == =i o GALEN ZIMMERMAN
Donald - - - - - LESLIE CARLOW
Martin Vanderho! - “RICHARD MUMM
Alice = - - - - - - ~FAITH PEITZMEIER
Henderson = = = == = === = == ==cee-omoo-coon-n- RON SUING
Tony Kirby = = == ===-c-=scscmoomnnmnoon- EUGENE SCHROEDER
Boris Kolenkhoy = = = = = - == == =====cm-ooooono KURT BUSSKOHL
Gay Willlnglon =sieininie ~(mi= =~ oo Siocis = o Ss e siaie SHIREL BRASCH
Mr, Kitby - = === ====-====-===-=-scecccc--- CURT STROM
Mt Klibyie=mmie ol medc sl s o s s s MARY ANDERSON
Olga = o= =smmmsimSc oo mnno s ce e LAWANDA STEUCK
Three Men:
FhEMal = S ore s pa S eSS ] DAVID KRIZ
The Third Man = CURT ALEXANDER
e oMl e s s e nE e s s = T= 2 JERRY DOWNIE
-------------------------- CONNIE MERCHEN




Senior Year 1963- 1964

None of the previous yearbooks had been written in except for people signing their autographs over or near their
photos. The senior yearbook had a lot of written memories and wishes for good luck in the future. Most of those
messages were not addressed to Curt, but rather to Huey. Huey was the nickname Curt acquired during his freshman
year of high school. A friend divulged that the tag came from a certain person during a locker room discussion of some
kind.

Baby Huey was an overgrown and naive duckling cartoon/comic book character created for Paramount Studios in the
1950’s. There was a recurring theme of Baby Huey as an overgrown and awkward duckling who inadvertently caused
problems for himself, his parents, and the smaller friends he longed to join in play. However, in the end Huey would get
himself out of the trouble without even realizing there was any trouble. Even though his little friends and nephews
often teased him, he would often use his superhuman strength to save them from predicaments.

Curt frequently talked about how a couple of his friends were “little pipsqueaks” who used to pick fights and then step
behind him and expect him to get them out of the situation, so the nickname might have fit for that reason also. There
were references to said fights in the yearbook. In any case, although Baby Huey was heard the first time, it was quickly
shortened to “Huey”. Some of his high school friends affectionately called him “Huey” his entire life.

Also apparent in his senior yearbook was a girlfriend. From her MANY writings in his yearbook, it appeared to be a fairly
serious high school romance. He did tell me a little about her, but we never had the occasion to run into her.

Yearbook signings also mentioned heated pickup basketball games over noon hours, lots of parties, sleeping in class,
deer and duck hunting, trips to Yankton, mixers (dances), but most of all the great football team.

As mentioned previously, a new football coach took the reins of Bloomfield football in 1962 and set out to make
Bloomfield relevant on the football field. Coach Wisch was pretty excited when he found some big strong boys were on
the team. Then he discovered they did not know much about football. But they learned. It was said that the coach was
a tough taskmaster. And all the boys (especially the farm boys) also had chores at home after they finished a long school
day and practice. If you were out for football, you were required to also be out for track to stay in shape. Although the
yearbooks did not mention much about track, Curt did throw the shotput. But even the field event entrants were
required to run!

The last football games of the 1962 season were a preview for 1963.

Underneath each senior’s photo
in the 1964 yearbook was a little
descriptive phrase of some kind.

e ettt 1 i Under Curt’s photo it said:

THE STINGER

I may run for a lass
but never for a class




August 8, 1963

Pre-Season Football
Next on Sports Scene

Aspirants Will Receive
Physical Exams August 13

Don Wisch, Bloomfield High
School football coach, this
week makes announcement of
pre-training for the 1963 sea-
son. The junior baseball sea-
son is over and it's time to
think of the next sport—foot-
ball.

Physical examinations will

be given to all young men who'

will be out for football this
fall at the High School gymna-
sium at 2:00 p.m., on Tuesday,
Aug. 13th. Check-out of equip-
ment will also be made at that
time,

Football drills will begin
officially on Monday, Aug. 19,
with two sessions daily, begin-
ning at 6:30 am. and 7:00 p.m.
These will be held Monday
through Friday. School official-
ly opens Wednesday, Aug. 28th.

unknown newspaper 1963

Boomfield

Earns Nod

Bléomfield’s Bees are:con-
ceded a good chance to de-

throne the defending co-

c hampions, Pierce and
Plainview, - in the Northea: st!
Nebraska conference scram-'
ble.

The Bees, coached by Dion-
ald D. Wisch, weigh in sxith
11 lettermen and a ’aeavy
vote from opposing chaches
as the league favorite. Tack-
le Curt Alexander 3,215,
senior) heads the ‘tast and
the line appears in’ capable
hands as nine of the veter-
ans are “up frontff perform-
ers. .

The onIy two returmng let-|
termen in the backfield are]
fullbacks, but Coach Wisch
has a deft sophomore in
Dean Suing (5-10, 150) to'
handle the quarterback
chores and another soph,
Bob Hoffman (5-9, 150) is ex-
pected to operate in threat-
ening fashion from a half-

back spot. i

Aug 15, 1963

Football Practices
Will Begin Monday

Opening Game Will Be
September 6, Holy Trinity

Coach Don Wisch this week
issued equipment to about six-
ty young Bloomfield High
School football aspirants, in-
cluding 30 veterans from last
year's teams,

Football conditioning practi-
ces will begin next Monday,
Aug 19th, with two sessions
daily, 6:30 am. and 7:00 p.m.
With these, Coach Wisch hopes
to bave his squads in shape for
the opener at Hartington on
September 6th against always-
strong Holy Trinity.

