My Cruwsade to be a Better Parent

Like most young people who have had no practical experience in
child-raisging, I have a few pet theories on the gabject. Three chief
factors contribute to the basis of my opinions. One is my own short-
comings; another is a fairly objective viewpoint of my mother's tactics.
A third fector is my observation of the homes and pasrents of my friends
with as czreful an analysis as it is possible for me to make of how
the parents have reflected their own attribates and faults in their
children. On the strength of:all my observations, I shall try to judge
the strength of the "elastic clawse" which I plan to incorporate in ell
my theories, because I believe there must be a grest deal of room for
amendment allowed in any child-raising program. I showld be writing for

years if I tried to explore every angle of child-raising. It seems to

me that only a person who has observed hundreds of children for most of
a life time cowld possibly write a worth-whils treatise on the subject.
There are, however, three or four points which particmlarly impress me.

I have always felt thet parents shoald develop an appearance of
ouvtward calm and meintain it as carefully as possible when & child is
uvpset or worried. Nothing frightens a child more than an outburst by
his parents whom he looks wpon as & gource of protection when he has

problems. If 2 child caen bhe ccrta;n Th“t his parents will listen
oAleulv to his trouble, advise him gently but firmly when necessary,
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Breaking a=child of zn unwelcome hebit or Ai;gin; 2 habit in' the
bed is always a ticklish task. I have noticed tha the following
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that the correct form of behavior: is the ordinary, wvmry—ﬂﬁy thing to
doRyat the first sign of an unwelcome habdit or of a breach of manners

W1l N impress the child wwthout imprinting the correcticn s« nnolcgsantly
hat he will become balky. In the matter of reproof, may I say that

I feel 10 Klﬂ@dvn‘ toward the parent who pouwnces upon & child with a

"shame on you" when, glar times out of ten, the child is not awsre thst
he has done Elthlﬂ be Ysshameéd'" of. If he does not understand

why he was wrong and since he is never sure that everything he does
will meet with has parents' Pppfovcl his fear of -thelr resction mey
ﬁuvse him to try to cower up ‘Jﬁ what hﬁ rears msv Lc considered
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wrong'tand which he must feel "ashame
few parents wse this spproach vﬁt; the
the " wait until Daddy comes home'" threa 41 2
two phrases wiped Lrom every parental vocabulery, because 1 think they
can do great damdge.
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nd I think the best

‘I want my children to obey reaso: z “:
wae.y to ace Dmollsh my oh3e0t1v~ is by sonable,direct requests
.I don't believe in the "would liother' srling please---" type
he sort to mzke the

of request because I feel that this t-u
child feel that prompt obBedience is 1l
direct approach with a warm and sincere
completed to the best of the child'u : ; perents meke the
mistake of <xpcctln’ their children to maintain a consistent stendard
in ov<l§€ﬁ1a thiey do. When a chﬁlﬁ is just learning something, it 1is
not to be expected that every performance will be identical. Even
after he has thoroughly learned some t?sk, there 2re many T
side of carelessness which can cause his performance to
should be taken into consideration and correction msde wi
coursging him, —Rew-parents reslige-how essy it 1s=to 615
child from putting forth his best effort.

¥
". I believe 1in the
when the work is

D
—J

By study and thoeght NOW, T hope to azvoid some of the me:
fallscof parenthood. Many more young people, who feel much =s I do
sbout starting parent- tra1n14\ early, would like to have more discwssion
of pa rent-child problems with comphtent advisors in owr high schools.
I think that thaet is -ne of the most impovtant projects that we can
undertake, if we are to help build & smf’, happy, mentally and phys-
ically sound America for future gener=ztions.
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