1963 n

September

6 — Hartington Holy Trinity

(there)
13 — Neligh (here) (Dad’s
Night)
20 — Ainsworth (there)
27 — Plainview (there)
ober

4 — Crofton (here)

11 — O'Neill (here)

18 — Laurel (there)

23 — Creighton (here)
November

1 — Pierce (here)

Thus far, the Bee Reserves
have two games scheduled, the
first on October 9th against the
Norfolk Freshmen at 3:00 p.m.
at Memorial Park Field, The
other' game will be”Octoper
at 7:30 p.m. against the Neligh
Reserves at Neligh.

The schedule thus shows five
home games for the Bloom-
field Varsity. To give incentive
to better attendance at these
games, season tickets are being
offered at $3.00 each, which
presents a savings of 75c over
the single admission price, or
one free game,

These tickets will go on sale
the latter part of this week
and my be purchased at Dave's
Sporting Goods, or the Monitor
office. Soliciation will be made
at a later date by members of
the football squad

We hope that a great many
of our boosters of young peo-
ples' recreation will avail
themselves of the opportunity
1o help these young men who
give a great deal of their time
and talent in playing the great

Ame;itan game of football.

Sept. 9, 1963

' Bees Open Home
Season Here Friday

Will Meet Neligh in
First Home Game Friday

The Bloomfield Bees go into
action this week with a prev-
ious 6-0 victory over Cedar
County Catholic (formerly
Hartington Holy Trinity), last
Friday evening at Hartington,
A first quarter touchdown and
.sharp defensive play proved to
be the deciding factors of the
contest.

The Bees opened the game
by kicking of to the Trojans,
but soon had the ball on a pass
interception by Jack Downie,
The Bees immediately took ad-
vantage of this opportunity and
scored their only touchdown
on the strong running of Ron
Suing and Loren Friedrichsen.
Suing scored the TD from two
yards out, but the extra point
attempt was no good. The
Bloomfield defensive squad
then went to work and put up
a goal line stand before the
first half ended with the Bees
leading 6-0.

The second half was played
with the Bees' offensive squad
making numerous first downs
and the defense holding the
Trojans near the mid-field
stripe.

The Bees offense was led by
a backfield of Jack ' Downie,
Ron Suing, Loren Frxednchse-n,
and sophomore quarterback
Dean Suing. Leading the of-
fensive linemen were Mike St.
Onge, Dale Trenhaile, Curt
Alexander, Jerry Downie and

Jne Slkrivan

The defense was led by Neal
Alexander, Curt Strom, Mike
St. Onge, Jerry and Jack Dow-
nie, Curt Alexander, Dennis
Suhr and John Skrivan. John
Newton and Dennis Huttmann
also saw action in the game.

ine pees wil play their first
home game Friday evening,
| September 13, against a fleet
Neligh team, who routed Pierce
45-0 last Friday. After winning
the season opener, all indica-
tions point towards a success-
ful season for Coach Wisch in
his second season at Bloomfield.

Bloomfield defeated Hartington Cedar Catholic in their first game of 1963.

T3RD YEAR  gifite'as Second Cla Macter

=————————
BLOOMFIELD, KNOX COUNTY, NEBRASKA, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1963 ™/}

OPEN TOMORROW AT HARTINGTON: Coach Don Wisch (right) and Assistant Coa
Hartington tomorrow night (Friday, Sept. 6) to do battle with the Trojans of Cedar County Catholic High (formerly Holy Trinity). These 11 BHS lettermen are well
diversified in the sport of football, and could easily be the starting lineup. However , with a squad of 60 aspirants, these boys will be fighting to hold their positions.
Lettermen and their weights (left to right) are: Joe Skrivan 165, John Newton 170, Ron Suing 155, Mike St. Onge 190, Dale Trenhaile 180, Curt Alexander 231, Neal

ch George Haun with these 11 lettermen forming the basic squad, will travel to

—Official Monitor Photo

Alexander 180, Curt Strom 160, Loren Friedrichsen 195, Jerry Downie 160, and Jack Downie 160. The home opener will be September 13th.




Sept. 19, 1963

High-Flying Bees Nip
gk Here by 13-12

West to
Night

By RICH MUMM
The Bloomfield Bees won a

contest from a highly-
rated Neligh team last Friday
evening at Memorial Park
Field. This was the annual

ance, cheering the on to
mmﬂnﬂ, bat-
tle was extremely close, as the
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Oct. 3, 1963

Bee Win String Now |

Stands at Number 4

Eke Out 14-13 Victory
Last Friday Night

Coach Don Wisch and his
Bloomfield Bees go into this
week's action with a 4 and 0
record, the best Bloomfield has
had in many years., However,
the Bees had their biggest
scare of the season when they
came from behind and nipped
the Plainview Pirates 14 to 13.

Others taking part in the vic-
were John Skrivan, Dean
Ron Suing, Jack Downie,

" Friedrichsen, Joe Skriv-

Loren
an, Mike St. , Jerry Dow-
n_le.CnrtAhx%:r.Mc

5
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Oct 10, 1963

Bee Win String Holds
As Crofton Falls, 7-0

Annual Homecoming
Friday Night With O'Neill

Hometown football fans saw
Bloomfield rack up win No. 5
against a rough Crofton team
Friday, Oct. 4. Both teams
played well defensively but,
neither could muster good of-
fensive drives.

The Beeg picked up the only
tally of the game in the second
quarter on a 44-yard drive.
Ron Suing scored the touch-
down from two yards out and
Loren Friedrichsen ran for the
extra point.

Bloomfield went to the air
late in the half, but penalties
and incomplete passes ended
their scoring efforts.

The Beeg started a drive af-
ter the second kickoff, but
a fumble in Crofton territory
turned the ball over to the War-
riors.

Crofton found the rushing
game too much to combat again
as the rugged Bees defense
held, so they went to the air
lanes. Their scoring thrusts
were stopped when Ron Suing
and John Skrivan picked off
two passes in the fourth quar-
ter, but Bloomfield was unable
tn canitalize on tha hreake

Jack Downie and Loren Fried-
richsen were the offensive lead-
ers while John Skrivan, Mike
St. Onge, Curt Alexander, Neal

No. 4 spot in Northeast Nebras-

‘|ka Top Ten ratings.

Tomorrow evening Bloom-

| field entertains their last non-

conference foe, O'Neill. This is
the annual homecoming game
and the Bees certainly will
have their work cut out.
After tomorrow’s game, the

| Bees will face a team that is

tied for the Northeast Nebraska
Athletic Conference lead with
with the Bees. The outcome of
the O'Neill contest will be im-
portant in so far as the upcom-
ing game with Laurel is con-
cerned.

All schools seem to have a dedicated “rival” team and Bloomfield’s in those days was Crofton. It was likely a game that
got a bit more heated than others, so this was big victory for the Bees. Over halfway through the season and the Bees
were still undefeated



BLOOMFIELD HIGH SCHOOL

BLOOMFIELD HIGH SCHOOL

| HOMECOMING

BLOOMFIELD BEES

VS.

O'NEILL EAGLES
Friday - October 11,1963

MEMORIAL PARK FIELD
Bloomfield, Nebraska

OFFICIAL PROGRAM — 10c

Coaches George Haun and Don Wisch

BLOOMFIELD BEES

A Pesition Weight Grade
RH TMAN QB 102 2
URT:S BOATMAN = 4 .
sl e—— 12 i
N FRIEDRICHSEN l‘g- 1% 3
EISENMAUER . QH i H
3 JOHN IVAN . R 152 10
1 DEAN SUING. —— e N
3 o gn?:'i? LA —HB 15 ﬁ
—RON. i
e JOACHIMSEN Hg 19 i
22-JACK. DOWNIE = Hc 3 3
34--DDON MERCHEN = 2
2t CARLOW . T ) % 1
-BOB ROFFMAN . HB 16 9
T-DONOVAN SAZAMA i It 2
IA_GRANT WEARNE = 3 e 2
TOM: PETERSEN 5 19 3
11--PERRY HAN - 2 1
42-ALLAN JO SEN - _HB ]
4 1M JOACHIMSEN un a0 ;
g 2 y
% s !
& &
y 32
31
s ,
5830t ;;'; ,
i 60 1
56—GA [
52 N 20
p €5
60--JO: o 7
6i--DENNIS 8 50 !
a:&x\’%- I 70 1
g».xmx't‘v DOWNIE gg !
=0 i i
3 10
:;‘ 21 32
4--DENNIS SUHR = 7 i%
76-MICK HOWDER — 50 !
78.-LONNIE LEMKE — 40 3
AMES HOPPE — kA 150 @
Hle ﬂw .;.le,t{,\c».x : m x’o
R i i
57—CURT STRO. : CE 160 12
JIM WILSON — 140 1
53 LARRY PAULSEN = 150 1

Nickname — “BEES™
Colors — BLUE ard WHITE
Head Coach — DONALD D, WISCH
Assistant Cosches — GEORGE DIHAUN and HARVEY W ROSSMILLER
Student Managers — MIKE GRECKEL snd KENNETH BENCK

Cheerleaders — CONNIE LANGEMEIER, BARBARA ERMELS, ANN BENSON
LINDA MEFFORD, KATHY BRUEGMAN and JULIE SCHAIROST

Curt and other players take the field for the Homecoming game against O’Neill




Oct. 17, 1963

Bees Mark No. 6 with
Win over O'Neill ‘11’

Test Laurel Friday in
Battle ofUndefeated

The Bloomfield Bees keep
“buzzin” towards an undefeated
season with win No. 6 coming
against the O'Neill Eagles on
Friday night, Oct. 11. In the an-
nual homecoming tilt, Bloom-
field showed the fans a good
rushing and passing display. A
clicking offense scored in every
quarter while the vaunted de-
fenseive squad kept O'Neill at
bay during most of the game,

Four players contributed to
the winning cause. Ron Suing
scored three touchdowns  and

picked up 91 yards rushing on THE LINE (left to right): Jim Wilson, Curt Alexander, Mikq St. Onge, Joe Skrivan,
e e Pl ey Bt Jerry Downie, Dale Trenhaile, Curt Strom. THE BACKFIELD: Jack Downie, Loren
contributed with 2 touchdowns Friedrichsen, Dean Suing and Ron Suing.

and three extra points while
Jack Downie scored a touch-
down and an extra point. Ron
Taylor added the other extra
point while Neal Alexander
dropped an O'Neill ball carrier
in the end zone for a safety.

The Bees passing game was
also a big factor in their scoring
drives. Quarterback Dean Suing
completed 6 of 7 passes for 103
yards; three of those to Den-
nis Huttman for 69 yards.

First Quarter: Bloomfield got
the first touchdown of the game
on a 42 yard drive which ended
with Ron Suing running 4 yards
for the TD and Loren Fried-
richsen carrying over for the
extra point.

Later in the same quarter
Jerry Downie pounced on an
Eagle fumble on the O'Neill 21
and the Bees were headed for
their second score.

Second Quarter: Two plays
after Downie's fumble recovery
Loren Friedrichsen broke into
the Eagle secondary for a 9-
yard dash for a TD. He also
added the extra point on a
conversion attempt.

O'Neill came back midway in

Loren

dash by D. ljlvrlngk. Krugman  gen Jack Downie, Dennis Hutt-
‘passed to Tomjack for the €x- man, Jim Wilson and Dean and
tra point. Ron 8

Before the half ended the Ron Taylor, Jim Eisenhauer,
Bees came back with another goh Jensen, Larry Joachimsen,
scoring strike, m‘undsbv a 28 e Carlow, Bob Hoffman, Tom
yard pass from Dean Suing 10  petersen, Allan genson,
Dennis Huttman. Loren Fried- g g

richsen plunged over for the Broders, Dennis % [ Curt Strom was named Homecoming King ]

CANDIDATES FOR 1963 HOMECOMING KING

BO'I;I‘O)I ROW (left to right): Jerry Downie, Jim Joachimsen, Dennis Lukens. MID-
DLE ROW: Curt Strom, Mike St. Onge, Gary Lowin, Jack Downie. TOP ROW: Les
Carlow, Neal Alexander, Curt Alexander, Ron Suing, Dale Trentaile and Dennis Suhr
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Oct. 24, 1963

Bee Loss to Laurel
Mars Perfect Record

Face Creighton Last Night;
Pierce in Final Game Here

In a showdown of the unbeat-
en, the Bloomfield Bees fell on
the short side by losing their
first game of the season to the
Laurel Bears, 25-6, on Friday,
Oct. 18. g

Three of the four Laurel
scores came on passes, but it
was 'the accurale throwing arm
of George Bingham which prov-
ed to be too much for the Bee
secondary as he threw two for
touchdowns. ’

A large crowd saw both teams
plagued by fumbles at the start
of the game. However, Laurel
gained the upper hand after
they recovered a second Bee
miscue on the Bloomfield 31.

A 29-yard pass play from
Gary Newton to Greg Guinn
put the Bears on the Bloomfield
4 and on the next play Lyle
Heyden went around the right
side for 6 points, with Guinn's
kick adding the extra point.

Midway in the second quar-
ter, Bloomfield was forced to
punt, but the snapback from
center sailed over Loren Fried-
richsen's head and his punt at-
tempt was blocked. On third
down, George Bingham uncork-
ed a 17-yard TD aerial to New-
ton. The PAT kick was wide,

Still in the second quarter,
on a similar pass play of an
earlier score, Bingham again
rolled out and fired a strike to
Newton, who scored untouched.
The kick was block, so at half-
time it was Laurel 19, Bees 0.
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Ends Foothall Season

Finish 1963 Season With
Sparkling 8 Wins and 1 Loss

Fourteen senior gridders have
closed out their football careers
at BHS Friday, November 1.
The 1963 season will probably
be remembered as one of the
High history as the Bees finish-
most successful in Bloomfield
ed with 8 wins and 1 loss under
the leadership of Coach Don
Wisch.

The Bees continued their
high scoring pace by racking
the Pierce Bluejays 20-0 on the
home field last Friday. All of
the scoring came in the first
half, although the Bees twice
drove to the Pierce 1 and 5-yard
lines in the fourth quarter, |

The Bees first score came on
a 52-yard drive immediately
after the opening kickoff. On
the second play from scrim-
mage, Ron Suing broke loose
and went 40 yards to the Pierce
16. Twice the Bees went in for
the score, but penalties called
back both plays. Dean Suing
then completed an eight yard
TD pass to Loren Friedrichsen
and with the extra point run by
:lhcko Downie, Bloomfield led

to 0.

Friedrichsen sparked the Bees
to fheir second score midway
through the second quarter on
a 43 yard burst to the Pierce 2.
Two plays later Jack Downie
went into the end zone for the
TD with Dean Suing passing to
Curt Strom for the extra:point.

Later in the half, Dean Su-
ing threw a 33 yard strike to
Strom. Friedrichsen ran for 12
yards on the next play and Ron

then the

the third tally. Friedrichsen’s
PAT kick was off to the right,
but the Bees owned a 20 to 0
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@his Emblem B Is Awarded

Curt Alwxander

fur Football -
tuwing the school pear ending- EMpy:ge e - oGt
Fresented this 12 day of May 1964

_ Rtk D RE.

Buperintendent

Curt’s high school football career ended with a good season.

He was always very proud of that season. For years he kept a small
wooden trophy with a football player on top. | don’t recall what it
said on the trophy but it likely had something to do with being named
All Conference player or the team’s 2™ place conference finish.
Unfortunately it got broken and could not be repaired. He still held
onto it for a while, but finally parted ways with it. All that remains is
this typed list of the offensive and defensive units for 1963 that had
been inserted in a metal frame on the front.

Nov. 21, 1963

Three from BHS on
Conferenec All-Stars

Curt Alexander, St. Onge,
Friedrichsen on First “11”

On Monday evening, Nov. 18,
Northeast Nebraska Athletic
coaches met at Crofton to make
their selections for the 1963 all-
conference first and second foot-

Conference champion, Laurel,
and runner-up, Bloomfield, each
placed three players on the first
eleven. Creighton followed with
two selections, and Plainview,
Pierce and Crofton each plac-
ed one player on the first string.

;

BEE OFFENSIVE UNIT

THE LINE: Jim Wilson, Curt Alexander, Mike St. Onge
Joe Skrivan, Jerry Downie, Dale Trenhaile, Curt
Strom. THE BACKFIELD: Jack Downie, Loren

Friedrichsen, Dean Suing, Ron Suing.

FORWARD WALL: Dennis Huttmann, Neal Alexander,
Dennis Suhr, Dennis Lukens, Tcrry Newton, Larry
Paulsen, LINEBACKERS: Jim Eisenhaver, Jim
Joachimsen, Gary Lowin, John Skrivan, Bob Hoffman.



Below are two last photos from the 1963-64 annual.

“Physical education was a highly stressed program at Bloomfield High
during the 1963-64 school year. Students conditioned themselves into
tip-top form, but participated in various athletic games. Under the
direction of Mr. Haun, Mr. Wisch, and Mr. and Mrs. Rossmiller, students
took part in physical education tests consisting of calisthenics, dashes
and other isometric drills. Wrestling, boxing, volleyball, indoor baseball,
touch football, basketball, weightlifting, tumbling, trampoline, and other
events completed a successful physical education program at B.H.S.”

Curt often said that George Haun was “really tough” on us. That could
have been in PE, football or the MATH classes he taught. In any case,
he must have been well liked because the class of 1964 dedicated the
yearbook to him for “the values of good sportsmanship, thinking for
ourselves and making decisions which he taught us.”

Left to right: Dennis Heavrin, Leland Freeman, Brent Wearne, Mick Howder, Ron Suing, Dennis Sazama, Curt
Alexander, Norman Mackeprang, Richard Jacob.

The physical education program at Bloomfield High included various athletic programs designed to entertain
both the public and participants.

The "jumping jacks" of B.H.S. performed during halftime at home basketball games and thrilled the audience
with their acrobatics. Hours of practice were required to demonstrate the difficult twists, turns, and flips per-
formed by the trampoline team.

Senior Year at Bloomfield HS was over

Sixty-Ninth Annual

COMMENCEMENT

OF THE

BLOOMFIELD HIGH SCHOOL
1964

Baccalaureate

COMMUNITY AUDITORIUM
SUNDAY, MAY 17, 1964
8:00 P.M.

Commencement

COMMUNITY AUDITORIUM
WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 1964
8:00 P.M.




CLASS ROLL

Baccalaureate Commencement CURTIS DALE ALEXANDER GARY LEE LOWIN
MARY JEAN ANDERSON DENNIS LEE LUKEN.
SUNDAY, MAY 17, 1964 WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 1964 JUDY MARLENE BACKFR JANET wsx—xL i
200 P.ML 8:00 P.ML KURTIS RAY BUSSKOHL DALE McDONALD
LESLIE GENE CARLOW LARRY DEAN McKIBBON
JACK LEE DOWNIE NORMAN HENRY MACKEPRANG
. > JERRY LEE DOWNIE JUDITH EVELYN MEFFORD
Proces(s&gnal e e s s Band Processional : Band LAREEN MARIE HANSEN CONNIE FAY MERCHEN
ngregation will remain seate J (Audience Stand) CAROL JEAN HART RICHARD ALLEN MUMM
Vo h 1 4 . BEVERLY JANE HARMS BARBARA ELLEN NIPP
Hymn—*“Faith of Our Fathers” _____. Congregation Invocation ......--o-—-__ Rev. John F, Bartelson, Jr. PHILIP ELMER HILFIKER FAITH ANN PEITZMEIER
1. Faith of our fathers, living still. In spite of dungeon, fire and sword, RUTH IRENE HILFIKER MICHAEL LLOYD ST. ONGE
O how our hearts beat high with joy Whene'er we hear that “ ey i SN e o enior Chorale JEROME DAVID HUTTMANN EUGENE CARL SCHROEDER
glorious word! Halls of Ivy’ Senior C RICHARD ARTHUR JACOB LARRY MARVIN SCHUETT
(Rel’rnm) s‘mm of our fathers, holy faith, We will be true to thee 3 @ PP JAMES CONLEY JOACHIMSEN LONNY MELVIN SCHUETT
il dea Senior Addresses: “The Fuller Life” — BARBARA JEAN JOHNSON LAWANDA ADELE STEUCK
2. Faith of our fathers, we will sirive To win all nations unto thee; Healthor, SSc 00~ 2 Connie Merchen U A O ot
And threl the nuthsthaticomes v rs Bducation =: o sseonstaingay Judy Backer LINDA FAYE KOOPS RONALD LEE TAYLOR
Eioaie . o b : DAVID LEE KRIZ DIANE IRENE THOMPSON
ARefraln) S~ e CitizenshipEsue s vne s sal Donna Whitney MARCUS EDWARD KRONBERG ~ DALE ROBERT TRENHAILE
3. Faith of our fathers, we will love Both friend and foe In alt our S o . CONNIE LOU LANGEMEIER DENNIS LEE WACKER
strife, Social Living and Religion . Lawanda Steuck ARDYCE RAE LARSON BRENT DOUGLAS WEARNE
And preach thee, too, as love knows bow, By kindly words and LESLIE LEE LEMKE DONNA MAE WHITNEY
virtuous life. “T'll Walk with God” (Brodszky) _......_.__ Sextet
(Refrain) . . . .
TInvoeation . _ Rev. John F. Bartelson, Jr. Presentation of Class .. ... ... Mr. H. D. Bettenhausen TN
Principal, Bloomfield High School
“Sing and Rejoice” (James) ......... Mixed Chorug .
Presentation of Diplomas ... Mr. Everett Kuhl CLASS MOTTO
SO0, oo oot Rev. John F. Bartelson, Jr. President, Board of Education “Today we follow; Tomorrow we lead.”
Psalm 150 (Lewandowski) .......... Mixed Chorus Awarding of Class Honors ... Mr. Robert D, Baker
. i = Superintendent of Schools CLASS COLORS CLASS FLOWER
“0 Man Thy Grief and Sin Bemoan” (Williams) .. Peach 1 Whit Whi 5
L Mixed Chorus “It’s Not an Easy Road” _.......... Faculty Quartet each-and Ao hite Carnation
Benediction - ... ...z - Rev. John F. Bartelson, Jr. Benediction - ... ... Rev. John F. Bartelson, Jr.

CLASS SPONSORS
RECESSIONAL W . w Sl | S s Band Recersional o . o vttt Band Mz Miss Mr.
Clarence Carson - MarJean Johnson - Germain Leber

Tlass Roll

Curtis Dale Alexander Tandy Jsan Key Barbarg Kilen Nipp
Mazy Jean Anderson

Larry Marvin Scm
Tonsy dietyin Gamets
Tawanda Adele Sleuci
Curtjs Doan Strom
Konald Les Suing

Lee

e Teane Toampeon
Dale Robort ‘Trenkaile
e Wi

The last annual Curt and Neal photo May 1964

c <) Tons Fomes Wrages
Barhara Jean Johngon Hienned Afien Siumm

Class Motta
TODAY WE FOLLOW, TOMORROW WE LEAD

Class Flofoer
‘WHITE CARNATION

Cluss Unlors
PEACH AND WHITE

{ﬂurhz Ealv Alpxanhpr

has saﬁufntfnrihv rumplch:b the Gonrse of Study prescribed by Hye Woard
of Tomeation for tye Higlh School and is therefore enfitled to this

Diplonra

Given this twentietl day of May, 1964,
s R (/ Troled ™ B,
Fresidont of Bourd of Baucation “Superintendent

—=Seoretari of éoara'_&f s T Principal




| had never heard the story about how Curt ended up going to Kearney State to play football
until | talked to the other gentleman pictured with him in the news photo at right. Mike

told me that at some point during their senior year, they were at school for some event and got
pulled into the locker room by Coach Wisch. There was Al Zikmund, the head football coach at
Kearney State College. It seems Don Wisch played some pretty good football for Zikmund in
his college days. He tipped off his old coach that he had a couple guys that he thought could
make the grade in his program. So Coach Zikmund asked the two if they would like to come

to Kearney and play football in the fall. They both said yes.

It is hard to believe that the family could afford to send Curt to college. A Digest of

Education Statistics chart gives the average cost of tuition plus room and board at a 4 year public
institution in 1964 as about $950. That may have been a bit less in Nebraska — | did find

the price per credit hour for Kearney State College was $9.00 in 1964.. The summer after high
school Curt worked for the local Co-op in Bloomfield and according to his Social Security

record, he made a total of $947 that entire year. There had to have been some parental help,

or maybe a gift or loan from an aunt or he would likely have had to take out a loan from the bank
Anyway, off to college he went. Mike recalled that Curt drove a green 1955 Ford Fairlane.

There were no scholarships for these boys. They WERE given jobs at the college; working

for the company that provided meals on campus. They basically got to wash dishes — sprayed
the food off trays as they were sent through and fed them into a dishwashing machine. They
earned a minimal wage (perhaps $1.00 - $1.25 per hour at that time).

Then there was football. They were big tough guys in their football conference. They had NFL
aspirations! Then they Went to Kearney and discovered a lot of big tough older guys. Of course
the freshmen were fresh meat for those older guys to push around in practice. It was humbling.

Thrust into a much bigger community than little Bloomfield, getting beat up on the football
field and washing dishes on the side probably wasn’t quite what they imagined when they
agreed to go there! And there were the girlfriends left at home! They went home every
weekend they had a chance.

The other players shown in this group photo with Curt were identified using the roster
and were from Wahoo, Leigh and Scribner, Nebraska. It is unknown if they were pictured
together because all were from a certain area or if there was another reason.

1{Keumey State Squad

&

'wo BHS Gridders on

Mike Si. Onge

Curt Alexander

MiKe St. Onge, son of Mr. and

rs. L. H. St. Onge, and Curt
Alexander, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Dale Alexander are members of
the Kearney State College 1964
football team.

Both young men are 1964
graduates of Bloomfield Com-
munity high school and were
all-conference selections their
senior year.

" Mike is ed on the Kearney
roster as a 7-pound guard anc
»cﬁn 21:pound tackle. Both

are freshmen at

Keamey Sihte e_College. N



Leonard Sherman Ron Stigge Bob Walter Curt Alexander Ken Carmann
Kimball Sophomore  Alexandria Freshman Oconto Freshman Bloomfield Freshman  Amherst Sophomore

Mike Curry Floyd Holm Randy Rasmussen Ralph Schwager Bruce Widick
| Guide Rock Freshman Litchfield Senior Elba “Detroit Farnam

Gary Worrell Ron Beach Kermit Bosshamer Jim Buck ® Z ,
North Loup Freshman  Franklin Freshman Amherst Junior Grand Island Sophiomore Nerth Platte Freshman 1

) U

Larry LaMay Steve Liakos Bill Maggiocomo Duane McCan Dale Naprstek I
Alliance Junior Alliance Freshman  Providence, R.I. Soph.  Kearney Freshman Ord Freshman [

There are 73 players on the roster and
each one of them was pictured but only

Keamey Staw F(ll't Hays State the page with Curt on it appears above.

No. Player Hometown Yr. Pos. Ht. Wt.Age No. Player Hometown ¥r. Pos. Ht. Wt.Age
0 Dave Backes, Columbus St. Bon. Fr. HB 5-8 148 18 10 Leo Hayden, Goodland . So. QB 510 17719
1 Jr. QB 58 11 Max VanLaningham, Jr. QB 56 15320
< T 1s Do Niew R B & ik
4 . HB 15 Fr. 60 16618 ici
5 . HB 3 Gory Fingle: MoPhéreon . 3. 8B Sl0 17 2 Curt bragged about practicing at Kearney
6 5 . FB 21 Jan Kilbourne, Hu&own P . So. HB 59 152 19 .
? E = b alongside Randy Rasmussen of Elba. Randy
fevee el B Stens £ pEh = .
e . Fr. FB 61 19718 3 CFr FB 60 M went on to be drafted by the NY Jets in 1967.
e Lmdax'aup‘ sy gg gil };g ;(9) 33§ Tom Stevens, Wmcheﬁter - g {'g ;ﬁﬁ % ﬁ H H
11 Francie Grocker. Bive Hill B 60 21120 D e e e me He started at left guard as a rookie and in only
T e g cEa
17 Douglas Martin, Farnam . HB 59 161 2 _Fr. HB 510 14820 his second season helped the Jets upset the
iemains rohas g & Eioas
e 3 . . .
20 Dennis Walker, Sargent HB 59 163 2 51 I C 60 1912 Baltimore Colts in the Super Bowl. He played
21 Wayne Smith, Stapleton . HB 160 52 So. C 62 181 18
% Dan Hoosy. Creston S5 GB 510172 18 B P s Bt B € 5 B with the Jets for 15 seasons, 1967-1981
24 Bob Sands, Aurora Fr. QB 185 61 Bill Barnett, Gem . ... So. G 59 21419 4 .
25 Dave Dostal, Scribner ... .. Fr. FB61 168 18 62 Bob Van De Creek, Enterpnse Fr. T 62 21118
30 Shelmadine, Alliance ¥r. HB 150 1 63 Dave Jones, Dodge Cley/ Viiss Sr. G 511 20026
31 Joe Patterson, Jerome, Ida. . Fr. HB 58 153 18 64 Steve Base, Rozel .dJdr. G 61 209
32 Melvin Schmaderer, Loup City. Fr. HB 161 65 Dennis Bean, Philhpsburg .S0. G 58 194 19
37 Bill Morse, Sargent ............ Fr. FB 511174 18 66 Qlarley Myers, Goodland .... Fr. C 190 18
50 Roger Blecher, Newman Grove Fr. C 185 1 67 Bill Ham, Concordia Jr. G 511 18820
51 Jim Jones, So. C 511 209 20 70 Lnrry Noffsinger, Phillipsburg So. T 200 20
52 Wi Fr. C 510190 21 71 Roger Clark, Wellington ...... Fr. T 511 18518
53 In G 220 72 3 .So. T 1 212 19
54 Fr. C 59 21218 3 ickson, So. T 211
55 Fr. C 51118 74 T 511 16817
56 Duane Mchn Kearney Fr. G 51117718 7 T 220 22
B e in h ol B i =3
ekamp, len " .
Boonn it Aeadia G 31017821 80 E 62 21320 Bloomfield Monitor Oct 8, 1964
& Dale anmek ord . G 51117718 81 E 60 1818
62 G 51119118 82 : E 510 16021 — —_
63 Jim Buck Grand Islnnd : So. G 510203 19 83 E 222 22
65 Kermit Bosshamer Amberst . T & &1 155 2 e Mot chteld HB 10 1% 38 |
ermi amer, mbhers T. lathe
66 B. M; , Provid” , R.I. So. G 511196 20 86 Larry Thurlow, Hill Ci . E 62 1 * |
& ﬁgv:ﬁ:.ngmance S So. G 58 1518 § Chaney Adams, Colby”. CE S imis Mr‘ md Mr" L' H‘ St' on‘e
....... % 1 201
B Ly Cames: Alame's. Ags 3y G 311 18 2 accompanied by Mr. and Mrs. |
T Girt Alexander. Bloorsticid || By T 62 22118
er, loom{ie] .
B Fiod o Lot Toima Dale Alexander, Diane Rose and |
hwager, troit St. . v
74 M. C. Crowley, T 5112821 | red
B R chr Aaves Toaas | Faith Peitzmeier, moto to
m) lasmussen, 3
~11<; Worrell, No. Loup-Scotia Fr. T 59 21818 K arn sa here they"
Ao e SR 1 o e g A |
TN 3
B e Haant S E ik attended the Kearney-Wayne]
g&zll:madbosm.&rihner. Jr E 83 1520 | 2 AL i S ARE )
urr, . .
AR e o B | football game. Following the!
R S th t thei Mik:
T, . .
e T e '| game they met their sons, Mike
o . 62 1
as FE S me St. Onge and Curt Alexander
2 A
92 Ron Stigge, Alexandria Fr. E 60 17618 ' md enjoyed BeVeral hou" Of
93 Lambert Krolikowski, G.I. Cath. Fr. E
94 Mike Curry, Guide Rock .. Fr. E

e | visiting and touring the campus.



As a freshman, Curt likely never saw any action in the varsity games but he did play (and end up being a starter) with the
B team for the “Lopers”. The following are articles from the Kearney Hub newspaper.

Sept. 26, 1964

Loper ‘B’
Team at
Hays Mon.

The Kearney State ‘B’ team
will get its baptism-of-fire at
Hays, Kan., Monday afternoon
against the Tiger Junior Varsity
squad. The game will be played
at Lewis Field Stadium with a
kickoff time of 2:30 p.m.

Monday's game is the first of
the season for the Loper year-
lings and the opener of the an-
nual home-and-home series with
Fort Hays. KSC swept the set
last Fall en route to a 4-0 cam-
paign, winning 13-7 at Kearney
and 20-0 at Hays.

The young Tigers will be di-
rected by Jack Hazlett, a former
Hays letterman and Larry Drei-
ling, a four - year Tiger star
(1960-63). Halfback Willie ash-
ington is rated one of the top
hands on the Hays JV squad.

The Kearney team is being
handled by graduate assistants
Bill Peck, Tom Vincent, Elmer
Menage and Charlie Hircock.

Peck announced the following
lineups for the opener: Offense:
Ends — Dick Burr, Tom Aspe-
gren; Tackles—Curt Alexander,
Gary Worrell or Terry Hunt;
Guards — Duane mcuan, Lurt

. Ronnekamp: Center — Willis

| Wiseman; Quarterback — Mark

. Ward; Halfbacks — Dave Back-

. es, Lonnie Shelmadine; Full-
back—Dave Dostal. McCan was
a Kearney High line star last
Fall. Burr is from neighboring
Eddyville and RonneWkamp is

| Gothenburg product.

¥ Defense: Ends — Burr, Tom

- Aspegren; Tackles — Leonard
»  Sherman, Bruce Widick; Guard |
—Bill Maggiocomo: L'meback-‘

i  ers—Steve Liakos, Dave Napr-
5 stek; Halfbacks — Dave Aspe-
,  gren, Dennis Walker, Joe Pat-
- terson; Safety — Shelmadine.
Naorstek is an Ord grad.

Oct. 3, 1964

Loper ‘B’
Team to Host
Hays Monday

The Kearney State *‘B’' team,
whipped 25-7 by the Fort Hays
State JV in its openers will get
a chance to square matters
when the Hays squad invades
Kearney Monday for tne return
match in the annual home-and-
home series.

The battle with the Kansans
will be held at Foster Field with
a kickoff hour of 2:30 p.m.

Should weather conditions be
poor, the game would be played
on the practice field west of
Cushing Coliseum, KSC officials
said. The switch would be made
to protect the Foster Field turf.

The KSC squad is being coach-
ed by graduate assistants Bill
Peck, Elmer Menage and Tom
Vincent.

Hays' crew is led by .Jack
Hazlett and Larry Dreiling. both
former Tiger stars,

The Kansans won last week's
oame on lano ranoa um"l\:\!

Peck reports the following
lineups for Monday's return
fray: Offense: I'nds — Dick
Burr, Tom Aspegren: Tackles
—Curt Alexander, Gary Wor-
rell or Terry Hunt; Guards—
Duane McCan, Curt Ronne
kamp; Center — Willis Wise-
man; Quarterback — Mark
Ward: Halfbacks — Dave
Backes, Lonnie Shelmadine;
Fullback — Dave Dostal.

Defense: Ends — Burr, Tom
Aspegren: Tackles — Leonard
Sherman, Bruce Widick: Guard
—Bill Maggiocomo; Lineback-
ers — Steve Liakos, Dave Napr-
stek; Halfbacks — Dave Aspe-
gren, Denms Walker, Joe Pat-
terson: Safety — Shelmadine.

Kearney's TD in the loss at

Hays was scored by J i m Sand-

Concordia
‘B’ Squad
Here Monday

The Kearney State “B' team,
havingl:plit a two-game series
with Fort Hays JV, hosts
Concordia College’s “B" forces
Monday night. .

The contest will be held at
Foster Field with a Kkickoff
time of 7 p.m,

The Antelope “B" gridders
swept a two-game series from
their Concordia counterparts
last Fall, winning 38-0 here and
33-14 at Seward. Monday's
game will be the .nly contest
between the two clubs this sea-
son.

Concordia is expected to
bring a strong team to Kearney
and should offer a stern argu-
ment,

The Lopers, coached by grad-
uate assistants Bill Peck, El-
mer Menage and Tom Vincent,
thumped Hays 37-6 Monday aft-
er bowing to the Tiger year-
lings, 25-7, at Hays, Kan. S e p-
tember 28.

Peck nominates the following
for starting roles Monday: Of-
fense: Ends — Dick Burr, Tom
Aspegren; Tackless — Curt
Alexander, Garv Worrell;
Guaras — buane mMclan, ron
Beach or Bill Morris; Center—
Willis Wiseman: Quarterback—
Mark Ward or Dan Hosely;
Halfbacks — Dave Backes, Lon-
nie Shelmadine; Fullback—Dave
Dostal.

Defense: Ends — Burr, Tom
Aspegren; Tackles — Leonard
Sherman, Bruce Widick; Guard
—Bill Maggiocomo; Lineback-
ers — Steve Liakos, Dave Napr-
stek; Halfbacks — Dennis
Walker, Joe Patterson, Backes;
Safety — Shelmadine.

Nov. 7, 1964

Antelope ‘B’
Gridders Host
Broncos Monday

The torrid football rivalry be-
tween Kearney State and
Hastings College will be re-
newed here (Foster Field) Mon-
day afternoon, albeit on a
smaller scale.

The occasion will be a clash
between the “B" teams of the
two schools. Kickoff time for
the neighborhood argument is
2:30 p.m.

It will mark the first time
the junior editions have collid-
ed in many years.

The game marks the close
of the season for the Antelope
“B"” team, currently 2-1.

With a flock of talented
freshmen in their corral, the
Broncos are expected to field
a hard-hitting outfit and fans
should be treated to a chiller.

Graduate assistants Bill
Peck, Elmer Menage and Tom
Vincent handle the Lover sauad.

Probable Kearney starters:
Offense — Ends — Dick Burr,
Tom Aspegren; Tackles — Curt
Alexander, Gary Worrell;
uuargs — bDuane Mccean,
Curt Ronnekamp; Center—John
Daake; Quarterback — Mark
Ward; Halfbacks — Dave
Backes, Lannie Shelmadine;
Fullback — Dave Dostal.

Defense: Ends — Burr, Aspe-
gren; Tackles — Leonard Sher-
man, Bruce Widick; Guard—
Larry LaMay; Linebackers—
Steve Liakos, Dale Naprstek,
Dennis Walker, Joe Patterson;
‘lj{alfbacks — Backes, Shelma-
ine,

This ended Curt’s formal education and football
career. Nobody can really recall exactly when or
why he left Kearney and if we ever talked about it,
| have forgotten. In all likelihood, he had a need for
a full-time job and knowing Curt, he probably did
not care for the class and studying part of college.

AT KEARNEY — Four eastern Nebraskans completed the 1964 football sea-
son at Kearney State College. Playing for the Antelopes durinﬂ‘the 7 win
—1 loss year were Mike Inselman, sophomore end from Leigh; Rich Dostal,
; iunior_—enc{ from - Scribner; Curt Alexander, freshman tackle from Bloomfield;
and. Dave Dostal, f’rashmgn_‘fﬁl]lggéﬁhﬁ-om; Scribmer: G TS ;

ek, « 2agx )
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